
native women revitalize crafts
from RURAL opportunities

alaskasalanskas native women resid-
ing in several areas across the
state are trying to revitalize the
crafts and heritage of their peo-
ple while stimulating a new econ-
omy at the same time

thriteen women are partici-
pating in the skinsewingskinsewing project
at the rural alaska community
action program norton sound
Regiregionalprial community center in
nome mrs emma mike will-
oya was hired by ruralcapRurALCAP to
teach the course

the women are making muk
luks after ski boots slippers seal
skin and fur hats Pparkasmikiiaikii 7 eskimo
fur dolls and beadwork all the
work is original andnd meticulous

to date they have been kept
busy filling orders through the

snowball method the com-
pleted product attracts the atten-
tion of others and they order too

the center director mrs
vemaverna mickelson said the sewing
class was originally started in
september because there was an
interest in the dying craft and
industry

then there was a desire to
have a place to market their
handicraft at a fair cash price

from the beginning the
course has turned into a self
sustaining one proving that the
people are willing and want to
help themselves said mrs mick-
elson


