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OrDr !LvdiaLvdlClvdia TggtBlatBlackk ,. professorp'fi'IMIrpfiIMIr"' ' ofAnthropologyAlllh'pologyAlllhpologyAr'tthropologyArtthropology' "' att thelire UnnwvlUIII\'c/tyUIII'cctyUtttverslly\ ' ,/ty ofAlaAlaska-FatAlaskaFatAlaka-FmrbcmkAlakaFmrbcmk,ska-FairliatnkskaFairliatnk- rhat-
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Aleut ethnographerethndgrapher
,

,

i '

''justjust drifted into thithis
,

'

\ .AtteiiA.ttCIiAttCI tdlklnatotalkingtotalkingtdlklna"
"OlinOlin"Olinntlhropology

to OrDr tv-diatvdia1didLydia1-1- - did BlackBldtkSlack ,

proleprotessorrotessor' or of anthropologynlhropologyntlhropology utat the
,
}

UmverUniversityUnrversty,}tylfofelf!Alaska-FairbanksAlaskaFairbankselfAlaskaFairbanksAlaAld1ku-FillrbankAld1kuFillrbank<jka -Fajrtwnks ,, it'd-

hard
it'sitsItit'ditd'!,''\ hardhlrQ! to believebclieve whatwljat shehe saysSdYS of her-

woi
hcr-

WOI

herhcr
WOIwoikk with Ala'kaAlakaAlaskaAlaska'sAlaskas' ' AleutsAlcutAIcutj ; ---- ""II JustJust-
drifted

ju > tt-
dl'lltcdUniteddl'lltcddllltcddrifted' into thistim , " Herer contributionscontribution ' to-

tile
toto-

thethetile field of Aleut cethnographyhnogplphyhntgraphyhntgraphythe) --thethethc-
I

the-
i

thethc
I descriptivedccnpllve, studyMudy , 0oor culture --- span-

more
''pan1-

110re
span'panpan

more11110remore than a decade findrindLind belie a woman-
who

Woman-
whlHT1erely

woman
whowhlHT1erelymerelyitteeely didultsdllihillsills-

Black
illsi(

i,

BlackBldck .,. who presentedpFe'et1lcdpFeet1lcd' two lectures-
last

lecturesleelure
lastIdt, year aas part of UAFsUAF'sUAF '' Otto GcistGellGeistGeist-
Lecture

Gell-
L.ceture

,.LectureL.cetureLceture ScriesSeneSeries.. ''TheThe Aleutsleutsleut ' ,.
' canleeanlecame to-

UAF
toto-

JAF\,UAF\JAFJAF fromfrol11 PI'IJVldPIIJVldProvidProviddhce' neetlce College inmin-

Rhode
m-

RhodeRhode 1Islandldnd ,,. wherwheywherq ,shehe hadhld, taught-

since
taughttdught

sincelIlce 11979731971, BlackBlackisIis" ann IIlterndlional-
Iy

international-
ly

internationalIIlterndlional-IIlterndlionalinternational--¬-
lyIy known "scholar"cholarcholar w oseoe, pathpdlh to her-

present
herher-

preprepresentent pOpositionlIlon inm Fa rbanksrbank hahas been-

fat
beenbeen-

tdltdlfatrai fromtrom traditional-
Born

traditionaltradltllmaltradltllmal-
Born

tradltllmalI \
I

Born inm KievKwv ,,.
RussiaRussiaRU"hlRUhl" ,,. BlackBII\tkBIItk\ was-

raised
wawas

raisedinralraiseded in111 ,aI Idmllfamil\familfamilsfamilot\, otof RussianRu"wnRuwn" intellec-
tuals

