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A mustering of storks
A flight of swallows
_A knot of toads

A hover of trout

A rafter of turkeys

A pitying of turtledoves
A bale of turtles

A gam of whales

A route of wolves

A descent of woodpeckers

As well as collec-
tive nouns, 1 collect words
containing hyphens. Words
like “‘half-life"’ that use one
hyphen are common enough.
Words that need two hyphens
— like “mother-in-law” —
aren't unusual either. But
finding words that require
three hyphens or more isn't
easy.

Here are the ones I've found
so far, most of them the
names of plants or flowers,

3 hyphens:

snow-on-the-mountain: a
spurge of the western United
States that has lhnfy flower
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ing Eurasian mint that is com-
mon as a weed in North
America

b hyphens:
John-go-to-bed-at-noon: any of
several plants whose flowers
close about noon

kiss-me-over-the-garden-gate:
any of various plants,
especially prince’s-feather

7 hyphens:
Haru-pu-ka-ka-sharu-sha-bau:
the name of a mystical Egyp-
tian deity

8 hyphens:
Willy-with-the-wisp-and-
peggy-with-the-lantern: a
light that appears at night
over marshy ground

9 hyphens:
Kitty-come-down-the-lane-
jump-up-and-kiss-me: the
cuckoopint, a common Euro
pean arum

meet-her-in-the-entry-kiss-her-
in-the-buttery: another flower:
a pansy

I have not come across a
single word with 10 hyphens.
If you happen to discover a
not-four-five-six-seven-eight-
or-nine-but-10-legged word
listed in any legitimate dic-
tionary, do let me know.




