
Ambitious project - -

.

Navigability will affect State and Native lands
The Alaska Department ofof-

Natural
of-

NaturalNatural Resources is engagedengaRed In-

an
inin-

anan ambitious project to identifyidentify-
stream

identify-
streamsstreamsstream$ and bodies of waterwater-

which
water-

whichwhich maymaybe-

1De-bebe> e determined asas-

"navigable
as-

"navigable""navigablenavigable " in several regions ofof-
AlaskaAlaska ..TheomcomeofTheomcomeofThe outcome of this rrere-
search

re-re¬-
search will affect the type ofof-
lands

of-
landslands selected by Alaska NativeNative-
corporations

Native-
corporationscorporations and the totaltotal-
amount

total-
amountamount of lands selected by thethe-
State

the-
StateState of Alaska under thethe-
AlaskaAlaska Statehood ActAct-

The
..

The state is keenly interestedinterested-
inin demonstrating navigability ofof-
lakes

of-
lakeslakes , rivers andandstreamsstreams so10 thatthat-

It
that-

itit may more fully obtain its landland-

entitlement
land-

entitlement
lan-

djj entitlement under the StatehoodStatehood-
Act

Statehood-
ActActprovidefor, as Federal statutes provide
for title to lands under navigablenavigable-

1hterways
navigable-

waterwayswaterways1hterways to pass to the state .
Native corporations havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen Interinterestedsted in demonstratingdemonstrating-
navigability

demonstrating-
navigabilitynavigability so that they maymay-
not

may-
notnot be required toIn select landslands-

underlying
lands-

underlyingunderlying such bodies of water ,

and mayy bbe> able to obtainobtain-
title

obtain-
titletitletitle-titleto- to more valuable lands unun-
der

un-
der

un-un¬-

der the Alaska NativeNativeClaims-''Claims-
Settlement

Claims'Claims-ClaimsClaims-

SettlementSettlement Act .

opinionshaveMany federal court opinions
have addressed the navigabilitynavigability-
Issue

navigability-
issueissue since the early ((9th9th19th cen-
tury

cen-
tury

cencen-¬-

tury , although few such casescases-

have
cases-

havehave involved Alaska lands . AA-

recommended
A-

recommendedrecommended decision in an adad-

ministrative
ad-ad.-

inistrativeministrative proceeding Involving-

navigability
Involving-

navigability
involving

ivigabilitynavigability in Alaska was issuedissued-

by
issued-

byby the Chief Administrative LawLaw-

Judge
Law-

JudgeJudge of the Interior Depart-

ment
Depart-

ment
DepartDepart-¬-

ment in case involving land sese-

lections
se-

lectionsljy
se-se-.

lectionslectionsljylections'bylectionsby'DY the Doyon ,. LimitedLinutedLinuted-
regional

Linuted-
regionalregional Native CorporationCorponttion in
1979 .

In December of 1975 , thethe-

Bureau
the-

BureauBureau of Land MaManagementManagement-
BLM

Management-
BLM(BLM ) issuedIssuedanan interim convey-

ance
convey-

ance
conveyconvey-¬-

ance to Doyon involving nver-

beds
river-

beds
rivernver-nverriver-¬-

beds of the Kandik and NationNation-

Riven
Nation-

RiversRiversRiven . BLMBIM said the waterwayswaterways-
were

waterways-
werewere not navigable , and there-

fore
there-

fore
therethere-¬-

fore required Doyon to receivereceive-

title
receive-

titletitle to those riverbeds . Doyon ,

seekingeking to selectse1ect more produc-
tive

producproduc-produc-
tive

-¬-

tivetive lands , appealed this deter-

mination
deter-

mination
deterdeter-¬-

mination to the Alaska Native *,

Claims Appeals Board (ANCAB) .

ANCAB made a decision to in-

clqde
in-

clu.de

in-

clude
in-in-

clu.decludeclqde
.

the state in the apJ1ea-
lbecause

appealapJ1ealappeal-

becausebecause of its claim of tidetitle toto-
navigable

to-
navigablenavigable waterways , and refer-

red
refer-

red
referrefer-¬-

red the matter to the Chief AdAd-

ministrative
Ad-

ministrative
Ad-Ad¬-

ministrative Law Judge in Octo-

ber
OctoOcto-Octo-

berof
-¬-

berberofof 19771917 .
The Judge held a hearing onon-

the
on-

thethe matter in September of
, , , . . ., ,1978< - < >

, and IssuedIssuedaj a recommenda-
tion

recommenda-
tion

recommenda-recommendaenda .-
tion decision which SlIdsaid thethe-

waterways
the-

waterwayswaterwayswaterwayswerewere naVIgable .

