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The Uncommunicative AFN ..

(Continued from page 1)
the Stote was informed as it should be. The native
people, along with other citizens of Alaska, can be
deeply grateful that there was ample news material on
this important matter. The AFN played a goed role in
this publicity even though its part in it was somewhat
indirect mor e or less.

On other matters important to the native people,
however, the statewide native orgonization has tended
to be disturbingly uncommunicative with the resulting
dilemma that the native people it supposed to represent
know very little of what the AFN is doing or what it is
trying to do in their behalf. Perhaps the people in the
outlying areas are fully informed of whet is going on
but we of the Tundro Times are not aware of it.

We think that if Tundra Times has been bypassed on
information of what AFN is doing, so ore the little
people—the mass of the native population in Alaska. This
is the vitally i mportant mass thot shouldn’t be left out
of important information thot concems it. The little

people in it want to know what is goingon. We know
because they wait weekly for the Tundra Times “‘be-
cause your paper is very informative’’ and we know olso
that they would like to know more about the AFN ond

what it is deing.
The AFN is an organization expressedly established

to serve the native people and they want 1o believe in it.

The statewide native body can lose its dynamism by
being too reticent—by being publicity shy-by being
overly close—mouthed.

AFN is statewide, So is the stote government. We
wonder what would happen if Governor Walter J. Hickel
would publicly cease to inform the stete population of
what the state is doing. We con be sure that the re-
sulting clamor as a result of it would be deafening.

How is the fund raising effort progressing outside of

three contributors we know of: The Episcopal Diocese
of Alaska through t he eminent offices of Bishop Willicm
Gordon that contributed $1,000; the Aloska Native
Broltherhood, $500; Mr. ond Mrs. Dick Pedrick of
Rockford, lllinois, $15.

- The fund thet is being roised is for traveling ex-
penses of the native delegations and their attorneys to
Washington, D. C. ond Juneou, the state caopitel, to
work on behalf of lond matters and the goo! has been
set at $72,000.

It is no wonder that Fred Paul, ottorney for the
Arctic Slope Native Association, noting the lethargy in
the fund roising effort soid in exesperation in his open
letter in the Tundra Times lost week:

_ “...But | say unto you, somebody better light o
firecracker under this lethargy or your bill will be just
as silently ki lled.”

Tordva Thivs, Frhlq, m O R TR e
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iull-ﬂoi.ld Eﬁh like the
Natives living at Noorvik,

‘As some of us have seen, -
well—meaning  benefactors

come fo us, stoy with us o

while, od leom all the

answers fo our native prob-
lems. | will, however, give

the credit 1o Mrs. Kennedy
for her concem ond will -
ingness to comrect any ond
all “discrepancies of BIA
method of education.

What | cannot fully com-
prehend is Mrs. Kennedy's
report on o certain Wain wright
young lady, who started out
like any other native child on
‘““Dick and Jane'’ series of
reading in a Bl A school. As
it happily ended this young
woman went on through
school ond groduated frem
the University of Alaska. But
she was “‘exceptional.”

| om happy to add thaot
there are a few natives—
indions, Aleuts, and Eskimos
~who are "“exceptional’’ an d
graduates of higher schools
of leaming. But there are
still too few of such.

As | see it, the BIA is
still striving to provide the
modern means of education
for all natives. But the
culmination of modem ed
ucation - can happen only
when a student takes the
initiative, and tokes the
full edvontage of whaet is
being offered.

Percy lpalock, 5.

Bureou of Indian Affairs
Juneau Area QOffice
P.O. Box 3-8000
Juneau, Alaska 99801

March 13, 1968

Dear Mr. Rock:

| am writing this letter %o

State Lend Clnlu unmmm

resource d-wm:a!nr mﬂumfh
solved as well; ond jobs, playgrounds, community halls, new
fire engines, streets, etc. are not the total answer to this
Many people scoff at their “texthook theories and ivery

tower pronouncements,’” but the social scientists, onthorp-
nhﬁlh sts and others who study various aspects

of human behavior, ‘development and relationships are as
necessary fo the human resource Wﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ
laborers, contractors, painters, ond foremen llphyﬂcﬂ H‘