IIItellec1l-

11I1

mtellcc-
tuiils

mtellcc-mtellccIIItellec-IIItellecintellec-intellec--
1l11I1tuiilstuals who stressedtre"edtreed" serous,sehouse 10U academic-

pursuits
academicacademic-

purpurpursuitsulh uialat home rathrathiirathII thanthJn formalformdl ,,

lI1institutionaluh4titutionaltltutlt'naltltutltnal' education! She leaned-
4eiv

learned-

lelV
learnedleaned

veivlelV4eiv quickly4111ekly to enjo\enjoenlO\enlOenlosenjolindenlOmd\ lindmdind dp/JredpJreappregiate-
hooks

appreciateappregiate/ iateiate-

bookbooksbookhooksshetandhei, anddnd knowledgeknowledgl 1IIn 195019501950 ,,. shehe\andheandshetandheand-
hel

\
and

heihel huhusbandhand moved tm), the United-
States

UnitedUnited-
"Idte"States"IdteIdte, where he WOlwoiwoikeoke da.sas. andn applied-
research

appliedapplie-
dreearlhresearchreearlh, engineercngmeer ,specialisingpeclllllmgspecializing, in111 thcr-
nodynarnics

therther-thcr-thcrther-
modynmllc

-¬-

modynamicsmodynmllcnodynarnics, in111 Md"dchuMddchuMassachusetts" ctt " They-
raised

TheyThey-

ral

They-
rmifvlralrmifvlraiseded .mrmrfourIFnnr. HmnhtrdllIghterdaughters,, > ri ., aijaijBlackanunit RLickBldckBlack statesstates-
that

<..tiitoutiitoutl\estlestlest-
hat

,, \

reh'ardiog'usptlctsthat ,,. """oneone oiotof the l11omostt rewardingreh'ardiogrehardiogrC'fardlrCfardl'' gg-

'a'pOCI''aspectsaspects'a'pOCIapOCI'usptlctsusptlcts' . ofolfof' hlchietile is" beitlgbelljgbeing ua wilewife and-

mother
IInd-

mother
andIInd

mother "
WhenWhcn BlackBlack'sBlacks''" huhusbandhtlshundhllnd died in11119691969 ,,

her lhieIslele changed dramaticallydramallcally ,, With-
four

WithWith-
jourfourjour daughtersdllIghler, , ranglnrangingrangingininIII ageuge from-

three
fromj'romjromj'rom-

three

'

three roto 1177 ,,. shehe had to Imdhndfind a meunmean1)mean1means) of-

support
of01

supportupporl Black wawas" anXIIuanxious) to10 findtindrind a-

lob
aa-

lob|lobob immediatelyIInmedwtely ,,. but her daughtersdlughter, en-

couraged
enen-

eourdged
en-en¬-

couragedeourdged her Itto, go to college to10 for-

maiire
for-

mahle
for-

mulie
for-for--

muli/emuliemahlemaiire/ the learninglearnll1g that uup until then-

bad
thenthen-

bddbadbdd been an avocation She decided toto-

do
to-

dodo |IUlustust" thatIhlt, ,, and BlackBlalk creditscredlt Nor-
theastern

Nor-NorNor-

theu
NorNor-¬-

theutheasterntern Universityin,1JmverUniversitylIylIyInin BoBostontllI) and-

very
andaand a-

very
ua

very underunderstandingtandmg dean for helping-
her

hclpll1g-
her

helpinghclpll1g
her get eestablishedtablJ

.
hed in111 the ''realreal'''

