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TheThe grouse ""IIof Alaska JILOld-

mg

accord-

mg

jicordJILOldaccord
ingmg [((00too Alaska Department ofof-

Fish
of-

hshHshFish anddnd Game comeLome in10 fourfour-

dIStinct
four-

distinctdistinct speciesspeLles or'" groups TheThe-

Blue

The-

BlueBlue or'" ""Soot\"SootSoot"SoulsSouls"Sootgrouse\ grouse " hves-

aIDund
liveshveslives-

aroundaroundaIDund ththe southeaslernsoutheastern partpari ofof-

the

of-

thethe slate51atestate fromftom (,GlauctGlacierla ler BayBay-

southward
Ba-

ysuuthardsouthwardsuuthard", The Blue is thethe-

largesl
the-

largestlargestlargesl of all grouse here , weigh ¬.

ing109 in10 at a heavyheavyweightweight ofofupup toto-

31i3431i3 ', pounds It has a pale bandband-
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band-

ofof graygrayonon the tipItp ofofIt'sit'sits' othei-

Lkish

othei-otheiothelother-'.
WlSCwise bladmhblackishLkish UilIJIItail In springspnng thethe-
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the-

malemale developsfelops a deep yellow airalfairi-

c
air-

sac

alf-

saLsaLsacic thatIhat becomes encircled withwllhwllh-

a

with-

aa frillfnll ofofwhitewhite feathers on It'S-
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it'sitsit's-

neck

'

neck These airall sacs produce the
hoothool thatIhat can be heardheardoverover aa-

mile

a-

mlemilemle, away and artare used to callcall-

thethe femalesfemales-

All

females-

All

females-

AllAll female grouse of the BlurBlur-

Spruce
Blur-

SpruceSpruce RuffledRuftled and Sharp-tailedSharptailed-

grouseStouse lay from 5 lo10to 15 eggs andand-

Incubate
and-
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and-

incubate
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Incubate Ihemthem In a S1mplesimple neslnest ,.

usuallyusuallyaa depressionJepre'lonJeprelon"' .scratchedSl.latchedSllatchedss.tatchedsstatched. '
Iondonon the ground in the open oror-
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or-

r under a log or tree The malemale-
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male-

doesdoes not help in10 the IOcubatlon-
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incubation-
or

incubationIOcubatlon
or brooding-rearingbroodingrearingbroodlngrearlng-, of the youngyoung-

andand leaves the females alonealone-

dunng
alone-

duringduringdunng the summersummel but JOIO-
Sthe

joinsJOIOS

the hen and brood in the fall
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unlll
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lay
hens-
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TheThe Spruce grouse is a foreSI-

dweller
forestforeSIforest-

dwellerdweller thatIhal is found through-
out

throughthrough- ¬,-

out Alaska but is most commoncommon-

around
common-

aroundaround BristolBnslol Bay ., the KenaiKenai-

Pemnsula
Kenai-

PeninsulaPeninsulaPemnsula and in woodedwoodedvalleysvalleysvalleys-

along
valleys-

alongalong the Kuskokwim , YukonYukon-

and
Yukon-

andand Tanana RiversRivers-

It's

Rivers-

It'sIt'sIts' usual habitat in10 the In-

lenor

inin-

terior

In-In¬-

teriorlenor is a spruce-birchsprucebirchspruee-blfchsprueeblfch--- forestforest-

home

forest-

homehome The Spruce grouse feedsfeeds-

on

feeds-

onon mountain cranberry , blue andand-

crow

and-

crowcrow bemesberries sndand splteaspueaspuea-

InIn .southeastern.outheastemoutheastem AlaskaAlas.aAlasa. Ihe-

Spru
theIhethe-

SpruceSpruSprucee grouse there differs fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe interiorIntenor Spruce grouse byby-

haVng
by-

havinghavinghaV\nghaVnghaVngwhitelippedhavingwhitetipped\ whwhelippwhite-lippedwhitelippedwhite-tippedtippede-lippelipp- d feathersfeathers-

overlaYing
feathers-

overlayingoverlaying theIhe base of theIhe tailtattail-

and
!

and in notnol havinghaVIngaa band ofof-

rusty
of-

rustyrusty brown on the tip111' of thethe-

tad
the-

taltaltad!
tadIn

In IntenorInterior Alaskaska ., the brownbrown-

lipped
brown-

tippedlippedtipped talltail shows the SpruceSpruce-

grouse

Spruce-

grousegrouse fromi the Ruffled andand-

SharpIalled

and-

SharptailedSharp-tailedSharptailedSharp-IalledIalled- grousegrouse-

In

grouse-

InIn April , duringdunng the closingclosmgclosing-

days
closmg-

daysJ-ysJysdays- of grouse huntinghunUng state-

de
state-

wide
state-state-.

widede , the Spruce grouse cancan-

be
can-

bebe seen beginningbegmnmg his courtshIp-
display

courtshipcourtship-
displaydisplay as he struts around likeIlke

a big shot in a tree 01or on thethe-

ground

the-

groundground , with lhiss bright red eyeeye-

combs

eye-

combscombs up , lhiss wings snffened-
and

stiffenedsnffenedstiffened-
andand dropped on hisIus sides , tailtalltail-

up

tall-

up fan withwith-

ck

with-

neck

with-

neck
noup and opened in10 a

neckck and upper brebreast feathersfeathers-
ruffled

feathers-
ruffledruffled .