The Division of Research andand-

Development
and-

DevelopmentDevelopment in the DepartmentDepartment-
ofof Natural Resources , in cooper-
ation

cooper-
ation

cooper-cooper-
ation with the BLMBIM , Is seekingseeking-

to
''-

navigability
n-

avigabilityto document navigability ofof-

waterways
of-

waterwaysaterwayswaterways of those regions .

Historians for the DitDlVDivisionDivision-

now
SlonSlon-

nownow have only about one monthmonth-
in

month-
inin which to identify which suchsuch-

submerged
such-

submergedsubmerged lands may properlyproperly-
bebe owned by the State of A1as-A1asAlas- ,

kaha . Identif'uIdentifuIdentification' : ltion of such areas ,.
the historians point out , will Im-

prove
imim-

prove
Im-Im¬-

prove the ability of Native cor-

porations
cor-

porations
corcor-¬-

porations to select more valuablevaluable-

lands
valuable-

landslands and increase the amountamount-
of

amount-
ofof lands under state ownershipownership-
atat the !same time . ""It'sIts' up toto-

local =; ; Cuilocal resres-

pilots
residentse ts - historians , ushush-

pilotspilots , trappers , fishermen ,. ii-

ers
mm-

en
mm-

ers
mm-mm-

ersen , andandothenandothersothersothen - to provide usus-

with
us-

with
us-

withwith information about the useuse-

of
use-

of
use-

ofof Alaska'sAlaskas''ss inland water bodies "-
aa historianlustorian for the DIVISion-

said
DivisionDivision-

id
Division-

saidsaidid .

Barry RoderickRodenck , historianhlstonan re-
1

re-rereore-

searching
reo-

searcbIDg

-

searcbIDgsearching1 naVigabilityvigability inm the UpUp-

per
Up-

r
Up-Up-.

rper_ . SusltnaSusitna and Copper River-

drainages
River-

drainages
RrverRiverRrver-

drainagesdrainages , statedstatedIf, "-"IfIf-If you havehave-

ever
have-

everever landed a plane on anyany-

pond
any-

pondpond or lake with skies ,. wheelswheels-

oror floats ; if you kavehave eveever,'
crossed a lakeike or pond on thethe-

ice
the-

tcetceice or min. . a_ vessel on water ,. thIS-

IS

thisthis-

isIS navigatIOn ."
Persons knowmgknowing of such useuse-

are
use-

areare asked to help min documen-
ting

documen-
tmg

documen-documen -

tmgting nanavigability'gability on maps wluchwhich

are posted into places throughout-
the

throughputthroughout
theBarryRoderickstate , or to10 contact Barry

UpperSlIS1tnaUpperSusitnaRoderick , historianlustonan for Upper
SusitnaSlIS1tnaGarySteinand Copper River ; Gary
Stein ,. historianhistonan for the LowerLower-
Yukon

Lower-
YukonYukon ; Ron Swanson , LandLand-
Management

Land-
ManagementManagement OfficerOmcer ; or the his-

m
his-

torian
his-his-'-

tanantorianm for the KuskokwtmKuskokwim andand-
Bnstol

and-
Bristol

and-
BristolBristolBnstol Bay arrareas at the "DIVISIonDIVISIo-
nof

Division-
ofof Research iand Development, .

Department of Natural Resour-
323

Resour-

ces
Resour-Resour -.

ces'., 323 East 4th Avenue . Anch-
ge

Anch-
orage

Anch-
orage

Anch-Anch --

oragege . Alaska 9950199501-
Maps

99501-
Maps

99501-
MapsMaps 1<are10 postedpostedatat the TalTal-

keetna
Tal-

keetna
Tal-Tal-.-

keetna LibraryLibraryandand Museum ,. thethe-
WaSllJa

the-
Wasilla""VasillaVasillaWaSllJaWasilla Library , the FronlJer-

Cafe
FrontieFronlJerFrontierFrontier-

CafeCafe,''afeafe inm PalmerPabner ,. the Noel WieiWienWien-

Library
.

!.Library.JbraryJbrary into FairbanksFaubanks , the ValdezValdez-
Heritage

Valdez-
Herttage'HerttageHeritage''- image

i- mage Center ., EllisEilts Air TaxiTaxJTaxi-
and

.
andd Duffy'sDuffys' Tavern into Slana . thethe-
Department

the-
DepartmentDepartment_ jrpartment of Natural Resour-

ces
ResourResour-¬.-

ces inm Gulkana ., ChitmaClutmaChitin Saloon ,.

Rulhie'sRulhiesRuthle'sRuthlesRuthie'sRuthies' Milepost Cafe inm Cop-

per
CopCop-¬.-

per Center ,. the CakonaGakona Lodge ,.

the Anchorage HistoricalHlstoncalHistoncalHlstoncalandHistoncalandandand-

Fine
and-

FmeFineFme Arts Museum and SUSltna-

An
SusitnaSUSltnaSusitna-

AirAirAn servicesemce inm Cordova


