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This survival story isis-oneisoneone'one'- ofof-

a
of-

aa series reprinted in 19741974-

to
1974-

toto make the youngYOyoungDg peoplepeople-
aware

people-
awareaware of their heritage . ItsIts-

timeliness
Its-

timelinesstimeliness was recalledrecalledarecalled-
few

recalled-
few

a
few months later when NomeNome-
suffered

Nome-
sufferedsuffered a disastrous stormstorm-
in

storm-
inin November .

(Reprinted from TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes October 2211,1963)119631,1963)-

Reprinted

, 1963)19631963)-

Reprinted

)

(Reprinted from TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes June 1919,1974)191974, 1974)1974)

,

By HOWARD ROCKROCK-

Times
ROCK-

TimesTimes EditorEditor-
The

Editor-
The

Editor-
TheThe great storm thatthat-

staggered
that-

staggeredstaggered Barrow on October
3 ,. happened so suddenly thatthat-
even

that-
eveneven the eather bureau diddid-
not

did-
notnot have an idea that it waswas-
coming

was-
comingcoming . There was no warnwarn-warn-
ing

warn-
ing

¬-

ing , whichwhichmeantmeant
'
, the peoplepeople-

ofof Barrow had to do sdmdsamessame-

quick
m

quick thinking to save themthem-them-
selves

them-
selves

¬-

selves durin gthe onslaught..

This they diddidamazinglyamazingly well .

No lives were lost in thethe-

savage
the-

savagesavage winter storm thatthat-

lashed
that-

lashedlashed the'the' town with huge

'waveswavwaves-
r

wavesrdrive-
n

s'driv-

en

sdriv-

en

driven by an 80-mile80mileSO-mileSOSOmile-
wind

80mile-
wind

---

wind . Huge chunksclimbimbofof sea iceice-

wer
Ice-

werewerewer hurled ashoreshore andarid theythey-
swirled

they-
swirledswirled aroundaroundamongamong thethe-
houses

the-
houseshouses as the storm floodednflooded-
the

odedoded-
thethe town .

'TheThe'The wind hit a pile 'ofof'of-

sheet
' ofof-

sheetsheet metal and they took offotfotf-

like
off-

likelike kites . One of them slamslam-slam-
med

slam-
med

¬-
med into Lawrence AhmouakAhmouak-
and

Ahmouak-
andand knocked him unconscious .

Luckily , the metal hit him apap-ap-
parently

ap-

parently
-¬-

parently with its surface . HeHe-

was
He-

waswas the only casualty amongamong-
some

among-
somesome 1,3501350, people livingliving inin-

Barrow
in-

BarrowBarrow . A small percentage

. .-IfIfIf-

of
- '

-ofof.of-. of flusthisps number representrepresent-
white

represent-
whitewhite people .

1I
i,i-

HousesHouses , FloatFloat-
Planes

Float-
PlanesPlanes TookTookOffTookOff-

Houses

'OffOff-

HousesHouses were freed ofof-

their
of-

theirtheir foundations by heavyheavy-

waves
heavy-

waveswaves and they floated aroundaround-

in
around-

inin the streets . Two of themthem-

crashed
them-

crashedcrashed into the guy wireswires-

of
wires-

ofof a 200 foot radio towertower-

and
tower-

andand it fell to the ground .

Four light planes thatthat-

were
that-

werewere parked near the vilvil-vilvil-

lage
vil-

lage
¬-

lage tooktookoffoff when the sudsud-sud-

den
sud-

den
¬-

den gale hit them . Two ofof-

them
of-

themthem are not accounted forfor-

and
for-

andand no one knew how far oror-

where
or-

wherewhere theythe)' had gonegogonee .

Fuel LostLost-

The

Lost-

TheThe most serious lossloss-

Barrow
loss-

BarrowBarrow suffered was the lossloss-

of
loss-

ofof fuel oil . About 1,0001000, barbar-bar-

rels
bar-

rels
¬-

rels were lostl t when the waveswaves-

crashed
waves-

crashedcrashed into piles of drumsdrums-

and
drums-

andand scattered them1hem belterhelterhelter-
skeler

helter-
skelerskeler . Some of them washedwashed-
out

washed-
outout to sea . The Native StoreStore-

alone
Store-

alonealone lost about 700 barrels .

Huge
'

oil tankstankswerewere ruprup-rup-
tured

rup-
tured

-¬-
tured by the force of thethe-

waves
the-

waveswaves and they spewed theirtheir-
contents

their-
contentscontents into the streets andand-
into

and-
intointo a freshfreshwaterwater lake usedused-
by

used-
byby Barrow for water .

