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. Knownfnown'as'COPAN-fnown'as'COPANfnownasCOPAN( 'asas-asCOPAN.- 'COPAN9COPAN9COPAN' '-" '. .'
fnown'as'COPANCOllColleeeCOllColle'geOrientationProgramfore Orientation

' ProgramProramPro ram for Natives Proves Worth
COLLEGE-FindingsCOLLEGEFindings- ofofofananan-

"education
an-

"education"educationeducation" for survival " test propro-propro-
gram

¬.-
gram conducted for four years

.byby., byyearsbythe University of Alaska "concontcontcon-
A

tcon-
tain

"con-
tain

"
A

tain implications for educatorseduceducators-
of

torstors-
of, of Alaskan Natives atIt; ', all levels" ,
'aa' new UniversityUniversity'publicatiohUniversitypublicatiohUniversity'publicatiohasUniversity-publicatiohUniversitypublicatiohUniversitypublicatiohas'publicationpublication'- asas-asas-

serts
as-

serts
¬-

serts .,

The project , known as CO-COCO-

PAN
CO-

PAN
CO-

PAN
-

PAN (College Orientation ProPro-Pro-

gram
Pro-

gram
¬-

gram for Alaskan Natives ) , iwaswaswas-
operated

as

Deratedoperatedperated from 1963 to 1S(671S67191671 ( 67 ,

ininanan era when more than halfhalf-

of'\.ofof. dfof the Eskimo , Indian and Aleut
. .rstudentsrstudents.jsjudentssudents( entering the UniversityUniversity-

were. were likely to drop out at the

end ., of their first year andandandwhandwhenwhenwhwhen-
only

nn-

onlyonly one of 50 entering freshfresh-freshfresh-
man

¬.-
man was likely to get the bacbac-bac-

calaureate
¬.-

calaureatecafallreate degree afteraner fourfour-
years

four-
yearsyears .

,

The test programprogrlm; was folfol-folfol-

lowed
¬.-

lowed by the institution , in 19691969-
of

1969-
ofof Special Orientation servicesservices-
(50S

services-
SOS(50S50S(SOS ) , a continuing UniversityUniversity-

department
University-

departmentdepartment that has slashed thethe-

dropou
the-

dropoutdropoutdropou , rate tremendously .

The .186-page.186page.186186page,186.page186.page186page., -. report on CO-COCO-

PAN
CO-

PAN
CO-

PAN
-

PAN , which
'

helped setS t the patpat-pat-

tern
pat-patpat-

tern
¬-

tern foiirotfo
,'

SOS50S , was written byby-

Lee
by-

LeeLee H . 'SalisburySalisburySalisbury ,. professorpr fessor ofof-

speech
of-

speechspeech and theatre arts ,. as thethe-

principal
the-

principalprincipal investigator ,. and pupu-pu¬.-

blishedpublishedby the University'sUniversitys' InIn-InIn-

stitute
¬.-

stitute of Social.. Economic andand-

Government
and-

GovernmentGovernment Research , directeddirected-
b'y'Victor

directed-
bybyb'y'VictorbyVictor

'

Victor'VictorVictor'' Fischer . It is pricedpriced-
atatS5at 55S5 .

In recent years about one-oneone-
eighth

one-
eighth

one-
eighth

-

eighth of the entering freshmanfreshman-
class

freshman-
classclass at the University have dede-dede-

clared
de-

clared
¬-

clared themselvesthei't7selvestheit7selves' to have at leastleas-
tonefourth

leas-
tonefourthone-fourthonefourth- EskimoEskitll0 , Indian oror-

Aleut
or-

AleutAleut blood .

For four summers during CoCo-

pan
Co-

panpan ., Native students participatedparticipated-
inin seminar discussionsdiscussibnsdiscu sion !> of NativeNative-
social

Native-
socialsocial issues and problems ,.

roomed and boarded with WestWest-West-

ern
West-

ern
¬-

ern professional families workedworked-
onon study skills , guidedguidedreadingreadingreading-
and

reading-
andand motion picture viewing ,. in10in-inin-

dividual
¬,-

dividual testing and counselingcounseling-
and

counseling-
andand a formal freshman-levelfreshmanlevelfreshmanlevel-
course

freshmanlevel-
course

-

course in Anthropology .

