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e Bethel vote

(Continued from Page One)

sonally against the sale of alcoholic
beverages in Bethel.

“'There are so many deaths related
to alcohol. People drowning in the
river and freezing to death in the
winter. I'm against it,”" Peltola said.

"I support the right to have the vote,
but 1 don’t support the issue,”” he said.
1 think this local option vote will
fail.”’

According to Bethel Police Chief
Kevin Clayton, the idea of going wet
seems to be gaining support.

“*A year ago there were many peo-
ple who adamantly opposed a wet
status for Bethel. But, lately, many
people have changed their position and
are willing to try going wet again,”’
Clayton said.

Capt. Glenn Godfrey, Alaska State
Troppers chief of Rural Enforcement
Services, commented on the number
of votes in Bethel.

“It’s getting to be a routine thing in
Bethel to vote on the status, '’ Godfrey
said.

“From past experience, like in
Kotzebue and Bethel, the enforcement
priorities shift. The bootletgging will
be almost non-existent,’’ he said.

Godfrey said from an enforcement
standpoint, if the law does pass,
disorderly conduct, alcohol abuse and
violence may be on the rise.

On the r hand, Godfrey said,
there will be less money and man-
power spent trying to catch
bootleggers. |

‘‘Some people may not like to hear
this, but it’s the truth,”” he said.

Godﬁ'eg said if Bethel does change
its status, it may affect some of the sur-
rounding villages that have banned
the sale and/or importation of alcohol
in their villages.

‘*‘Some of the surrounding villages
voiced opposition to that in the past.
Mg;}r may be disappointed, "’ Guﬁy
said.

Both Peltola and Clayton said it's
difficult to assess how vopl:
throughout the rest of the Yukon-
Kuskokwim Delta feel about the issue.
They both said they haven’t heard any
comments from other villages in the
area about how they feel yet about the
vote.



