
MammalmanMammalmanagementMammal managementman ement endangeredendaneredendan ered
. JUNEAU-EffectiveJUNEAUEffective- marinemarine-

mammal
marine-

mammalmammal management in AlaskaAlaska-

isis in danger , according to AlaskaAlaska-

Department
Alaska-

DepartmentDepartment of FishFishandand GameGame-

Commissioner
Game-

CommissionerCommissioner Ronald O . Skoog ,

because pending Federal courtcourt-
action

court-
actionaction could prevent either thethe-

State
the-

StateState or Federal governmentgovernment-
from

government-
fromfrom regulating the harvest ofof-

marine

of-

marinemarine mammals by AlaskaAlaska-

Natives
Alaska-

NativesNatives .

Native residents of TogiakTogiak-

have
Togiak-

havehave filedfiledsuitsuit against the fedfed-fed-

eral
fed-

eral

¬-

eral government in a disputedispute-
over

dispute-
overover marine mammal huntinghunting-
rights

hunting-
rightsrights . On April 3 , 1979 , Judgejudge-
Harold

Judge-

HaroldHarold HII . Green of WashingWashmg-WashmgWashing-Washmg-

ton
Washing-

ton

¬-

ton , D.CDC... ruled againstagamst the govgov-gov-

ernrttent's

¬.-

ernment'sernmentsernr1lent'sernr1lentsernrttent'sernrttents'' ( Dept.. of InteriorIntenor )

motion for a dismissal of thethe-

suit
the-

suitsuit.. Skoog said the court'scourts'' dede-dede-

cision

¬.-

cision on the dismissal motionmotion-
may

motion-
maymay indicate the directiondirection-
Greene

direction-
GreeneGreene will take in his decisiondecision-
onononhethe\hehe\ merits of the suit itself..

The people of TogiakToglak arguedargued-

that
argued-

thatthat the Marine Mammal ProtecProtec-Protec-

tion

Protec-

tion

¬-

tion Act ( MMPAM MP A ) of 1972 prepre-pre-

empted

¬.-

empted the State'sStates' authorityauthonty to1010-

regulate

to-

regulateregulate Native subsistence hunthunt-hunt-

ing

¬.-

ing of walrus . Further , theythey-

held

they-

heldheld that the MMPA does notnot-

authonze
not-

authorizeauthorizeauthonze the U.SUS. . governmentgovernment-

toto return management authorityauthontyauthonty-

to

authority-

toto the StateSta te of Alaska withwilliwilli-

regard

with-

regardregard to Alaska Natives . TheThe-

SUit

The-

suitsuit was prompted inm part byby-

Toglak

by-

TogiakTogiakToglak residents ' desire to hunthunt-

walrus

hunt-

walruswalrus within the Walrus IslandshlJndshlJnds-

State

Islands-

StateState Game SanctuarySJnctuary .

In InsIllshis refusal to dismiss thethe-

suit

the-

suitsuit , Judge Greene discussed thethe-

MMPA

the-

MMPAMMPA , sayingsaymg "InIn" short ,.

overall purpose evidently soughtsought-

toto be achievedac1l1eved by Congress intntn-

this

in-

thisthis andandrelatedrelated lawslaw is whollywholly-

atat odds with a constructionconstruction-
which

construction-
whichwhich would have the AlaskaAlaska-

See

Alaska-

See(See MAMMALS , Page Four )



. MqmnniqlRolMqmnniqlCo-

ntinued

I .' 'jj' ,

(Continued fromfrom'PagefromPage'
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NativesNiitivesNatives subject tototoa"

a total propro-pro-
hibition

pro-

hibition
-¬-

hibition on walrus hunting , whewhe-whe-

ther
¬.-

ther thatth t prohibition be achievedachieved-

by

achieved-

byby the Federal authorities , thethe-

State

the-

StateState of Alaska , or both inin-

combination

in-

combinationcombination . "
- .

Should Greene rule similarlysimilarly-
inin the suit itself ,. according toto-

Skoog

to-

SkoogSkoog , neither the Federal nornor-

State

nor-

StateState government will be able toto-

effectively

to-

effectivelyeffectively regulate the NativeNative-

harvest
Native-

harvestharvest of marine mammals .

Skoog said his major concern isis-

that
is-

thatthat "badlybadly" neededneededconservationconservationconservation-
programsincluding

conservation-
programsincludingprograms-includingprogramsincludingprograms--including-- - ¬-managemanage-manage-
ment

manage-
mentment , research , and enforceenforce-enforce-
mentmay

enforce-
mentmay

¬-

ment-maymentmay- not occur , and thethe-

State
the-

StateState may lose a major strugglestruggle-
toto insure the conservation ofof-

Alaska's
of-

Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' marine mammalmammalrere-rere-

sources

re-

sources

-

sources . "


