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‘A call for help’

Soviet boy to be treated in U.S.

by Soren Wuoerth
P i Tandra Times

A seriously burned B-year-old
Soviet boy was transpornted across Hhe
Bering Strait Wednesday from
Magadan o Galveston, Texas, in the
first emergency medical rescue of ils
kind between the United States and the
LISSR.

Anton Avdeenko suffered third

degree burms on 33 percem ol his
body, including his head, left hamd aml
buttocks — after he accidently caught
aflame Sept. 17 while playing with
fuel newr n fire

As his condition deteriorated,
Mugadan doctors decided to contact
Ted Mala, the director of the Institute
for Circumpolar Health Studies at the
University of Aluska Anchorage. Mala

and i group of nurses from Providence
Hospual in Anchorage lelt Tuesday

“Comphcatnons set e when they
were treating the boy, and  they
conlidn’t handle them locally,” Mala
sand, *'Essentially it was o call for help
from our neighbors,

Avdeenko's. condition worsened
slightly while flying to Anchorage,

pontinued on page Peanly
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* ‘He looks like he’s got a lot of spunk’

Miln sanl
" But he looks like he's got u lo ol
spunk. He asked for hs 1eddy bea
curmg the Mighe, " Mala suid
Crates suid Avdeenko will be ad
mitied ko the Shnoers Hospatal i
Ciadveston. Daoctors who have diag
pmed his case say Avideenko hus u ')
percent Chance of Living, she sad
The hospitul hos o small,  but
specinlized, free-care burn onit, Outes
sl
Ihe fhight 1w Magadan alone cos
about $35,000, sccording w Janet
Crates, the commumity relotions direc
tor for Providence Hospital
But the orgamzers of the trip
ICHS and Providence Hospaal
secmed uimsure who wionld pay lor i
Mala sad the Port of Magadan
would pay for part of the medivac
costs, but Outes said Providence woukid
pick up the tab for half the trip, and
Rocky Moontmin Helicopters Inc.,
which conducted the rnsport, would
puy for the other hall. The Provo,
Utuh, based company operates Pro
videnee Hospual's LiteGuard Alnska
When asked about the discrepiancy,
Mali sid the financial nspects hadn't
been waorked ol yel
I'he vexcoe came only five days ~Hcr
Mala warned Alaskaon ol Sovaiel
puthorities  during an  inlernaliona
pceting thot g accident could occw
Cromerrow T and no ke govermmen
al emergeney plan s m place
Ar the Benng Emergency Medwal
Services Committee meeting, held i
Anchorige ot UIAA, Mala siud oo
much hurcaocracy stands o the way
of rapid commuimicabion between the
Pwik coninteies o the event ol an
CRICT LT Y
Adsor permassion [ enthier country
o rens e Border Between miral uncis
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Remigiyus Katwachyus, "mr.n'rrhi.‘.'m hir. .fr'ﬂ' and Ted Mala divcuss UL 8. -Suviet search and rescue at a recent meeting

i Aluska wnd the Sovier Far East
e Bering Sea regron — must be ac
guired  flest Trom Junepy  and
Petripaviovsk

I ook twer chuvs W arrange s bree
travel for Avdeenko, sund Oistes

“That s o long time when we 're
pathamg about i buman Hie, " she sl

Hut the metivae  team  passed
thrsvivgh the border without complhica:
on, Mula sudd, UCustoms  and
ermgrution officids sand, “Just go
by, sand Ml

The Bering EMS Commitiee first
et Aug. 23 10 discuss joint rescue
operations and the wopact of visa free
traveling and tourtkm. The Sept. 21
meeting was held 1o discuss emergen
ey mwehenl evicouamons and search and
fescue

The second gathering ended with [
e resolved, other than o request by
Soviet dignitiries for the United Suites
fo deadt i protocal Tor thesr approval

"We don't expect any documents
siped here or i agrecment, sl

H-:mbgwu s Kby h‘i'tl'-. Soviet attache

"We musl look into the issie deeply
and  thoroughly  before we  sign
aythong. Corrently, there s nol o pre
tocol 1o the existing reaiy, ™

Hut the week's development s an
cxamiple of the need for a conrdinted
sedrch and rescue and emergemy
mwedivac operation between Adaska and
the Soviet Umeon, Muali sand

“This s & medel Tor wther ex
Changes We didn't plan o do this, ™"
Mala sanl. ““Thes o humamiatirmn
ellon

L —