Typical replies submitted toto-

questionnaires
to-

questionnairesquestionnaires after the AnthroAnthro-Anthro-
pology

Anthro-
pology

¬-

pology classclas !> sessions includedincluded-
these

included-
thesethese .

1I . "AllAll"AlIAlI"" of myinymy life I'veIve'' livedlived-

in
lived-

inin ail small village , where almostalmost-
subconsciously

almost-
subconsciouslysub-consciouslysubconsciously-- I'veIve'' feltfeltashamedashamedashamed-
of

ashamed-
ofof being 'NativeNative' ative ' .. ThisTls summersummer-
has

summer-
hashas helped me to realize ( almostalmo !>t))that individuals aretreare; important ,
not for race , but for themself.. "

2 . "ThijThij"ThisThis"ThiThi" gives the whites aa-

better
a-

betterbetter chance to understand thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska Natives . The Native stustu-stustu-

dents
stu-

dents
¬-

dents who have this class learnlearn-
to

learn-
toto appreciate their heritagehetitage andand-

their
and-

theirtheir state as well.."
3 . StatementsStatemel1U likelike these ,

ProfessorProfessProfessrr Salisbury commentscOlllments ,.
"indicateindicate" thatth'at' an introductionmtrQducintroduction-
to

!onon-

totaughtbyto cultural study , when taught
by an anthropologist who spe-spespe-
cialikes

spe-
cialikes

-.

cialikescializes in Alaska cultures , cancan-
provide

anan-

provjdeprovjdeprovide the Native student withwith-
uniquely

with-
uniquelyuniquely valuable perspectivesperspectives-
and

perspectives-
andand increased feelings of self-selfself-

worth
self-

worth
-.

worthwortb .:."'
4 . Professor Salisbury saysSaysSays-

that
says-

thatthat COPANCOPANstudentsstudents not onlyonIvonIv-

show
only-

showedshowedshow d a higher college survivalsurvivsurvival-
rate

ll-

raterateratehanratethanthanlhan\hanhan\ Native studentsst- 'udentsst- udents
'

whowho-
did

who-
diddid notot take the orientationonentationonentation-
course

orientation-
coursecourse but that the "studentstudent"student-
personality

"student-
personality

"
personality integration " inm-min-inm-

creased
in-

creased
¬-

creasedcreasedandandandanxietyanxiety levelIe\'elIe'elel\' dede-dede-

creased
¬.-

creased duringdurmg the program .

5 . "InIn" the three years ofof-

highest
of-

highesthighest COPANCOP AN survival ,:"' he concon-con-

tinues
¬.-

tinues ,. "thethe" students also showedshowed-
higher

showed-
higherhigher English grades than diddid-

their
did-

theirtheir non-COPANnonCOPAN- Nativeatl\'eatl'ee\' peers .

6 . "TheThe'The"' examples of studentstudent-
writmg

student-
writingwritingwritmg includedInduded in10 this reportreport-
contain

report-
containcontainImplicationsforimportant implications
for the Alaska educator andand-

provide
and-

provideprovide richnch insightIOSlght intomto thethe-

process
the-

processprocess ofofculturalcultural transition .

ff-

FurtherFurtherFrtherF rther ,. they represent the bebe-bebe-

ginning
¬.-

ginning of a freer and moremo
,
openo enen-

dialoguedialogueopendialoguebetween NativeNativeNativeandandand-

nonNative
and-

nonNativenon-NativenonNative- necessary for imim-imim-

proved
¬.-

provedprovededueationprovededucationeducationedueation in Alaska .

,
;"FinallyFinally'Finally"' ,. they illustrate thatthat-

the
that-

thethe climate forfo learningI arning and comcom-com-

munication
com-

munication
¬-

munication depends largely upup-upup-
on

¬.-

on the degree of mutual trusttrust-
and

trust-
andand respect that develops in thethe-

cIas
the-

classroomclassroomcIas room . ".