academicaeadenllc world ""TheyThey'They' gave me creditcredit-
for

credit-
fortorfor the knowledge I hadhld: acquiredal'qulredalqulred' on-

my
onon-

mymy own ,,. " shehe saidtlld She wawas awarded-
d

awarded-
a

awarded
ad bachelorbal'helorbalhelor' otof scienceclence inIII 1969 and-

decided
andand-

decideddecided to go on to graduate school-
The

schoolchoolschool-
The

chool-
TheThe 'collegellIege(, sceneteno Wawas not aas eaeasyy for-

mature
forfor-

maturemature adultsadult aas' itII is now For exam-
ple

exameXdm-eXdmexam-eXdm-
pIc

-¬-

plepIc ., BlackBldCk enquired at HarvardHdrvard Univer-

sity
Umver-

lIy
UniverUmver-UmverUniver-¬-

sitylIy about grgraduatedduate studiestudles and wawas, told-

she
told

shehe wawas ttXtootext) old She wawas , however ,. ac-

cepted
dC-dCac-acacdC-

cepled
¬-

ceptedcepled atdt BrandeisBrdndci ,. anddnd received her-

master
herherl-

11al11amasterter ot01of aIarts'' degree in111 anthropologyanthropology-
m

anthropology-
ininm 1971 By that timeIlIl1e ,,. shehe wawas begin-

ning
beginhegll1-hegll1begin-hegll1-

mng
-¬-

ningmng to develop andn II1tereinterestt in Siberia-
and

SiberiaSiberia-
dndanddnd in111 ,anthropologicalmlhropologlcal theory-

Because
theorytheory-

Because
theory-

BecduBecduBecausee BrandclBrandeisBrundcisdid' did not have ad pro-pro--

\I 'ii-

grantgrantgrun\grungrunuited\] suiteduited
t

to hedheiherllntere'therllnteret) Interests'sheInterestssheinterests' ,,.'' shehe pur-
sued

pur-
ued

purpur--¬-
suedued terherIeI' doctoratedoctorut titpttt the UniversityUmverMty of-

Mass
01-

Ma
ot01of

MaMassMassachusettschuchusettsells in AimherstA mherstl11heN ., She focus-
ed

focusfocus-foeu -¬-

ced on100oft .social.uclaluclal anthropology andIInd diddid-

rc
did-

rescarrcrescarresearchearFh* h on the NjvkhlNivkhlNjvkhi people ,,. who-
live

whowhl)
livehve alalongng the AmuArneAmuii River in southeast-
Siberi

southeastuthea tt-

SiberlSiberiaSiberlSiberii and on SakSakltialinSakhalinalin Island(slanthlun ) ,, north-
of

northnorth-
ofof JapJaplmIn .. After shelshehelhelwllwllwas. awarawardeded her-

Ph.D
herher-

Ph.D'1Ph.DPhDPh.D'1Ph.D1PhD1. .' .she.hehe accept dd aII job att Pro-
videnc

Pro-
I

Pro-

vldent
Pro-Pro) -

. . . . . . _
I ohoh-

the

I \ f-ffII-> II I" I stayohLvldentvidenc;: College "II ,
wanted to Iotaystay onon-

thethe eaeastt collcoastt until nyn1Y)} daughters were-
grown

werewere-

grownlgrownlgrowngrown/growngrownBlack,,/"' Black sayssaysaysj
,
,, ""becaubecau"becausebecause

. ,
e all of-

our
ofof-

ourour fdfafamilymyIIY rtJotroots werewereWee[ therethere.,
"

Her II1tereinterestst werewere ttto) be rpulledpulledulledulled-
towardpulledtowardtoward AlaskaIdIdskaka ,, howeverhowlver{ BlackBlackrs ma-

jor
mama-

Jor
ma-ma¬-

jor publicationpubljcatlon -- in111 art - grew out of-

personaljcontact
01-

pe"ona
ot01of

pe"onacontactpersonaljcontactpeipe"ona\pe"onapeona"sonul\, contact with Aleut artistartl.tartltartists. !* .. She-

Whet

SheShe-

metmetWhet FreFre4Fred<| AnderAndersonon ,, ahanaim Aleut sculptor ,,.

in111 Anchorage in 1975 ""FredFred wawas
.

.

frufrustratedtrdted becaubecausee he couldn'tcouldnt' findtind any-

models
anyany-

modelmodelsmodel of Aleut art that would help him-

shape
him

shapehape his own art .. " As a favor ,. Black-
began

Blackld kk-

begunbeganbegun collecting photographsphotogrdph of Aleut-
masks

AleutAleut-
mamamasksh for AnderAndersonon .