When the storm abated ,

about 200 Eskimos were leftleft-

homeless
left-

homelesshomeless . Except for threethree-
families

three-
familiesfamilies that were housed inin-

a
in-

aa church , all of the stormstorm-

victims
storm-

victimsvictims were quickly taken inin-

by
in-

byby relatives and friends .

It was amazing andand-

miraculous
and-

miraculousmiraculous that no lives werewere-

lost
were-

lostlost in a storm of that magnimagni-magni-

tude
magni-

tude
¬-

tude at Barrow . It broughtbrought-
toto mind the fact the EskimosEskimos-

have
Eskimos-

havehave long faced many andand-

terrible
and-

terribleterrible dangers during thethe-

span
the-

spanspan of time in their survivalsurvival-
inin the Arctic .

si -
\ .-

' '
. . ,

Second: d NatureNature-

During

Natur-

eDuithe'ages

it.ritr.-

4
4 :.

DuiDuringDuithe'agesDuitheagesthetheagesth \agesages\
;
'

'

. s
, past ,.

survivals11l\1vs11l1v'\ , inJn|n the northnorthwas' waswwswasw-

the
was-

the
s

the firsttll'SttllSt' order ofof'theofthe
,'

the day with'With'With-

the
with-

the 'the Eskimos . The constantconstant-
pressure

constant-
pressurepressure on survival had gonegone-

ob
gone-

ononob for soso longl ng that it seemedseemed-
toto have becomeb'ecome' a secondsecond-
nature

second-
naturenature to the people of thethe-

Arctic
the-

ArcticArctic . Time had sharpenedsharpened-
their

sharpened-
theirtheir senses to cope withwith-
dangers

with-
dangersdangers with a rare giftgift-

of
gift-

ofof presence of mind underunder-
difficult

under-
difficultdifficult pressures of stress .

This waswwass the first requirerequire--require-
ment

require-
ment

¬-

ment to meet the many dandan-dan-
gers

dan-
gers

¬-

gers the Arctic presented .

These dangers representedrepresented-
thethe Arctic'sArctics' treachery , thethe-

unexpected
the-

unexpectedunexpected , the lurking andand-

the
and-

thethe sudden . With highly dede-dede-

veloped
de-

veloped
¬-

veloped sense of perception ,

they learned to recognize themthem-
with

them-
withwith knowledge they had painpain-pain-
fully

pain-
fully

-¬-
fully gained through the ages .

Panic DangerousDangerous-

TheThe main tool ofofcomcomcom-com-

bat
com-

bat
¬-

bat against the Arctic dandan-dan-
gers

dan-
gers

¬-

gers seemed to have beenbeen-
the

been-
thethe difficult manner of meetmeet-meet-
ing

meet-
ing

¬-

ing them without panic . TheyThey-

had
They-

hadhad found out long ago thatthat-
to

that-
toto panic was a dangerousdangerous-
thing

dangerous-
thingthing . Panic was a conditioncondition-
where

condition-
wherewhere the victim lost his rearea-rea-
soning

rea-
soning

¬-

soning and that was whenwhen-
he

when-
hehe became a prime targettarget-
for

target-
forfor disaster to overtake himWm .

In the Arctic ,. to allow panicpanic-
toto overcome one was askingasking-
for

asking-
forfor disaster . The north countrycountry-
gave

country-
gavegave no quarter once it sawsaw-
an

saw-
anan opening .

Unnecessary ChancesChances-

Another

Chances-

AnotherAnother important aidaid-
to

aid-
toto survivalsurvivalwaswas the imporimpor-impor-
tance

impor-
tance

¬-

tance of not taking unnecesunneces-unneces-
sary

unneces-
sary

¬-

sary chances . In the village ofof-

Point
of-

PointPoint Hope , this was frownedfrowned-
upon

frowned-
uponupon by village elders who ,

as their ancestors did beforebefore-
them

before-
themthem , saw it as a definitedefinite-

threat
definite-

threatthreat to life and limb . HunHun-Hun-
ters

Hun-
ters

¬-

ters ,. especially younger ones ,

were constantly remindedreminded-
not

reminded-
not

,

not to over-extendoverextend- theirtheir-
daring

their-
daringdaring .

Strange TragedyTragedy-

The

Tragedy-

TheThe advice of teh elderselders-
did

elders-
diddid not always succeedsucceedasasas-

will
as-

willwill be shown in the followingfollowing-
example

following-
exampleexample - a strange and unun-unun-

explained
un-

explained
¬-

explained incident that haphap-hap-
pened

hap-
pened

-¬-
pened at Point Hope in4t northnorth-north-
western

north-
western

¬-

western Alaska , 130136136milesmilesmiles-
within

miles-
withinwithin the Arctic Circle .

