
Amchitka Blast .

I11-

AA proposed 5 megaton A-AA-

tomic
A-

tomic
A-

tomic
-

tomic Energy Commission blastblast-
on

blast-
onon Amitchka Island has attractedattracted-
wide

attracted-
widewide questioning and criticismcriticism-
inin the past week as Alaskans askask-

what
ask-

whatwhat damage such an atomicatomIc-
device

atomic-
devicedevice can wreak on the AlaskanAlaskan-
e

Alaskan-
environmentenvironment1Vironmente ..

,

The blast ,:
, whichWhlCh was anaoan-anan-

nounced
¬.-

nounced last week ,. is reportedlyreportedly-
scheduled

reportedly-
scheduledscheduled for October and will

I11-

explodeexplode with a force equal toto-

magnitude
to-

magnitudemagnitude 7.070. on the RichterRichter-
scale

Richter-
scalescale . The AEC does not believebelieve-
thIs

believe-
thisthis is large enough to trigger aa-

senous
a-

seriousserioussenous secondary earthquake .

The blastbJast at Amitchka maymay-
be

may-
bebe the largest underground testtest-
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sCheduled
'- tot-o'- tot-o' ddatete , certacertainlyny'larylar'

lar-larlar-

ger
.-

ger than the IQ69Milrow1969Milrow, blastblast-

of
blast-

ofof 1.212.. megatons . "

'
:

A recent AEC eenvironmentalenvironmental-
impact

vironmentalvironmental-

impactimpact 'rr' reportport on : the MiJrowMilrowMiJrow-

blast
Milrow-

blastblast reported no serious dadaittagedaittage-

from
(ageag-

e'from'fromfrom'

from that blastblast.. , 'ThisThis' This resultresult-
probably

result-
probablyprobably prompted the decisiondecision-

toto go
.
ahead with , larger eststeststests-

on
ests-

onon AmltchkaAmitchka . ;
'
'II'-

IOn

'

On April 14 ', Gov . Wil1iamWil1iam-

A
WilliamWilliam-

AA . Eg'artEgartEganEg'arturged' urged tthatat public hear-hearhear-

ings
ear '-

ings be held ininII Alaska , underunder-
provisions

underunder-

provisionsprovisions of the :

, 1970 NatiNationalNational-
Environmental

nalnal-

EnvironmentalEnvironmental PplicyPolicy Actct , IIon01\01on01-

the
on-

the
\

the nuclear test . '
. , i#

1JteThe governor sentsent letterslettersre-lettersrelettersre-
questing

. r .-
questing such hearings Joto t'wotwot'wo-

F
twotwo-

Federal
';protFctionprotectionFFederalderal environmental protFc-protFcprotec-protec-

tion officials .- Russell Train ,

chairman of the Federal CourtcilCouncilCourtci-
lof

Council-
ofof Environmental Quality aajsdajsd-

William
dd-

WilliamWilliam D . RuckRuckelhauslhaus admadmin-adminadmin-

istrator

'-
n

n' .-

istrator of the FederaJFederalFederalEnvirEnvir n-nn-

mental
n-

mental
-

mental Protection Age , cycy-cycy-

According
.- ,

According to Governor Ega ,

the larger blast is codecone namednamed-
Cannikan

named-
CannikanCannikan and its yieJiyieldyieldwill! will bebe-

close
bebe-

closeclose to five times that of 101i1Mil-MilMil-

row
.-

,

row . ,

Cannikan ' willwillreportedlyreportedly bebe-

a
be-

aa test ofofanan enlarged warhead forfor-

the
for-

thethe Spartan anti-ballisticantiballistic- missile .

This is the long range version ofof-

the
of-

thethe ABM designed to destroydestroy-
incoming

destroy-
incomingincoming enemy missiles in thethe-

upper
the-

upperupper atmosphere . It'sIts' range isis-

more
is-

moremore than 400 miles .

Cannikan will reportedly bebe-

exploded
be-

explodedexploded at the bottom ofofaof-

hole
of-

hole
a

hole 6,0006000, feet deep and tenten-

feet
ten-

feetfeet wide , the largest such holehole-
ever

hole-
everever dug for the undergroundunderground-
explosion

underground-
explosionexplosion of a nuclear test..