In 1978 ,,. anotheranlther) Aleut ,, Pat Plet-

mknoff
Plet-

mknoff
Plet-

niknoff
Plet-Plet-

mknoffniknoff ,,. realizingrea1lzmg thatIhat the eXIexistingexisting-
Aleut

tlngtlng-
AleutAleut arturt WaWas. in mumuseumseums and at-

universities
atutut-

uhIVefuhIVefuniversities'>hle and nolnotn\ltmthenltmthe\ in the vlllavillagese ,,. talk-

ed
talk-

ed
talktalk-¬-

ed to Black about collectingcollectll1g II1forma-

lion
informa-

tion
informaII1forma-II1formainforma-¬-

tionlion about thetho Aleut artiartistictic heritage-
The

heritageheritage-
The

heritage-
TheThe late Philemon TutiakofiTutwkoflTuttakoff of-

Unal4ska
01-

Unal
ot01of

UnalUnalaskaUnal4skal< ka , then chairman of the board-
of

boardboard-
ofof directorsdirector. ot01of the AleutAlcution/PnhlofAlcutionPnhlofAleutlOn/PrlhlofAleutlOnPrlhlofAleutlOnPrlhlof-
hland

ion/PriblofionPriblofionPriblofI-
slands

/
Islandshland AAssociation''oclatlonoclatlon (APIA ) , ralraiseded thlthisthis-

samesameame questionque'tionquetion' inm 1980 WheelsWheel beganbegunbegun-
to

began-
toto turn ,. andund (thehe aassociationociatlon securedecurcd a-

grant
auu-

grdntgrantgrdnt tromfrom the U S DepartmentDepurtment otof

Education The Aleut CulturalCulturdl HeritageHentuge
ProjectHentugePrOjectHeritageProjectwaspwaspbornwawasl<* born , al1and<.11. Black was ask-

ed
ask-askaaskk-

ed
k-k¬-

ed to write a' comprehensiveeomprehen\lveeomprehenlve\ book about-
Aleut

aboutahoutahout-
AleutAleut art-

The
111-

'1The

art111'11111art-

The
'

The reresultult Iifis., ""AleutAleut ArtArl ., UnanUnangamUnungumbtart )

AguqaadanginUnungumAguqaadangin
.. " PubhPublishedhed in 1982 by-

the
byby-

thethe APIA ,, the book spans severaleveral thou-
sand

thoU-
.and

thouthoU--¬-
.sand.andand years of Aleut art , ertdingendingeliding with-

contetlhporaty
withwith-

contellporurycontemporarycontellporurycontetlhporaty) AleutAlcut arllartelsartistst ' BlackBlacltBlaclt-
points

Blae
pointspoint. out that without the dedicationdedlcallondedlcallon-
of

dedication-
ofof everyone involved ,,. eespeciallypec all pro-
ject

propro-

Ject
pro-pro¬-

ject directordlreotor Patricia PetnvellipetnvelhPetrivelli ot01of Atka ,,

who ""beatbeat the bushesbuhe, " for additional-
funding

additionaladdluonaladdluonal-
fundmgfundingfundmg to provide color reproductions-
in

reproductionsreproduetlOn
inm the book ,,. the project never wouldwould-
have

would-
havehavecompletedThebeen completed

The book is now out ot01of printpnnt ,. but-

UAF's
butbut-

UAFUAFUAF'sUAFs'' RasmussonRasniussonRa mu\mumulO\ lO< LibraryLlbrury hdhas' two-

copies
twotwo-

coplecopiescople m111in Itits AlaskaAla"kdAlakd" sectionectlon

Black Iis unequivocal inm her feelings-
about

feelingsfeehng
about the entireenUre project ,,. andartd says thatthat-

a
that-

asaas a reresultult of the work involvedmvolved in-

writing
minm-

wl'ltlngwritingwl'ltlngwlltlng' the book ,. ""II have eestablished-
a

establishedtabli hedhed-

aa degree of communicationeommunicauon with the-

Aleuts
thethe-

AleutAleutsAleut soo thatthdt I feel comfortable whenwhen-
I1I meet membersmember of the Aleut-
community

AleutAleut-
communitycommunity "

