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Young , inexperienced , learnlearn-learn-

ing
learn-

ing
¬-

ing ;,' aspiring , succeeding , somesonte-sontesome-sonte-

times
some-

times

¬-

times failingfalling , but tryingtiying to imim-imim-

prove
im-

prove
¬-

prove .

That is more appropriate dede-dede-

scription
de-

scription
¬-

scription of the small high schoscho-scho-

ols
scho-

ols
¬-

ols springing up across ruralrural-

Alaska
rural-

AlaskaAlaska than the "doomed-to-"doomeddoomedto"doomedtof-
ailure

"doomedtof-
ailure

"doomedtof-
ailure

" - -

failure if something-isn't-done-somethingisn'tisntdonesomethingisn'tdone-
quick

somethingisn'tdone-
quick

somethingisn'tdone-
quick

- ' -- -

quick " stories trumpeted in thethe-

pass

the-

passpass media as a result ofofaa recentrecenlrecenl-

University
recent-

UniversityUniversity of Alaska report ,

State Board of Education memmem-ntein-nteinmem-

bers
ntein-

bers

¬-

bers say .

They also add thatIhat stateslate govgov-gov-

ernment
¬.-

ernment should continue concon-¬-

structing small rural high schoolsschools-
in

,

in compliance with the wellwell-

known

wellwell-

knownknown Hootch Consent DecreetJecreeDecree,, ,
a class action lawsuitlwsuitl wsuit that claimclaim-claim-

ed

¬.-
ed rural childen , predominatelypredominately-
natives

predominately-
nativesnatives , were discriminateddiscriminated-
against

discriminated-
againstagainst because they had to leaveleave-

their
leave-

theirtheir families and villages to atat-atat-

tend

¬.-
'

tend high school..

Despite this legal settlement ,

the very concept of small ruralrural-

schools

rural-

schoolsschools has drawn fire from anan-

elected

an-

electedelected Anchorage official sese-sese-

eking

¬.-

eking signatures to a petitionpetition-
that

petition-
thatthat would foreclose furtherfurther-

constryctlOn

further-

constructionconstructionconstryctlOn of rural high schoscho-¬-

' ' " ' " ' - - ", . , ' { j"IjI" . ' - ., . .
olsolsofi), ofof fewerfewfewgr'than'2SQstudentsfewgrthan2SQstudentsfewgr'than'2SQstudents-
and

r ' than25than '250&, students ,
% '

.

andandalJowandallowallowalJowalJowonlyonly' 'briebrie'>
onerie highhhlgh'ncli'oohlghnclioog. 'schoolschool'scl1oofscl1oof' ' (.

'

, to operateoperate'inoperatein' n each,eachReegional., Regional EdEd-EdEd-

ucation
¬.-

ucation ., Attendance :; *, .AreaArea.A.reaA.reaArea.A.re-

aREAA

Area-

REAA.The
.
.

(REAA.ThREAAThREAA.TheREAATheREAA ), ,. .TheThe.
. alternative1alternativealtern, tive ' Wouldwwould-

be
ulduld-

bebe something akinakin to the boardboard-board-

ing

¬.-
ing home program that alreadyalready-

has

already-

hashas failed resoundinglyresoundingiy in AlAl-AlAl-

aska

¬.-

aska .

"They'reTheyre" ' going to make itit-

work

it-

workwork one way or the otherother-
said

,"

said.said-said.- board member June Nelson ,

referring to small high schoolschool-

programs

school-

programsprograms and the communitiescommunities-

that
communities-

thatthat have made major gains inin-

the

in-

thethe local control of their schoolsschools-

since

schools-

sincesince the 1976 startup of thethe-

REAAs

the-

REAAsREAAs , the school districts thatthat-

supplanted

that-

supplantedsupplanted the State OperatedOperated-
Schools

Operated-
SchoolsSchools in the vast rural UnorUnor-Unor-

ganized

Unor-

ganized

¬-

ganized Borough , SB 35 , thethe-

legislation
the-

legislationlegislation that created the 2121-

REAAs

21-

REAAsREAAs , stipulated that a boardboard-

of
board-

ofof education be elected at eacheach-

school

each-

schoolschool siteite to advise the regionregion-region-

al

¬-

al boards on how to best runrun-

their
run-

theirtheir local schools .

