
Sen . Stevens Criticizes LeadersLeaders-
Who

Leaders-
WhoWho Attack Administration Bill

While Alaskan native leadersleaders-
meet

leaders-
meetmeet in Juneau with Governor

Egan ,. all three members of AlasAlas-Alas-

ka's
¬.-

ka'skas' Congressional delegationdelegation-
have

delegation-
havehave spoken publicly into pastpast-

days
past-

daysdays in favor of land claimsclaims-

settlements
claims-

settlementssettlements ofofatat least that propro-pro-

vided
¬.-

vided in the Nixon administraadministra-administra-
tion

¬.-

tion land claims bill .,

This billliill provides for 40 milmil-mil-

lion
¬.-

lion acres of land , S500$500500$ millionmillion-

dollars
million-

dollarsdollars over 25 years and mineralmineral-
revenues

mineral-
revenuesrevenues percentage of up toto-

S500S500$500500$500millionS500million$ million . The AFN positionpositionI-

Sis that a land claims settlementsettlement-
should

settlement-
shouldshould consist of 60 millionmilIionmilIion-

acres
million-

acresacres *., S500$500500$500million$ million and a perper-¬-

petual 2 peipelpet cent overridingoverndmg royroy-royroy-

alty
¬.-

alty on mineralmlOeral revenues .
'

Senator Ted Stevens ( R-Alas-RAlasR-AlasRAlas-
ka

- -.

>. ka ) , in10 an interviewIOtervlew SaturdaySaturday-
with

Saturday-
withwith the Tundra Times , critientl-entlcriti-entl-
clzed

criti-
cized

¬-

cizedclzed Alaskan native leaders whowho-
attack

who-
attackattack the administrationadmmlstra tJOn billbIl-
lvehemently

bill-

vehementlyvehemently - not on the terms ofof-

the
of-

thethe settlement - but on its disdis-dis-

tribution
dis-

tribution
¬-

tribution aspects .

"II"Iwould" . would publicly urge everyevery-every-
one

every-
one

¬-

one talkingtalkmg about this billbillwhowhowho-
wants

who-
wantswants it to pass to be positivepositive-
and

positive-
andand distinguish between compencompen-compen-
satory

¬.-

satory and procedural aspects ,"
he said . .

These attacks , he saidsatd ,. cancan-

Continued( Continued on page 6)6)
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.
amm ition'bitionb' , Con

greSsional ' opponentsopponentsbofbof[. of land '
".

4! claimsaims legislation . :; + 'AA'' better waywaysway-
sof'ofof' of commenting , he ' pomtedpointed out\out,, \r!.outr' . has

, been ,;'shownshown' .byby.by.AFNby.AFNbyAFN. .. 'AfNAfN' PresiPresi-iPresiiPresii-
dent

':- )

c.tL-c.tL.-c.tLdeniDondeni-DondeniDondentDondent--DonDon-
,

JVrighJWright,, ,who consiconsis-consisconsis-
tently

-
J

ttentlyntly''
., calfscalls ' the ., administrationadministration-

bill
'

bill a good base from which toto-

work
to-

workwork for ' a betterbettersettlementsettlement .
Senator Stevens defended thethe-

"onr
the-

"on"onronr"onon"
, corporationorpor tion " provisions ofof-

the
of-

thethe .pdministrationpdministration
'.fldministriit oR bill as a dede-dede-

vise
.-

vise , tto simplify the passagpassage
. of

, .' . land claims' Iaims legilegislationation ,

'NothingNothing' '

, , he ' insists , in
'

thethe-
distnDution

the-
distributiondistnDutiondistribution po'rtionsportions' of the ad-adad-

ministration
ad-

ministration
-. ministration bill , precludes nana-nana-

tive
.-

tive groupsroups frontfrom orgaJ.1i1.ingorgaJ1i1.ingorgaJ1i1ingorganizing. . dis-disdis-
tribuQon

dis-

tribuion
--

tribuQontribuion( throughthroughwhwhwhatever-whatever-whateverfor-
mat

t ver , for-forfor-
at

-

for-matformat-at they, choosechooseincluding-includingincluding-- -includingi-ncluding-,- re-rere-

gional
-

gionalregionalcorporations . ' ,

"AfterAfter" the settlement is ap-apap-
proved

ap-

proved
--

proved, ," Stevens explaexplainedned , "anyany"any-
of

"any-
of

"
of thethe,

;
,
proceduralproceduralaspectsaspects can bebe-

'changed1'changed'changed .."
. '

Any unequal distributiondistribution-
pl

distribution-
planplplnplann , he explained , should bebe-

decidect
be-

decideddecidectdecided by a votvote of ththe bene-benebene-
ficiaries

bene-
ficiaries

-

ficiaries qfof the legislation .- thethe-
'native

the-
'native'nativenative' people , of Alaska .

"IfIf" the Congress must decidedecide-
the

decide-
thethe maIagementmaragement}) of land claimsclaims-
money

claims-
moneymoney we get tied up in minu-minuminu-
tia

minu-
tia

-

tia :,"; Stevens said . He pointedpointed-
out

pointed-
outout that the historical precedentsprecedents-
upon

precedents-
uponupon which Congress bases itsits-

powe'r
its-

powerpowe'rpower' ' to 1.legislateslate , land claimsclaims-
settlementssettlements may preclude de-dede-

cisions
de-

cisions
-

,'

cisions to distribute benefits un-unun-

equally
un-

equally
-

. equally
,

.