She ,saysay . thatth/IIthII/ inm anthropological-
circles

anthropologicalanthropological-
clrelecirclesclrele\clreleclrelethere\ there Iis a .saying.aYll1gaYll1g ,,. ""thethe field-

selects
field

selectselect the anthropologistanthropologit ,,. " and thattlldt in-

her
In-

her
in

her work with the AleutsAleut" shehe was for-

tunate
for1'01-1'01101for-'1'0-

1tundte
' ¬-

tunatetundte because everything clickedclicked-
Although

clicked-
AlthoughAlthough BlackBluck hasha\hahaachieved\ achieved distinc-
tion

d"Unc-
uon

distincd"Unc-d"UncdUncdistinc-" ¬-

tionuon with worksworh before and after thethe-

pubhcution
the-

publicationpublicationpubhcution ot01of ""AleutAleutAleut Art ,. " ,shehe ,statesstates-
emphatically

tute
emphaticallyemphaUcally that ""thlthl"thisthis Iis the book I-

want
II-

wuntwantwunt to standtand on "

II-

HerHerlicr otherothcr workswork provlde111'tereprovlde111tereprovidcilfteresprovtdeirTteresting' inging-

reading
provlde111'terelmgAmericaslmg

readingreadll1l1lmgreadll1l1aboutnhlut) RuRussianian AmericaAmenc] --
AlaskaAla\knAlakn\ --- before it waWaswag burdiasedurcbuedpurchased, by-

the
byby-

thethe United StatesStales inn 1867 TheseinThesein-
elude

TheTheseelneln-
elude

,,111111

elude ""AtkaAtka <' Ah l.;:J\hnohiJhnohiethnohistorythnohistory\ lory of thc-
W

thethcthe-

WlrsternWWlrsternWesterntern AleuuanAleutiansAleutians/AleutiansAleutiansVolume,/;"' Volume 24 ,,
of-

The
ofof-

TheThe LimestoneLimebtone PrePressPreiss series published-
and

ptJbllpublishedhedhed-

andandandeditededited by Dr Richard A PlerPiercec ,.

a distinguishedvisitingdldistinguishedUngul hedhedV"lIl11gvisitingV"lIl11gVlIl11g" profelprofcprofessor;.
+ soror of-

history
ofojoj-

h"torh"torhtorhistoryhistory" this bemesemesterter a UAF and-

Blacks
anddnddnd-

BlalkBlacksBlackBlalk s colleague aridIIrtdadd elclosee friend-
Als

fncridfnendfriendfnend-

AhpAlsAlsoAhpp in111 this seriesene arearc the journalsJournal of-

lakiv
ofotot-

IdkQvlakqvIdkQvlakiv NetNetsvetov'sNetsvetovsNctsvetov'sNctsvetovsvelov '" yearsyear aas the RU\RURussian-
Orthodox

RussianRUlan\ lanlan-

OrthodoxOrthodox priestpne'tpnet' inm the Atka dldistrict-
froiji

districttrlcttrlct-

frortlfrortifrortlfroiji 1828 to 1844 ,. and Volume 26-

cos
2626-

covcovcoscoversrrs hihis. tenure on the Yukon from
184 .} to 1863186:11861186:1-

In

1863-

In

:

In the 1984 issueI"ueIue" otof ""Etudesin-
uitStudies

""EtudelIn-
uItStudle

"Etudes/In"EtudesEtudesIn"EtudelInEtudelIn, /
uit/StudiesuitStudiesuIt/StudleStudle/ ,,. " BlackBIlck, pubhpublishedheq ""rherhe"rhe-
Yup'lk

I'he-

Yup'ik
TheI'heIhe'

Yup'ikYupikYup'lkYuplk'' of01 WeWesterntern AlaAlaskakd anddnd RURussian-
Impact

RussianRUlan\\lanlanlanI-
mpllltImpactImplllt,: " In the articleunll'leunllle' ., BIBlack<llk examines-
how

examinesexamllle,
how borrowingsborrowll1g' from RURussianRUldn\\ldnldn culture-
have

culturelUlturelUlture-
hdve

,jhavchdvehave been woven into Yup'ikYupikYup'lkYuplkYup'lklultureYup'ikculture'' culturelulture ,,.

