Programs offer help to rural students

by Sen. Johne Binkley
for ihe Tandrs Times

JUNEAU — A bachelor's degree i
the minmum reguirement for most
yrofessional jobs these days, and the
Iniversity of Alaska is on the nght
track in the programs i has developed
o ensure tht more rural Alasks
students huve a better chanee st ¢com
peting in the workforce by eaming a
college degree.

OPINION

While not representing the ol ef
font o recruit and ussist ruml sudents,
totr programs the umiversity s pur
siing  sirtke me as especially i
teresting und helptul o rieal students
the Rural Alaska Honors Institute,
Rural Student Services, Native Student
Services and the Delln Keuts Summes
Entichment Program

The Roril Alaska Honors Insti e,
which the umivermity developed with
the Alaskn Federation of Natives in
19R2, s o summer program designed
toh sdentily und recrul rural hugh school
students who show promise as poten
1l college siudents

These students, at the completion ol
thetr yuntor veur of high school, ane
viled o participute 0 an intensive
aciidemnic ennichment program ol the
University of Alaska Fairbanks. The
program looks Tor stedents with un in
terest in specific professional ciarecr,
stich as business management, natural
TESDUICES, science, engincerng and
tcaching.

The coursework itself is desuigned
provide study in arcas that will be

necessary if the student is 1o enter col-

lege wnd suceeed. By the time the six
week program is completed, most of
the students will have been accepted
intd UAF, and when (hey actually
begim college clusses o year later, the
university arempts 1o “fast-track””
them through their degree progrums

The I-I.&fll program also nssists
stuclents who choose w tend other in-
stituiions, including Lower 48 schools

The university's ongoing study of

RAHL participants indicates these
students huve enrolled in college in
much higher numbers  than  thesr
coumerpans, and they're staving in
college lomger, with a significan
number uttmmng degrees.

Surveys also indicate thag U5 percem
of the RAHI students found the pro

gram “very helpful® in preparing for
college, and 92 percent sad they
would  recommend o withouwt

hesilation

The Delln Keats Summer Bnnch
wem Program s another ellor (o
recruit and sssist rural studens while
they're still in high school. Also six
weeky I-.:-llg, this program i 1991 will
recruit 24 Native jumor and semor
high school students interested in pur
suing u cureer in health

The program prmarily will focus on
students interested in attending the
University ol Alaska  Anchorage,
which 15 the designaied health science
sehoal inthe stute umversity system.

Students will be selected based on
their grade-point average, depth of
high school coursework (especiully
math and science), an essay and let
tlers ol recommendation

The six weeks of intgnsive study Tor
those selecied will focus on muath,
anatimy and ‘physiology, chemisiry,
English and study skills.

While at the university, students also

will receive i full campus orientation,
and perhinps more important, will learn
skills critical wy overcoming the many
ditficultics nuny rutd] students foace in
coping with the trunsition (o life in a
basy urban setting

Onice enrolled i clisses in Ane
chirage, rurl students can also find
cottinuing assistunce through the of-
tice of Notive Student Services.

This effort 1w help rural students in-
cludes providing sdmissions nssisunce
and Mnancial wd advice, information
about housing and fronmg possibil
ittes and typewnters and computers.

Stmilar services are offered at the
University ol Alaska Fairbanks
through the office of Rural Studem
SEIVICEs,

These services were irst offered 20
yvears ago in an effon tw reduce the
high dropout rite of Native students
at the Fairbanks campus amd now are
pan of a comprehensive program that
meludes recruitment and relention of
Native students.

Rurnd Student Servives works ¢lose-

T-.TT

Iy with ruril school districes o both
recruill and retain students, offers new
students counseling with Native elders
wnd Native student peers who are bath
cxperienced and successful in their
college studies and provides
developmental courses to shore up the
skills rurul students need to successtul-
ly complete o degree program

Ruaral students also are offered fre-
Tmm information sessions in which
they can learn more about specific
careers they're interested in.

Perhaps the best lhm%. about all of
thise progranis is that they approach
the idea of providing ussistance 1o
rural students from both an academic
anid social footing

And while the university acknow -
ledges there s stll o long way 1o go
if we nre (o provide full higher educa-
non opportunities o the eager youngy
munds in rural Alaska, 'm glad these
programs are uvailable, and 1 en-
coursge ruml students (and - their
parcnis!) o fnke full advantage of
them.