"InIn" several districts , the pro-pro-

.
: J! l\1Jl1J,\;'' .ww.:}? rrt{ ::-tt-: )H ;.'! \!' ,.'.
gramsgramsa

", arrg .succeedlsucceedl.succeedingiolsucceedingiol-

Alask

g ,', NelsonVelson ,
,

e"

A1asAlask 'IEskb11IEskb11
' Eskltiio'attdlifelOngEskltiioattdlifelOngEskltiio'attdlifelOngTess0 :

' nd :; Jifet ngngTTTessSt °

,deritdelttt }:,6ftSfl?\ Kbtzebii/KbtzebiiKbtzebiisaidKotzebu? eb ?r:{/"saidsaid"
said/saidsaidLocal/,'';. ?

,
LocalLQLocal-

control

at

controlo t-itit .-I ;,ni,
sheaaidV, > i'titeai':

.!
: Jiv'clViiiiJiJivclViiiiJi;;! "'isis'is.' ,

.
,
,Yhat>,}vhat, , theyh ey';;,'-

to
t- o't-

ogo
'wahiSTheyjwaht'CtheirlwahiSTheyjwahtCtheirlwantwanliThty, They: :'_wanCtwantt'" '

,
teireirllPdskidsfkids ', toto-

gOgogO i!= tolschbol/tolschboltolschbolattojchaoh"itjchaohit:scbo li/'"att , homeThe-homeThehomeTherehone.ThneTh... ,. .rere-._ rere-rere-

gl

¬.-
gional1gl nnil't "

boardingbo"ardboardboarding'homeboardinghomeboarding'homeprogram" 1g 'homehome.'' libme, 'pp-programprogram'-programgr i'
"'

was a disaster .," ',

JanJJan
'\

HohmanHHohmanan , a State BoardBoard-

of
Board-

ofof Education "member-
i

member-
i

member"",,
ember , fromfrom-

Nome

from-

NomeNome , said of thethesmall,"
,'
.smallsmall.
sma highhhigh-

schools

&tJtJ&.
"" think basically ijleytheyijley-

are

they-

are
schools , "II ,

basically they
are succeedingsucceedi g ,". but added thatththat-

it
tt-

itit is now time for the REAAsREAMR AAs toto-

explore

to-

exploreexplore alternativealterna1ivealtemalive methodsmethodsofofof-

program

of-

programprogram delivery , such as ex ¬.

posing students tot short-termshorttermshortterm-

courses

shortterm-

courses

-

courses in schools that have difdif-dif-

ferent

¬.-

ferent kinds of educationaleducatloeducational-

facilities

alal-

facilitiesfacilities and opportunities .,

"TheThe" REAAs are in a positionposition-

toto begin to be creative and toto-

provide

to-

provideprovide these alternatives .."
State Board of EducationEducation-

President
Education-

PresidentPresident Thelma Langdon ofof-of-

fers

¬.-
fers other ideas for program imim-imim-

provement
im-

provement

¬-

provement .. They include thethe-

need

the-

needneed for school districts to offeroffer-
inservice

offer-
inserviceinservice training to teachers toto-

help

to-

helphelp them to better deliver smallsmall-

high

small-

highhigh school programs . "It'sIts"tI'stIs" ' aa-

matter
a-

mattermatter of people workingworkl g hard ..""

Both Langdon and HohmanHohman-
also

Hohman-
alsoalso oppose the boarding homehome-

concept
home-

conceptconcept.. "IfIf" we revert ( toto-

boarding

to-

boardingboarding homes ) ," LangdonLangdon-
said

Langdon-
saidsaid , "thethe" whole individual rightsrights-

issue

rights-

issueissue is there again . " Said Hoh-Hoh-

J.'ff' m} r-1r1.: , , :-;' _ ( ,11,<, ti( hhh
; ' .IJIfI1XIJIfI1X

.
, ' ,

1 manmaxi aboutabout titUl boaraUlgboar g hhomesomes :
}

rWe"WewoWewo" ;
v f'ifi.':hfded{ d\dd.h\'.hh.it 's{ fI\UedfIUedfailed\ jfhilsert'iriiser-'iriiseririiser'iriiser-

Tlie

' -

F/FfhilsertFFIYr/# IYr; '
' > r \ ! : 1 . \

j

f:i ,TheiTlie1he.i1iQarding1hei1iQarding
. boardingboarding: ,. home, programPlognunPlognun-

S
p ograsnograsn-

was, wasWPlognunWwasthepioductS -thepioductthepioduct':
- the;', product 'VV'ol> If(!taia 'systemsystem'system., ofpfpf-

dual'education'ln<'
"
duaidual'education'lndualeducationln

.' d cati n ' A1Alaskaika '"..WWjvhicltjvhiclt-

began

. 4
"beganbegan4"beganbegan in

.,
., theththo

,"
cartyearlyd l191900s°OOss withwwith-

US
thth-

USUtSUS, ., CongressionalCQngressiorialCghgressiorial ' recognitioncognitionrecognition-

of
cognition-

otofototoneofoneone system , forfor'theforthe'the Education.education-..education-
of

du atlon
.ofof. off whites withinwJhin! incorporatedincorporated-
towns

incorporated-

towntown'stownstown
'
s , andand'linother''anotheranother'linotherlinother systemsystemfor-forfor-. forfor-

the.' the educationededucationofcati of Alaska natives .