to the extentexlent thatlh.tlht. Ihethethey}) aredrc believedbeheved to-

be
toto-

bebe NativeNllllve when inIII factlUlldiet theyIhe.lflIhelfl} aan.a 01-

Ru
c)-

1Russian
ol01c)1c1)

RuRussianlan origin-

Besides
originongmorigin-

BesidesBesidesBe\ldeBelde\ her lull-timelulltimetull-umetullumefull-timefull- teachingtedehmg load-

at
10,11-

1at

load10,11110111,

at UAF ,. BlackBldlkBldlkIBlackisIis busywithbubusyyywllhwithseveralwithwllh severaleveral loo-
Jects

plO-

ject
putplOloo

jectjOctsJects With Pierce , shehe Iis. workingworkmllonworkmllon-
theJournul

: onon-

thethetheJournuljournals ofofVhlllimlrVladimir StalecvSlafcevStateevStalecvvho,,. \who-

was
\vhovhowhohoho-

wawawas. a RURussian' "1I1 who married ad TamiinaTunllllMTtlnainaTtlnaina-
woman

TunllllM-
wonmnwomanwonmn from the KenaiKendi PenlnPeninsula-
After

Peninsulaul l<l-
AfterAfter the U S pUlchdpuichasedpurchaseded Russian-
America

RU"lan-
America

RussianRU"lanRUlan"
America ,, he stayedbt.yedbtyed. in AlnAlaskad ,. and his-

journals
hlhis

journalsJournal are full of detaildet.1I1det1I1. about liftinIjtVhftlift-lift-' in-

Native
In-

Native
in

Native villagesvilidge. duringdunng thetho {'period'enodenod of-

military
nl-

mlillary
otnlof

militarymlillary rule in AldAlaskaka and Ju
justjustt pipilotpllOIpllOI-

to
atiati-

totothingsStafeevthe GoldCold RuRushh Among other thingsthlng
Stafeev providesprovide. richrkh ddtdata" on the-

Alaska
Ihe-

Ala
theIhe

AlaAlaskaku CommercialCommerclul Co ,,. which-
dominated

whichwhll'hwhllhwhll'h-
dommated 'dominateddommated the iurfurlur tradelrdde inm Pnnlo-
Wilham

Prince-
William

PrintPnnloPrincee
WilliamWilham Sound anddnd CookClxlk Inlet-

Perhaps
InletInlet-

Perhap
Inlet-

PerhapsPerhapsPerhap BlackBlackss momostt excitirigexciurtgexciting pro-

sect
proptnptn-

Jectjectsect ,,. however ,,. is""oneoneone that willspanwill spanpan the-

next
thethe-

noxtnextnoxt two summerssummer. Black Iis II1tereinterested-
in

interestedtcdtcd-

minm the impact of RuRussianian trade and-

culture
andand-

cultureculture in the Yukon BdBasinin ,, from the-

Seward
thethe-

SewardSeward PeninsulaPel1ln.ulaPel1lnula. to Fort Yukon With-

two
WithWith-

twotwo grants ,,. one from the National-
Geographic

Nallonul-
Geographic

NationalNallonul
Geographic SocietySoclcty and one from the-

Ella
thethe-

EllaElla L Cabot Fund of BoBostonton ,. BldcBlack-
plans

Black
plansplan. to travel the Yukon by boatbout and-

"visit
andand-

"vi""vivi"visitvisitit villagesvillage thatIhut were withinwlthm the orbit-

of
orbitorhllorhll-

of . .of RURussianblan traderstrader and missionariesmh"onariemhonarie" . "
She hopeshope to traveltrdvel from Tanana to SiStSt-

Michael
St-

MichaelMichael next .summer.unllnerunllner ,. and to comeconecone-
back

come-
backback up the Yukon ""sosoo 1I can ex-

perience
exex-

perience
ex-ex¬-

perience the conditionscondition, of goinggomg up the-

river
thethe-

riverriver inm a smallmull craft ""
TheThesee are hardlyhurdly the wordsword olof .a.ii, .-

iwoman

II-

WOI11.tnwomanWOI11.tnWOI11tn. who """driftsdrifts"dnttdntt "".