The AEC began use of thethe-

Amitchka
the-

AmitchkaAmitchka site on a deserteddeserted-
Island

deserted-
IslandIsland in the Aleutian ChainChain-
when

Chain-
whenwhen larger yield undergroundunderground-
nuclear

underground-
nuclearnuclear tests became impossibleimpossible-
atat its Nevada testing site .- withinwithin-
aa few hundred mmilesIes of LasLas-

Vegas
Las-

VegasVegas and Los Angeles skyscrap-skyscrapskyscrap-
ers

-

ers .

Amitchka , they saidaid in thentheir

' ,

eportreport on.on,. the MiIrowMilrow blast , has
the advantages of being distantdistant-
from

distant-
fromfrom human habitation and ac-acac-

cessable
ac-

cessable
-

cessable by yyearar round Sea'sea' transtrans-trans-
port

.-
port..

'
\

The Milrow blast , ccordingaccording .,

to AEC , was a "calibrationcalibration" ex-exexpe'r-

iment

ex-

pe'ritnent
-

pe- 'rimentpe-rimentpe'ritnentperitnent'' " designed to determinedetermine-
ifif larger underground nuclearnuclear-
tests

nuclear-
tests'tests can be carriedcarriedoucarriedoutouout on thethe-
island'islandislandthe'islandisland safely .

{

,

Alaskans have been cdncernedcdncerned-
that

cdncerned-

that3ctivityinactivityinthat the frequent seismic 3ctivityactivity'in .' the AleuAleutiantian chain could ' bebe-

triggered
be-

triggeredtriggered by such a blast .- caus-causcaus-

ing
caus-

ing
-

ing euthquakesearthquakes or tsunami.. ThisThis-
did

This-
diddid not occur after Milrow , DutbutDut-

th'e
but-

the
,
th'ethe' greatly increased popowerer ofof-
the

of-
thethe proposed blast has arousedaroused-
new, new fears .

.'

Other Alaskan political lead-leadlead-

ers
lead-

ers
-

ers have echoed Egan'sEgans' concernconcern-
and

oncernoncern-
aridaridand his call for environmentalenvironmental-
hearings

environmental-
hearings

'
hearings . Among them Is Sen .
Mike Gravel ( D-AlaskaDAlaska- ) who ech-echech-

oed
ech-

oed
-

oed Egan'sEgans' call for environmentenvironment-environment-
al

.-
al hearings .

Terry Miller :'. the RepublicanRepublican-
majority

Republican-
majoritymajority leader of the State SenSen-Sen-

ate
.-

ate also supported the position .

"HowHow"" can the federal govern-governgovern-
ment

govern-
ment

-

ment justify making private in-inin-

dustry
in-

dustry
-

dustry justify its possible eco-ecoeco-

logical
eco-

logical
-

logical damage when the gov-govgov-

ernment
gov-

ernment
-

ernment doesn'tdoesnt' conform to thethe-

act
the-

actact itself?? " Miller asked . OtherOther-
State

Other-
StateState legislators also back thisthis-

position
this-

positionposition . .,

Alaskan newspapers have alsoalso-

echoed
also-

echoedechoed publipublic concern . An ediedi-edi-

torial
.-

torial in yesterday'syesterdays' AnchorageAnchorage-
D

Anchorage-
DailyDDailyily News quoted Majority lea-lealea-

der
lea-

der
-

der .MillerMiller. in his call for thethe-

same
the-

samesame 1970 environmental guideguide-guide-
lines

.-

lines to be applied to governgovern-govern-
ment

.-

ment projects and to private min-inin-

dustry
.-

dustry .

"InIn" 'nn' other words :,"' the editoreditor-
quoted

editor-
quotedquoted Miller "IfIf" it'sits' good forfor-

the
for-

thethe trans.AlaskatransAlaskatrans-AlaskatransAlaska ., 11'S11Sit'sits'.- pipeline cercer-cer-

tainly
.-

tainly good for the federal govgov-gov-

ernment
.-

ernment ., considering the envlron-envlronenviron-environenvlron-
mental

environ-
mental

-
- mentalmentalriskrisk being taken on AmAm-Am-

itchka
.-

Itchka .". "'