The education ofototwrnteofwhitewhitewrnte ' secondsecond-second-
ary

second-
ary

¬-

ary children waswaSwaSassumedassumed by terter-ter-

ritorial
ter-

ritorial
¬-

ritorial 'andand*' and municipal governgovern-govern-

ments
govern-

ments

¬-

ments , but the education of nana-nana-

tive
na-

tive

¬-

tive secondary students ,. waswas-

limited
was-

limitedlimited to the boarding programsprograms-

operated
programs-

operatedoperated by the U.SUS. . DepartDepart-Depart-

ment
Depart-

ment
¬-

ment ofoflnteriorInterior .

Segregated schools were eses-eses-

tablished
es-

tablished

¬-

tablished in a number of townstowns-
where

towns-
where

,'
where white populations werewere-

prt'dominant
were-

predominantpredominantprt'dominantprtdominant' . Later , Congress eses-eses-

tablished
es-

tablished

¬-

tablished and gave locallocalconconcon-con-

trol

¬.-

trol of independent schools toto-

whites
'

whites in incorporated towns .

The boarding homehortle program bebe-bebe-

gan

be-

gan

¬-

gan first by sending the brightbright-bright-
est

¬.-

est nativen tive secondary childrenchildren-
out

children-
outout of state to Indian vocationalvocational-
schools

vocational-
schoolsschools , an idea abandoned bebe-bebe-

cause

be-

cause

¬-

cause of adverse healthhealthandandand-

social
and-

socialsocial factors for students .

In 1925I92S the federalfederal, governgovern-govern-

ment
govern-

ment
¬-

ment established three boardingboarding-
schools

boarding-
schoolsschools for natives in Alaska ,

(See ALASKA , Page Seven )



(Continued from Page Four )
and in 1947f 947 started MtM 1.. Edge-EdgeEdge-

cumbe
Edge-

cumbe
-'

cumbe in Sitka . Rural studentsstudents-
then

students-
thenthen wereweredvengiven/dvendven/ the opportunigyopportunigy-
ofof staying at home , foregoingforegoing-
aa high school education , or atat-atat-

tending

¬.-

tending MtMt.. Edgecumbe or anan-

outofstate
an-

outofstateout-of-stateoutofstate-- - boarding school forfor-

Indians

for-

IndiansIndians .

In the mid-1960smid1960s- the statestate-

itself
state-

itselfitself opened a number of rere-rere-

gional

re-

gional

¬-

gional boarding schools butbut-

before
but-

beforebefore the HootchHootchcasecase waswas-

initiated
was-

initiatedinitiated , changed that approachapproach-
toto providingprovldmg rural secondary eded-eded-

ucatIOn

ed-

ucation

¬-

ucation in favor of buildingblllldmgblllldmg-

small
building-

smallsmall rural high schools .

It was because of the remrem-rearrem-

nants
rear-

nants

¬-

nants of the dual education syssys-sys-

tem

sys-

tem

¬-

tem that the HootchIlootchHootchcaseIlootchcasecase waswas-

brought

was-

broughtbrought about.. And it was thethe-

Hootch

the-

HootchHootch Consent Decree thatthat-

mandated

that-

mandatedmandated small secondarysecondary-
schools

secondary-
schoolsschools be provided inm 112626 ruralrural-

communities

rural-

communitiescommunities .

It was an expensive commitconllnIt-conllnItcommit-conllnIt-

ment
commit-

ment

¬-

ment because of high constructconstruct-construct-
ion

construct-
ion

¬-

ion costs in rural Alaska . CostsCosts-

range

Costs-

rangerange from $8585$ per square footfoot-

in

foot-

inin Southeastern to $250250$ perper-

square

per-

squaresquare foot inm more remoteremote-

areas

remote-

areasareas . Costs have ranged from aa-

few

a-

fewfew thousand dollars for re-rereo-

eStateStateStatemod-

elingmodeling existing buildings toto-

more
to-

moremore than $22$ million to erectereclerecl-

a

erect-

aa complete new school.. ButBut-

most
But-

mostmost have run between
$800,000800000$ , to10 $1.41.414$ .. million .