A'

HoweverhesaidHowever ;, .hehe,. ;> said , many Jn, In-InIn-

tribes
-

,

.

dian tribes have , developed theirtheir-
ownown ) , distribution

", Schemes ,' forfor-

land
for-

Landland claims'claims.' ' moneys ., He citedcited-
the

cited-
thethe

,
AIaskanTIingit-HaidaAIaskanTIingitHaidaAlaskan '

,
Tlingit-HaidaTlingitHaida- 'ndindiIndi-IndiIndi-

ans
' .-

ans who provide money for eduedu-edu-

cation
.-

ccationtion and other tribes who havehave-
set

have-
setset aside settlement money forfor-
the

for-
thethetheeducationeducation bfof their children .

Congressman Nick Begich , inin-
v!v an intefViewinterview in Washington , D.CDC. .

1
1replied
\
} replied to an Ar forage.99. &IL1IL1.& 'DailyDaily'Daily-

i

>'' .ii1Yii1Y.ii1Y-

I

.
I News1tews! story last week whichwhichwhichspecspecspec-.-
1lulatedspeclulatedlulatedoni iediedonon reasons why Congress-CongressCongress-
man

Congress-
man

-

man WWayneyne Aspinall (D-ColDCol-- ..) liashaslias-

announced
has-

AnnouncedAnnounced, announced he wilIwill omit BegichBegic-
hlrom

Begich-
fromlrom,from the Conference CommitteeCommitte-

ern
n thethe,

land claims bill . ',rn AspAspinallnaIl , who ', is chchairmanirman ofof-
the

of-
thethe House Interior Committee ,
hass the powerpower-powerto_- to assign ConCon-Con-
gressmen

.-
gressmen from his committee toto-

work
to-

workwork on the iq1portanimportant( Con-ConCon-
ferencr

Con-
ference

-

ferencrference Committee which recon-reconrecon-
dies

recon-
ciles

-

diesciles diffdiffrencesdifferencesrences between 'HouseHouse'House-
and

'

andd 'SenateSenate'
Senate versiversionsns of legislalegisla-legisla-

tion
-

tIontion-tion.-tion"The I
;
' "TheThe"" real feasopreasop is that Con-ConCon-

gressman
Con-

gressman
-

gressman Aspinall has never putput-
aa freshman member 'ofof'' CongressCongress-
onon a Conference Committee in
13

, yearstyears ," Begich sludsaid ., Accord-AccordAccord-
ing

Accord-
ing

-

ing to the Daily News stotystory ,
Aspinall'sAspinalls'' already announced de-dede-

cision
de-

cision
-

cision not to put the AlaskanAlaskan-
Congressman

Alaskan-
CongressmanCongressman on a ConferenceConference-
Committee

Conference-
CommitteeCommittee is due to his supportsupport-
of

support-
ofof the AFN bill (introduced by
UoydLloydbyUoydbyLloydMeeds) rather than As-AsAs-

pinall's
As-

pinall's
-

pinall'spinalls'' own land claims bill .

;

.
BegBegichch said he did notnot believebelieve-

Aspinall's
believe-

Aspinall'sAspinall'sAspinalls' announcement waswas-

due'to
wawa-

duedue'toduetodue'to .hishis., advocacy of the AFNAFN-
b

AFN-
billbbillU . . ' "

'

"II" .' think'

it
'-

shows
s-

hows
.' shows that hthe isis-

serious
is-

seriousserious 'abab'aboutabout'
ut getting the bilIbill outout-

as
"

as he ,. is already selecting thethe-
Conference

the-
ConferenceConference Committee , "BegichBegich"Begich-
said

"Begich-
said

"
said jibaboutut the decision .

Meanwhile in Juneau , AlaskanAlaskaAlaskan-
native

Alaska-
nativenative .leadersleaders., are meeting withwith-
Governor

with-
GovernorGovernorAttorneyGeneralEganEganandand-and,-

, Attorney
General Havelock to ' try to ob-obob-

tain
ob-

tain
-

tain a state government endorse-endorseendorse-
ment

endorse-
ment

-

ment of the AFN land claims billbill-

The
bill-

TheThe State Rural Affairs Com-ComCom-
mission

Com-
mission

-

mission , composed of 48 mainlymainly-
native

mainly-
nativenative rural leaders , held its firstfirst-
meeting

first-
meetingmeetingMondayafternoonin Juneau onoft MondayMonday-
afternoonafternoon . The Commission ,

which is composed of AFN lead-leadlead-
ers

lead-
ers

-

ers , plus many others , endorsedendorsed-
the

endorsed-
thethe

,
AFN position . They thenthen-

began
then-

beganbegan discussions withwith'thewiththe!' the Gov-GovGov-
ernor

Gov-
ernor

-
'-

to
t- o'-

totry
'-

to
t- o'-

totry
'

ernor and Attorney General
try to obtobtainin state su port forfor-

their
for-

theirtheir position .

'AfterAfter' After three days ', qfof RuralRural-
Affiars

Rural-
AffiarsAffiars Commission meetings ,

the AFN plans a board meetingmeeting-
for

meeting-
forfor Thursday and Friday of thisthis-

weekweekeek 'toto' discuss specific AFNAFN-
business

AFN-
businessbusiness .


