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HOWARD ROCK

Calista is ProudProudofof Howard Rock BallroomBaOroom

The Calista Board of DirectorsDirectors-
and

Directors-
andand the present managementmanagement-
team

management-
teamteam remember Howard Rock asas-

a

as-

aa great man . They are proud toto-

name
to-

namename the elaborate new balroombalroom-
inin the Sheraton Anchorage afterafter-

an
after-

an " " " "an "InupiaqInupiaq a "realreal man , aa-

true
a-

truetrue human being .

Friends often call him teh "TheThe"The-

Rock
"The-

Rock

"
Rock ." His name was HowardHoward-

Rock
Howard-

RockRock and he was the founder-founderfounder-
editor

founder-
editor

-.

editor of the Tundra Times . HeHe-

was
He-

waswas also one of the most widelywidely-

honored
widely-

honoredhonored Native leaders inin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska .

'TheThe"The'" Rock ," who was thethe-

heart
the-

heartheart and soul of the TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes , lost a battleb ttle with cancercancer-

in
cancer-

inin 1976 . He is gone but not forfor-for-

gotten
for-

gotten
¬-

gotten in the hearts of manymany-

Alaskans
many-

AlaskansAlaskans who knew him as aa-

good
a-

goodgood and great man , a close andand-

trusted
and-

trustedtrusted friend .

Perhaps Agnes Pete Griffith ,

a former Tundra Times reporter ,

said it best at hte time of hisrusrus-

death
his-

deathdeath in April of 1976 . SheShe-

states
She-

statesstates , "II" was thinking thatthat-

though
that-

thoughthough he has died , he still lives

on in the minds of men . GreatGreat-

men
Great-

menmen don'tdont' fade away easily andand-

I1I am sure Howard will be rereore-rereo-

membered
re-

membered
¬-

membered for many years as thethe-

great
the-

greatgreat editor of the TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes ."

The Howard Rock BallropmBaIlropm isis-

the
is-

thethe largest ballroom in Alaska .

The Native-ownedNativeowned-- hotellfotellfotelreflectshotelreflectsreflectsreflects-

the
reflects-

thethe rich heritage of the NativeNative-

culture
Native-

cultureculture that "TheThe'The"'"' Rock " wrotewrote-

so
wrote-

soso often aboutaboot in the TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes .

Howard ((Weyahok ) Rock waswas-

born
was-

bornborn in the village ofofPointHopePointHope .

an ancient tiny village inin-

northwestern

in-

northwesternnorthwestern Alaska . He waswas-

one
was-

oneone of eight children and cancan-

recall
can-

recallrecall being cold and hungryhungry-

many
hungry-

manymany times during his childchild-child-

hood
¬.-

hood in the village .

Howard Rock was extremelyextremely-
proud

extremely-
proudproud of his Eskimo heritageheritage-

and
heritage-

andand his family background . HeHe-

wrote

He-

wrotewrote often of the Native culcuicul-cul-

ture
¬.-

ture and customs .

"TheThe" Rock " also had a greatgreat-

love
great-

lovelove of Native art . He was a greatgreat-

Eskimo
great-

EskimoEskimo artist as well as a writer ,

editor and Native leader . ForFo-
rtJ

For-

thisthistJs reason it is only fitting thatthat-

the
that-

thethe lifesize marble etching of thethe-

Eskimo
the-

EskimoEskimo Blanket Toss stands inin-

all

in-

allall its marble splendor alongsidealongside-

the
alongside-

thethe entrance doors of the Ho-HoHo-

aton
Ho-

aton
Ho-

aton
--

atonaton Hotel..

Every true Eskimo festival andand-

many
and-

manymany non-NativenonNativenon.NativenonNative-. occasions inin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska include the Blanket toss .
The blanket toss features a walwal-wal-

rushide
¬.-

rus-hiderushiderus-ruderude-- blanket grasped by aa-

number
a-

numbernumber of people in a circle whowho-
toss

who-
tosstoss a person on a blanket asas-

rugh
as-

highhighrugh as possible for as long as thethe-
person

the-
personperson can remain upright .

AllAU future festives in thethe-
Howard

the-
HowardHoward Rock Ballroom willwill-
begin

will-
beginbegin with the marble renditionrendition-
of

rendition-
ofof the Eskimo blanket toss .

Thousands of guests in the yearsyears-
to

years-
toto come will view ' the creativecreative-
artwork

creative-
artworkartwork of a talented EskimoEskimo-
artist

Eskimo-
artistartist as they calkealk into the HoHo-Ho-
ward

Ho-

ward
-¬-

ward Rock Ballroom namednamed-
after

named-
afterafter a great Eskimo-leaderEskimoleaderEskimo.leaderEskimoleader--. .

Eskimo artist Robert MayokokMayokok-
created

Mayokok-
createdcreated the original pen and inkink-
drawing

ink-
drawingdrawing of the blanket toss .


