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WASI'IINGTWASIIINGTWASHlNGTON-TbeWASHlNGTONTbeWASHINGTON-TheWASHINGTONThe' N.Tl1eNTl1e,-.- U.S-

Senate
U.SUSV.SVSV.S-

Senate
.

Senate Energy and Natural-
Resources

NaturalNatural-
ResourcesResources Committee todaytoday-
unanimou.ly

today-
unanimouslyunanimouslyunanimou.lyunanimouly. approved 8a propos-
ed

propos-
ed

propospropos-¬-
ed land exchange"betweenexchangebetweenexchange '" between thethe-

NANA
the-

NANANANA Regional CorporationCOlpomtionCoiporadon andand-

the
and-

thethe NationalN4tllmal Park Service , which-
will

whichwhich-
willwill allow for the !developmentlevelopmenl ofof-

the
of-

thethe largest14rgehl known zinc deposit In-

Ihe
In-

the
in

theIhe United States and a significant-
amount

significantslgmficanlslgmficanl-
amountamount of lead , gold and silver inin-

Ihe
in-

thetheIhe Red Dog Mine in Northwest-
Alaska

NorthwestNorthwest-
AlaskaAlaska
AlaskaThe

The landlundfund exchange ,,. which was-

sponsored
waswas-

'ponsored'sponsored'ponsoredponsored by AlaAlaskaka Senator-
Prank

SenatorSenator-
FrankFrankPrank MurkowskiMarkowski ,, will provideprovide-
NANA

provide-
NANANANA with a corridorcomdor to build anan-

access
an-

accessaccess road from the Red Dog-
Mine

DogDog-
MmeMineMme to a port Site located In the-

t

Ihe-

northwet
theIhe

t northwestnorthwet, corridor of theIhe CapeCape-

Knisenstern
Cape-

Kru.ensternKrusensternKru.ensternKruensternKnisenstern. National Monument ..

Under the agreement '
, NANANANA-

isis to receive about 95,00095000,, acres-
of

acresacres-
ofof monument land and wilwill| reireling-
quish

reling-relinglng-
qUlhh

lng-lng-

quishqUlhhgwsh about 103,000103000, acres it-

could
itit-

couldcould hovehave claimed under thethe-

Alaka
the-

AlaskaAlaskaAla\kaAlaka\ Native Land Claims Sel-

dement
Set-

o

SetSet-Sel-Sel¬-
o tlementdementclement ActAct-

Murkowski
Act-Act,-,

MurkMurkowskiw kl said the exchange-
will

exchangeexchange-
willwill permit the road to be <conq ¬'
'structed'troctedtrocted on ththe momostt economicallyeconomlcallr

and environmentally soundsoand routemute .

The exchange was supportedsupponed byby-

the
by-

thethe National AudutxmAudubon Society ,

the NationalNalional Parks and Conserva-
tion

ConservaCOlloervaConserva- ¬.-
tionlion Association , the National-

Park
NationalNational-

ParkPark SeviceSevlce , the Interior Depart-
ment

DepartDepart-¬.-
ment ,, the AlaAlaskaka Federation of-
Natives

ofof-

NallvesNativesNallves ,, and the State ot01of AlaAlaskaAlaska-

It
kaka-

ItIt was opposed by the Sierra-
Club

SierraSierra-

ClubClub and the Wilderness Society-

"It's
SocietySociety-

"It's
Society-

"It's""It'sIts'' unfortunate to see some of-
these

ofof-

thesethese groups ,. like theIhe Sierra-
Club

SierraSierra-
ClubClub , opposeoppobe virtually every pro-

ject
pro-propro ¬.-

ject that is proposedproposed/1proposed1,/"
MurkowskiMurkowskl said . ""AlaAla"AlaskansAlaskanskans are-

