It’s a whole new race for governor

by Jeffrey R. Richardson
i the Tundra Thoses

It's & whole new race for the gover-
nor's mansion,

To many, the Republican campaign
of Arliss Sturgulewski seems 1o have
n whole pew life following Jack
Coghill’s :m:ﬂrinc decigsion to join
former Gov. Wally Hickel on a third
party ticket

The two puired up when Alaska In-
dependent Party gubernmtorial can-
didate John Lindauer made o surprise

announcement o drop out of the mce,
aned Hicke) announced his intention w

run for governor. Coghill then joined
him, as Jerry Ward also withdrew
from the Independent ticket in the mee

for lieutenant governor
The changes, among other things,

prompted Lt Gov. Stephen McAlpine
o ishue un endorsement of gurer
natorinl candidate Tony Knowles,
former rival in the Democratic primary

MeAlpine said while there was
never any question of his intention to
endorse Knowles, the timing of his
support was “‘n hundred percent’
related 10 formation of another tcket

comiined on pegs twenly Lo



* McAlpine explains timing of endorsement
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“The vming of my endorsement
wirh intended w make i perfectly clear
I didn't apprecimte that procedoral
midtewver, T McoAlpine sadd, cnibiciz
g Hickel and Coghill for crrcumvent
mg the elecioral priess

A the dusl continued o settle over
Alaska’s altered political landscape
st wedk tollowing Coghill's defec-
ton, Sturgulewski supporiers reveled
i groundswell of new suppon
despite uproar in the Repbalican Party

Although it's oo eurly 10 know i
the support will make a difference on
clection day, Sturgulewskl ganed
strength from  picking up  formes
primsary opponent Jim Campbell as her
new running mate 1o replace Caglill

The two are Tar more compatible
philesophically than Sturgulewski amd
Coghill, and the campagn should
benelit from muny ol the votes thal
helped Campbell place a strong second
in the Republican primary.

Coghill and Hickel, on the othes
hinnd, have mude much out of their
dRrecment on many issues, such as
strong opposition o abortion

They huve pamnered suppor ol
many stromg Hepubbicans, who say
they are going 1o vote the Independent

tcket o glect Hickel and Coghall
Sturgilewski, however, feels thal
many women volers will voie tor her
Sturgulewskl press secretary Claire
Lynam suid many women @are
“funous’ with whal they see anoan
effort by Hickel amd Coghill to keep
wwomun from being elected governor

Ihe upheaval in Kepublican ranks
wias precipitated by Sturgulewski's
refusal o cove in 0 demands by
Coghill and other party conservilives
on @ number of issucs such as state
spending, abortion and school prayer
According 1w Lynam, much of
Sturgulewski's pew support comes
from. women and men who applawd
her rejection of backroom deals with
“pood ole boys. "

MceAlpine said inital fallout from
focmustion of the Hickel/Coghill nickel
was boumd o favor Sturgulewskl,

“The wmmediate reaction was
soiewhat predicable. The real ques-
tion is how long does that last?"”

MuAlpine s 1t 15 oo early o
nutke relinble predictions, but with the
benelit of recent palling he 15 inclined
o apree with what he culled *'conven
tional wisdom”™ thit sees Knowles
benefitting from the changes in the
Repubdican Farty

Jevse Foster of Quinhogak asky o question ai the network s forum loxt week,
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