Bethel voters

to decide fate
of alcohol sale
6th vote in 2 years

by GeolT Kennedy

for the Tomdes Dimes

BETHEL — Another year, another
local option election i Bethel

The cuy's volers once again. on
Tuesday will decide what the com
oty of 4 W should div aboul
aleohol wbuse

This time voters consider whether
1o produba the sale and tmponaton of
alcohol here.

The election is the sixth an a hitle
more than wo years,

Last year, voters tumed down a pro-
posal to allow restvarants and lguor
stores 1o sell alcohal

In 198K, Bethel residents voled on

contirlad Gr pege slavian



e Alcohol vote in Bethel

confinued i page one

four differemt  proposals w four
separite elections. They wmed down
rmpim Is o ban aleohol and to allow
wuor W be sold in bars, hquor stores,
restaurants and  in fratérnal
nl‘%nnim!inm.

he four elections in 1988 and the
vne last year all achieved the same
result: Bethel remuins o *° " oom-
munity. Citizens refused o go “wet,”
allowing liguor to be sold us freely as
in Anchorage, Fairhanks or Mome; bat
they also refused to go “dry, ' forbid-
ding people 1 bring alcohol into the
COMmunIty .

Bethel City Council candidate An-
e Anvil led the campaign o go
“dry."" He believes he has » chance
of succeeding, becuuse, he says,
previous ballots were misleading.

*'There was o lot of elderly people
that misundersiood or didn't under-
stand the wording on the ballot,”" he
sadd. “*To vole on it has been com-
plicated for them to understand. So a

ot of elderly people had vited against
their will.™

HBethel Ciy Manager Mark Earnest
agreed,

“Even for English-spealing college
gradustes, it’s still conlfusing,”” he
said. “'Basically, you had a double
negative on the ballot las! year ™’

Earnest says the city has printed this
year's ballot in English, but will pro-
vide Yup'ik explanations g the ciy’s
three polling places.

That, Anvil says, may muke Yup'ik
¢lders’ voles count

Il it's explained nghi, | think
they Il understand which way o vole.
| hased vy rend severnl times the one they
had before, Even Sen. Johne Binkley,
R-Bethel. told me he had o read it
over and over several times to get it
it has head,”” he samd,

Despite the fuct thm volers were
nearly two to ofe going dry in
1988, Anvil remains cautiously op-
tmistic. He refused 1o predict which
way the election will go, but be
believes it will be close.