much
areare-

muchmuch better served by thQh-

eorganizations
thosethQhethose-

organizationsorganizations thatIhat arearc willing 10-

work
to10to-

workwork for reareasonableonable compromise-
that

compromisecompromlliCcompromlliC-
thatthat accommodate ouourr dual rere-

quirements
re-re¬'-

quirementsqUltements for resource develop-
ment

developdevelop-'¬-

ment and protection of the en ¬,"
vironmentvirOl'lmenvirOllmenvirofinent' ! ,. My legislation , r\(
believebeheve is a very reasonableteasonable com-

promise
comcom-¬.-

promipromise00; , endand I wawas$ pleased to10 get-

the
getget-

thethe support of the entire-
committee'Democrats

entireentire-
commlltee.Democ'ralScommitteCcommlltee.Democ'ralScommlltee.DemocralScommllteeDemocralScommittee-'Democratscommittee'DemocratsDemocrats"'.*- ' DemocYats' andand-

Republicans
[

Republicans alikealike-basedalikebased-based on the-

merits
thethe-

meritsmerits of thtsthisIhis needed projectproject/1project1project1-
During

.,/"
During today'stodays' committee acactact-

tion

>
,-

tiontlontlonVIurkowbki,, \\VIurkowbkiVIurkowbkiMurkowskilurkowski stressed the Im-

portant
Im-Imim1m ¬.-

portantportont economic jUjustificationslIficalions

for the land exchange ..

""ThisThis area has an Unemploy-
ment

unemploy-
ment

unemployunemploy-¬-
ment rate between 60 to10 70 per-
cent

per-
cent

perper-¬-
cent with no major economic babe-

to
basebabebase-

toto provide permanent employ-
ment

employ-
ment

employemploy-¬-
ment , " MurkowskiMurkowskl said . ""By-
allowing

"ByBy"By-
allowingallowihgallowing thisIhls project to become-
reality

becomebecome-
realityreality , we will be providing-
some

providingproviding-
somesome 400 permanentpermanenl jobs In thi-

economically
thisthis-

economicallyeconomically depressed region ., ".
MurkowskiMurkowskl said about 4,70047004,700-

people
4,700-

people
,

people live in theIhe region which is-

the
Is-

the
is

the size of theIhe states of Delaware-
and

DelawareDelaware-
andand Rhode IslandJsland combined .

-

Currently ,, there is only one-

other
oneone-

otherother minemme in operationoperallon InIn-

Alabka
in-

AlaskaAlaskaAlabka ,,.

""TheThe Red Dog Mine will pro-
duce

pro-
duce

propro-¬-
duce aboutaboul 300,000300000, tons of zinc-

each
zinczinc-

eacheach yyearr , which will almost dou-

ble
dou-

ble
doudou-¬-

ble our nation'snations' annual produc-
tion

produc-
lion

producproduc-¬-

tionlion , " MurkowskiMurkowsk1Murkowskl said ,. ""Making-
this

"MakingMaking"MakmgMakmg"Makmg-
thisthis more important Is that our na-

tion's
na-nana ¬.-

tion'stionslion'slions' domestic minesmIRes now pro-
duce

pro-propro ¬.-
duce less than one-thirdonethirdono-thirdono- of our all-

nual
anan-

nual
all-allan-an¬-

nual zinc requirements When thethe-
Red

the-

RedRed Dog MineMme goes into full pro-
duction

pro-
duction

propro-¬-
duction ,, we will increase ourout anan-an*-

I

. ,

nual production to two-thirdstwothirdstwo.tlurdstwotlurds-. of-
our

ofof-
ourour requirementsrequiremel1ts ,.

""ThisThis mineralmmeral development-
will

development
willnolwillnotwill notnol only decrease theIhe area's-
unemployment

area'sareasarea's-
unemployment

'

unemployment rate ,, but will also-
allow

alsoalso-
allowallow NANA to10 provide for thethe-

social
the-

socialsocial and economic need of its-

shareholders
Itsits-

shareholdersshareholders ,
"" Murkowski saiditsII