Seventy of the HootchHootch-
schools

Hootch-
schoolsschools are new structures ,.

while 30 are alterations or rereore-rere-

onovations

re-

novations

¬-

novations to existing facilities .

So far , the state has commitcommit-commit-
ted

¬.-

ted approximately $120120$ millionmIllion-

for
million-

forfor the buildingbUlldmg of the so-calledsocalledsocalled-
Ilootch

socalled-
Ilootch

--
HootchIlootch schools At the samesame-

time
same-

timetime ,. it11 has committedcommittedanotheranother
$7070$ millionmilhon for building schoolsschools-

m

schools-

ininm established city and boroughborough-
schoolschoolchool districts ( The $7070$70Iml$ milIml-Imlmil-milIml-

lion
mil-

lion

¬-

lion was allocated to constructconstruct-
elementary

construct-
elementaryelementary as well as high schoschooscho-schoo-

ols
scho-

ols

¬-

ols , and the $120120$ 120 millionnllllIon waswwas-

largely
dSdS-

largelylargely earmarked for secondarysecondary-
schools

secondary-
schoolsschools . However ,. inIr1 almostalmost-

every

almost-

everyevery case elementary studentsstudcntsstudcnts-
will

students-
willwill share at least parts of thethcthc-

rural
the-

ruralruralruralsecondarysecondary facilities . )

Of the 126 communitiescommumlles dede-dede-

sIgnated

de-

signated

¬-

signated to receive a high school.,.

30 already have been built andJndJnd-

currently
and-

currentlycurrently are operatingoperatll1g Another

70 are in some stages of construconstru-constru-
ction

constru-
ction

¬-

ction , from design to finalfinal-

touches

final-

touchestouches .

Eighteen commumtescommumlescommunites eithereither-

have

either-

havehave opted not to offer a highhigh-

school

high-

schoolschool program , one of the alal-alal-

ternatives

al-

ternatives

¬-

ternatives offeredeffered to communcommun-commun-
ities

commun-
ities

¬-

ities in regulations required byby-

the

by-

thethe consent decree ,. or to transtrans-trans-

port

trans-

port

¬-

port their children to a nearbynearby-
school

nearby-
schoolschool ItItwaswas determineddetenmned thatthat-

eIght

that-

eighteight of the 126 communitiescommumtles dodo-

not

do-

notnot warrant a secondarysecondJry propro-pro-

gram

pro-

gram

¬-

gram due to extremely smallsmall-

enrollments
smallsmall-

enrollments
-

enrollments or other spatespacespJl.e-tha-

t
spJl.etha-

t
spJl.-

e

spJl-
e

tha-
t

spJl.ethat-
could

. thatthat-

couldcould be used for classroomsclas\roomsclasroomsclasrooms-

In

classrooms-

in

\
in their communitiesCOltUl1unllles .

If the petition thaithJtthat AnchorAnchor-

Jge

Anchor-
ageageJge assemblymansemhlymalla DonDOll SmithSnllthSnllthISmithisisIis-

circulatingcirculatingclfl.ulatll1gclflulatll1gclfl.ulatll1gwerccirculatingwere. werewerc to10 becomebecomcbecomc-

pohcy

become-

policypolicypohcy , Alaska'sAlaskas' dualdualcducJtlOndualeducationeducationcducJtlOncducJtlOn-

systcm

education-

systemsystemsystcm could makemAc ja dramaticdrJmJl11dramatic-

comeback

.
comebackcomebackIfif it got by thethc courtscO\lrtcOlrtcourts-
This

\
TinsTIllSThis is becausebCl-ausebClause- the petitionpetltlOll calliCJllscallsCJlls-

lor

calls-

fortorlorfor thethc abolitionabolltlOIl olof allJIIJIIscumdaryallsecondarysecondaryscumdarysecondary-

See

secondary-

See( SeeSce ALASKA . PagePJge Light )
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schools except one in each-