In May , after the grouse- hunt-

Ing

hunt-

ing

hunt-hunt-

ing serseason closes- '" , the male cancan-

be

can-

bebe seen dOinguumg some fancy flyingflying-

downward
flying-

downwarddownward frofrom a tree and land .

ing with it'sitsII'sIIs' wWings bealmgbeating rapid .

lyIy , creatingcreallng a imuffled drumming-
which

drummmgdrummingdrummmg-
wluchwhichwluch can be heard for a longlong-

way

long-

wayway
wayDuringwayDunngDuringDunng the sumsummer these birdsbirds-

feed

birds-

feedfeed on (lowersflowers , |green leaves.,
and berriesbernes with a likingIlkmg loto blue-

berries
blue-blue-.

bernesberries and mounlalnmountain cran-

bernes
cran-

berries
cran-cran-

bernesberries
berriesBy

By fall limetime these budsbirds can bebe-

seen
be-

seenseen alat streams , lake shores andand-

roads

and-

roadsroads In early mornings to eateat-

grit
eat-

gritgrit for the conungcoming winter-

months
wmterwinterwmter-

monthsmonths The grlgrit, IS used to help

These ruffledrumed grouse ateare foundfound-

In
found-

InIn woodlands along the Yukon ,

Tanana , Kuskokwim and UpperUpper-

Copper
Upper-

CopperCopper Rivers and in the TakuTaku-

and
Taku-

andand SlStikinekine River drainages inin-

southeastern
in-

southeasternsoutheastern Alaska . In summersummer-

and
summer-

andand fall , these blrdbirds can bebe-

found
be-

foundfound in alder thickets , willowwillow-

bottoms
willow-

bottomsbottoms , spruce-brichsprucebrichspruce-brlchbrlch--- fOrests-

and
forestsforests-

andand aspen groves .,

These birdsbllds have a broad blackblack-

band
black-

bandband near the tip of the tail ,
dark colored ruffs on each sideside-

of
side-

ofof the neck and have a slightslight-

crease
slight-

creastcreastcrease on top of the head . TheyThey-

have
They-

havehave twoIwo color phases , red andand-

grey
and-

greygrey .

The ruffled grouse eat blueblue-

and
blue-

andand bear berncsbernesberries , mountainmountmn cran-

bellies
cran-

berries
cran-

i

cran-cran-

belliesberries i and rose fruitsfrulls . InIn-

winter
In-

wmterwinterwmter they eat aspen buds andand-

willow
and-

willowwillow , birch , soapberry andand-

bernes
and-

berriesberriesbernes from lhighgh bush bemes .,

The Sharp-tailedSharptailed- grouse havehave-

distinctive
have-

dlSlmctivedistinctivedlSlmctive Heldfield marks with aa-

shortpointed
a-

slsl>short-pointedshortpointedorl-pOlDledorlpOlDled- tailtall and white

ggrindtnd the flberousfiberous sspruce needlesneedles-

thai
needles-

thatthatthai they eateal duringdunng theme winterwuuct .

These birds loaf around all dayday-

in

ayay-

Inin the winterWlnler and may sleepsleep-

under
sleep-

underunder spruce boughs cror dive intointo-

Ihe
into-

thetheIhe softsofl snow to10 make use ofof-

the
of-

thethe snow'ssnows' insulatingmsulatmg qualityquallty

spots on tnethe wingswmgs They Inlivelive-

in
live-

in'in- . brushy grasslands ., They alsoalso-

bve

also-

e

also-

live_bvelive//ee in muskeg areas , grasslands ,

aspen groves and open sprucespruce-

forests
spruce-

forestsforests .,

The sharp-tailssharptailssharp-ralsrals-- ! are found 1-

0the

in10in-

thethe Yukon River Valley , from

,



RUFFLED GROUSEGROUSE-

TheThe female Ruffled Grouse I-
Sknown

isis-

knownknown to10 defend her young withwith-

aa fierceness that no other ggrousegrouse-

can
grouse-

cancan march IfIfsheshe ccannOIcannotcannOI-
scare

cannot-
scarescare off a predatorpredalor withwnh a shrillshrllshrill-

cry
shrll-

cry
!

cry and a charge with all herher-

feathers

her-

feathersfeathers raisedfalsed , she will try toto-
lead

to-
leadleadid the predator away from herher-
chicks

her-
chicksuilckschicks by pretendingprelendmg to10 have aa-

broken
a-

brokenbroken wing and flutteringflultenng alongalong-
Ihe

along-
thetheIhe ground away from herher-
chicks

her-
chickschicks

Canadaida to10 Holy Cross and inin-

Ihe

in-

thetheIhe Upper Koyuk and Upper-

Kuskokwim
Upper-

Kuskokwim
Upper

Kuskokwim , Tanana and Upper-

Copper
Upper-

Copper
Upper

Copper River valleys .,

DuringDunng matingmatmg season Ihe-

female
theIhethe-

femalefemale Sharp-tailsSharptailsSharp.tulsSharptulsSharp.tailsSharptails-.: walk around-
Ihe

around-
the

around
Ihethe'" J--cingJcingdancing- - and ""boomm-

like

"boomm-"boommboomm"boomingbooming-"
males with apparent disinlerestdisinterestdisinlerest-
like

disinterest-
likelike nothingnOlhlng was happeninghappentnR .

The : Sharp-tailsSharptailsSharp.tailsSharptails-. matemale in aa-

communal

a-

communalcommunalimunal area with the males '
courtship displays peakingpeakingsomesome-

time

some-

tune

some-

tune
some-some-

tunetime in11\11\11MayMay . The ""boomingbooming "
is produced by the male Inflallng-

an
inflating-

an
inflatingInflallng

an air sac taIn his necknecle .


