Zharoff protests
Weather Service
restructuring

In a letter w LS Commerce
Svuretary Robert Mosbacher, Stite
Sen. Fred Zharolf, D-Kahak, pro
tested the restructunng plans tor Na
tional Weather Service operntions i
Aduska,

"The plan does oot take into ac-
cuint Adasla’s umigue conditions, " he
s, The restructunme will leave
huge gaps m the accurmcy of weather
forecasting i Alaska. These are gaps
that will ot cecur in the Lower 487

Llnder the plan, the service will cen
tralize wenther forecasung operafions
i A horage, Farbanks wnd Juncan
Fhree Tield offices will be closed and
the remuining |1 downgraded in their
funciions, The plan calls Tor new
sutonued equipment, radar o g new
saitielline o muke uE the gaps

In the letter. Zharoll neted Hhat
muany states i the Lower 48 wath less
lnd aren, Jess cousthineg and much
smialler Bishing fleets will have many
miore full-service weather  Stitions,
while Alpskn 5 reduced to three

“How can this moch cenmtralieation
for Adaskn be qusttied!”” Tharoll
asked

He noted that gutomasted equipmen
can break down and sigmificant delays
miy. occur before it can be replaced.

“There 18 no substiute lor the
trmed people working oot in the fiehd
ollhes nnd ther ability 1o submit ac-
curite obseevations and dita about
changing  weather  conditions,
Llvirofl saud

I bus letter, Lharoff stressed the im-
portance 1o Alaska’s fishing Meet of
sccutate and immediate potification of
adverse changes in the weather. He
plso  discussed his  distrnict's
dependence on mir and  maring
transportation and the  unfavorable
wenther conditions present in
Semthwest Alaska theoughout the year.

‘Lives and property are at risk
without the best pousible weather in-
tovrmubion, ™" he smd

Fhie final decision on the restructur
i plam s heing muade by Mosbacher
Iterested unbividuals may wriie lnm
It the Commerce Departiment, Herbent
€ Hoowver Building, [4th Streer het-
ween Constitution Avenue and E
Street, N.W., Washington, D.C
205230,