REAA

eacheach-

REAAREAA . This apparently means aa-

return

a-

returnreturn to the boarding homehome-

program

home-

programprogram in the REAAs ,, the samesame-

boarding

same-

boardingboarding home program that hashas-

already

has-

alreadyalready failed .,

Furthermore , Smith'sSmiths' sugsug-sugsug-

gestion

sug-

gestion

¬-

gestion that high schools of fewfew-fewfew-

er

few-

er

¬-

er than 250 students be shutshut-

down
shut-

downdown would leave only two exex-exex-

Isting

ex-

isting

¬-

isting REAA high schools inin-

operation

in-

operationoperation , one at Bethel and thethe-

other

the-

otherother at Kotzebue If Smith'sSmithsSmith's-
Idea

Smith's-
idea

'
idea were expanded to city andand-

borough
and-

boroughborough schools in an attemptattempt-
toto ward off a dual system ,

clearly 45 existing high schools-
of

schoolsschools-

ofof fewer than 250 studentsstudents-
would

students-
wouldwould be deemed inadequatemadequate oror-

superfluous

or-

superfluoussuperfluous to the state'sstates' needsneeds-

Smith

needs-

Smith
needs-

SmithSmithSmithalsoalso made reference to

'",or

the high costs of bperatingperatingoperating ruralrural-

high

rural-

highhigh schools . ,

"WhileWhile" Mr . Smith'sSmiths' referencereference-

isis valid , heh fails to pointoint outout- .thatout- thatout.that-

tbe
.thatthat-

thethetbe state program for financialfinanfinancial-
support

ialial-

supportsupport off education receives anan-

annual

an-

annualannual federalfedera" subsidy of moremore-

than
more-

thanthan $1717S$ 17 million , directly attriattri-attri-

butable
attri-

butable
¬-

butable to children who live inin-

the

in-

thethe ruralruralareasareas of the state ,"

said Commissioner of EducationEducation-

Marshall

Education-

MarshallMarshall Lind , an active parpar-par-

ticipant
par-

ticipant

¬-

ticipant of Alaska education for-

the

forfor-

thethe past 1188 years . Lind said thethe-

federal

the-

federalfederal monies , whichwhichcomprisecomprisecomprise-

about

comprise-

aboutabout 25 percent of monies thatthat-

are

that-

areare spent by rural schools , moremore-

than

more-

thanthan offset the high operatingoperating-

costs

operating-

costscosts .,

The success of the small highhigh-

schools

high-

schoolsschools and the REAAs are inin-inin-

tertwined

¬.-

tertwinedtertwmed , Lind said . And NelNel-Nel-

son

¬.-

son predicts that it will take two

1'111',. " . " P' \ "': ' 'I-'II'I'V;',- , - . ' 'VV' ''', ' '

tot ,,. , fivefive'fjearsfivefjearsfivef' rearsears totd?' smoothsmoothoutout,

problem areas .

As evenwen the recentlyecent1y publishpublish-publish-

ed
"-,

e'ded' andandandcontroversialcontroversialcontrove'rsialcontroversial' UniversityUniversit-
yof

.'

ofof' Alaska Center for Cross-CrossCross-ssCross-

Cultural

CrosS-

Cultural

Crosss-

Cultural

-?:''
Cultural Studies report titledtitled-

Small-

titled-

Small
titled-

Smallhigh

"

Small-SmallSmallHigh-. High School ProgramsProgamsPrograms, forfor-
Rural

for-
RuralRural Alaska put it : "WithWith"

j>" "' ;\'" \.i'iIl\\.iiIl.i'iIliiIl\...i'iIl1' '!\\ ' 1 ' ' ., '..iJiJ.;" '

a shortsightedshortsightedshortsightedviewviewvi ,, the'the' growingggrowing-

pains

,?wing

painsains of thethe REAAsREAMREAAs mayni y"beybe
."
be wenseenseen-

as

seen-

asas ';. .furtherfurtherfurthei
'-

confo
c-

onfo
,'

confoundingconfoundingrsou'hdiconfoundingsoundiconfoundingsound-
small

niling rsou'hdrsouhd.ss.; ; u' d
\

,

smallsmsmalln highhi&t\hi&thithi&tkh&\ '' *khschbpl'deYelopnjpntschbpldeYelopnjpntschboldeyelopmfnt
,

ol :,
,

'deyelop 1 n . '"
,

WithWith a 'longerlonger'

longerlongerYangeian'giangrange'

viewview'
, tiow-tiowtiow-

j

$'owow'pw-pwpw-

ever

-. ;

everevevgir,. itvrnayIt(plarplar.brnay J.bbbe. ' ' ithat:
, thathat( thehenhenwthe-new-thenewthenew-

ness
( '

!
'
:.
:
- neww-ww-

ness

¬-

ness and growing8fowlng painspins 'beingbeing'being-

experienced

being-
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