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AnAn innovative realignment ofofofelectionelection districts will havehave-
to

havhav-
to

e
to be devised if rural areas are to retain the present level oo-

representation
en

representation when the legislaturelegisature! is reapportioned inin
1981 .

Districts will be redrawn , following the completion ofo

the 1980 census , based onon-

the
on-

thethe "oneone" man one vote "

doctrine held by the U.SUS. .

Supreme Court . This willwill-

equalize
will-

equalizeequalize the number ofof-

constituents
of-

constituentsconstituents per legislatorlegislator-
toto conform with an upup-upup-

dated
up-

dated
¬-

dated populationp pulation count..

It is likely that fullyfully-

half
fully-

halfhalf of the entire 60-6060-

member
60-

member
60-

member
-

member legislature willwill-

come
will-

comecome from the AnchorageAnchorage-
areaarea by the .19831983,1,9838983.,. , session ,

although the rate of populapopula-popula-
tion

popula-
tion

¬-

tion growth there is slowingslowing-
inin comparison-comparisoncomparisonto"comparison'comparlso11comparlso11'" } , '"' -. to recentrecent-
y

recent-
yearsyearsyJOSenaiars , J>PresentlyPresentlyresentlYi,),, .', SJT'JJOSJTJJO8.gf8gf8qi" ., ,

'!JOOO-

Senate.TwembeiSenaiSenate.TwembeiSenateTwembei:
,
.'iitembeiSiitembeiS{': rt'1Jiomrt1Jiomiiifromiii-iii'-:from :' ;

thevstate'sfthevstatesfthe'stthestthe'.' ' state'sstateste '(;, , rriostmostmost I
'
,'poppopulatedPopulated-

spot
tated

"

spot ,; aas$$ areare 16''1616-of16of:- oft 40 HouseHouse-

members
House-

membersmembers. Three senatorssertatorssertators-
are

senators-
areare nownow from rural comcom-com-

munities
com-

munities
¬-

munities , and 8 represenrepresen-represen-
tatives

represen-
tatives

¬-
tatives belong to the HouseHouse-

bush
House-

bushbush caucus ((including Rep .,

Jim Duncan , D-JuneauDJuneau-- ) .

"II" don'tdont' believe that ourour-

urban
our-

urbanurban center should set

policy in the state ,"
Sen . Frank Ferguson (D-

Kotzebue
DD-

KotzebueKotzebue ) .. "It'sIts" ' not heal-

thy
heal-

thythy .- "thyGov
Gov . Jay Hammond

appoint a bi-partisanbipartisan- com-
missionmission which must presenpresen-
aa reapportionment plan tt-
him

o
him within 45 days of whenwhen-
the

when-
thethe census is submitted .. TheThe-
governor

The-
governorgovernor then has the samesame-

number
same-

numbernumber of days to declare-
thethe new districts . He has
power to change the
offered, by the commission .

"GovGov" . Hammond woul-
liker-
ljke,1i1i, like ,

veryeejcrmtchtpuch\jcjc\ tot? sees e
.

adeads
rruaua !"" vruralrural, - representationrepiesentatioirepresell tahort ,
saidsaictsaidAttorney. ,

,Attorneyttom y .GeneralGeneral., Av-
rumrum Gross . "WeWe" needneed-
people

need-
peoplepeople with knowledgeknowledge-
about

knowledge-
aboutabout vast areas of thethe-

state
the-

statestate .. " Hammond was prepre-
vented

pre-
ventedvented from seeking a SeSe-SeSe-

nate
Se-

nate
¬-

nate seat in the BristolBristol-
Bay

Bristol-
BayBay area under the EganEgan-

administration
Egan-

administrationadministration reappor-reappor-
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tionment plan of 1974 .

Gross said the toughesttoughest-
part

toughest-
partpart will be reapportion-reapportionreapportion-
ing

reapportion-
ing

reapportion-
ing

-

ing the SenateWhileSenatSenate** iikUe the
"'

HouseHouseof' of Representatives'!

has always been apportionapportion-apportion-

e4Jc
apportion-

ed
¬-

ede4Jc,jacqprding4acrrording,: , rdingto,,to populationJp1laJiQ?? ! ,
1"'., .,,

Senate '.
µ
.distdisti'1Cfdisti1Cfdisti'1Cftine' aretine r±descrhdescri-wdescriwdescriw-

bed
-

bed in
.-

the
t-

hethe :.statestate.statestate.
'StSt' t6 constituonstitu-onstituconstitu-constituonstitut-

ion
constitu-

tion
¬-

tion .

He added that HammondHammond-
isis "toyingtoying" " with ideas onon-

how
on-

howhow to comply with statestate-

and
state-

andand federal constitutionsconstitutions-
without

constitutions-
withoutwithout pre-emptingpreempting-- bushbush-

representati9n
bush-

representationrepresentatipnrepresentati9nrepresentation . For instaninstan-instan-

ce

¬-

ce , Anchorage could be cutcut-

up
cut-

upup like a pie with districtsdistricts-
fanning

districts-
fanningfanning out to rural areas .

Another option could bebe-

statewide
be-

statewidestatewide selection of cancan-can-

didates
can-

didates
¬-

didates from specific disdis-disdis-

tricts
dis-

tricts
¬-

tricts .

"IfIf" there is a sense it'sitsit's-

in

it's-

in
''

in the public interest toto-

have

to-

havehave rural representation inin-

the

in-

thethe legislature there are inin-inin-

novative

in-

novative

¬-

novative ways to do it , "
sayd Byron Mallott , chairchair-¬-

man of the board of Sea-SeaSea-

laska
Sea-

laska
Sea-

laska
-

laska , the state'sstates' largestlargest-

regional
largest-

regionalregional Native corporacorpora-corpora-
tion

corpora-
tion

¬-

tion . 'ButBut' But it will take aa-

lot
a-

lotlot of work and research/researchresearchJresearch-
Mallott

research /':"'
" hasbas ' beenbe n named asas-

a
as-

aa likely candidatendidatec to serveserve-

on
serve-

onon the reapportionmentreapportionmen-

t'The

reapportionment-
C

reapportionment-
eC.?' r.iri. JO f:>fJI' ' .,: ,", , '' ' \JIJI\ ' ,.;

.
'"/'The'TheThe/e' '.7hT'heiThei' ' ,'majoritymajority'niinajorityj rityrity.tof"ofof.toftof". , oftherp-

opulatioit
"'

",<.thethe.,
'h

populationpopulatioitpopulation livesJivesEyes in smallsmall-

areas
small-

areasareas , while vast areas -
where the future of AlaskaAlaska-

isis coming from - is wherewhere-

aa small number of peoplepeople-

live
people-

livelive , " said Mallott.. "TheirTheir"Their-

concerns
"Their-

concerns

"

concerns are just as imporimpor-impor-
tan

impor-
tant

¬-

tanttan t as urban concerns .

That111at will compel us to looklook-

at
look-

atat reapportionment veryvery-

closely
very-

closelyclosely . "

Mallott warned it "couldcould"could-
cause

"could-
cause

"
cause trouble by playingplaying-

with
playing-

withwith numbers now'TnowTnow'T-

"Speculation

now ."'""

"SpeculationSpeculation" prior to thethe-

census
the-

censuscensus could lead to polarpolar-polar-

ization
polar-

ization
¬-

ization of attitudes basedbased-

on
based-

onon information that maymay-

not
may-

notnot be valid afterwards , "

Mallott said .