In the memory of thisthis-

writer
thisthis-

writerwriter waswas a first cousincousin ,

TimothyTIDlOthyOomittTimothy'OomittukTimothyOomittuk,'
Oomittukk and anotherariotIererm-

an
another-

manman , JamesJaleS Nashookpiak,1whoNashookpiak1whoNashookpNashookpukk"whokwhok"who-
shared

,;"whowho-

sharedshared
,
ini1in theth bazaarbbazaarZ r , tragedytrtragedygdy' .

Both menmnmen '
hadh d notoriouslnotorioustoriUs repurpu¬. '

tatiotationstations1s1sofof taking unnecessary .'

chancesYchancchanceaS::. ' '
'

. '" ,

:

. TimothyTunothyTiIothy waswas not 'an easyeasy-
man

asyasy-
mant'tofiguremanmant'tofiguremanttofigure"to'to' " ;" ffigureigure " outs/WhyoutsWhyouttiWhyouttiut iwhyWhy/ 'hh*' hehe-

went. wentw rlrtlo, ]
' the- .extentthe- extentthe'exttheextthe '

.exe t# 'ofof'oflofltakingt ,

: takingtaking-
dangrous

*'

dangerousdangrousd u8:;; ! ;risks!}
' "

Iwas;wassiiMiot'notnot'notk-
nwon ':' ot
knwonlCHeknwonon:'.}!_

HHe f,
,

?';,apparentlyp a nt1y did-
not

diddi

'
not ,

* fear.VforfearVforfearfearforr2lhis.,
'
%,

\ forforhi8Ilife, . \hi8I\lifehi8Ilife\, bis1 \'lifelife'lifefHe;.:|ukHeukH-
eseemed

HeH-
er'seFr'serseseemed1Dd bentb1t tot 'testtest'

test hishis daringd8iDgdaringiDg-
II"'

,

, ,
, .

. ,;::;..:
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'IIagamst'ttheagamsttthe'Iagamst'tthe' 'againstagainst'aganist *',''tnetne, the 'variedvaried!:'yariedvaried ;'
." pitfallspitfpitfalls-

of
l1s

,

''''off fte'ArcticlfteArcticlthrctithoArcticth \rctircti'\( :.:'HeHHe' .apparentlyapparently.,
apparentlyapparentlyo-

j
apparently-

took.,
oj" tookttook 'strange8ttstrangege delightd light inin'cheat-in'cheatincheatin'cheat-
ing

'cheatheat-heatheati-

DS
¬- ,.

ingiDSing itfitbutit;but iniini'the.loithe.loithelo'

.-

tlie
t-

liejhe.longjhelong
. .

.longggrunrun hhehe-
came

?
camecamcamecameout'

ouFsecondoutt secondC Id best...
1I FineFi1eFi1e ManMan-

Timothy

Man-

TimothyTimothy'Timothy' Oomittuk had eaa-

personality
a-

personalitypersonality that was contagcontag-contag-

ious
contag-

ious
-

ious . He was liked bybyeveryeveryevery-every-

one
every-

one
¬-

one in the village . If he hadhad-

any
had-

anyany sadness ,. in his life hehe-

didn't
he-

didn'tdidn'tdidnt' show itit.. To be aroundaround-
him

around-
himhim was tatBto have a, grealgreatgreat-
time

great-
timetime and to laught.. His homehome-

life
home-

lifelife seemed happy with eaa-

fine
a-

finefine looking wifewifwifeandand fouifourfour-

children
four-

childrenchildren .

His elders ," who hachadhad-

learned
had-

learnedlearned to take a great likingliking-

for
liking-

forfor him , gave him paternalpaternal-
advice

paternal-
adviceadvice not to take unnecesunneces-unneces-
sary

unneces-
sary

-

sary risks . He took these witfwithwith-

smiles
with-

smilessmiles andlightheartednessand lightheartedness .

. Carried Out To SeaSea-

One

Sea-

OneOne day , he was carried ououtout-

to
out-

toto sea . He crossed the widewide-

lead
wide-

leadlead by using a cake of iceice-

as
ice-

asas a raft using his icepiclicepickicepickr-
oOd

icepick-

rodrodroOd as a paddle . A feufewfew-

years
few-

yearsyears later he was agaiiagainagain-

carried
again-

carriedcarried out but had to useuse-

every
use-

everyevery strength he had to gegetget-

back
get-

backback .

A quite strong breezebreeze-
had

breeze-
hadhad come up and he paddlecpaddledpaddled-
his

paddled-
hishis ice raft on an angle titoto-

the
to-

thethe wind and finally made iitit-

in
it-

inin what seemed an eternity .

InsurableInsurable-

The

Insurable-

TheThe two near tragediestragedies-
apparently

tragedies-
apparentlyapparently did not cure him .

When he was reminded olofof-

them
of-

themthem he laughed them off .

He continued to hunt in hihishis-

usual
his-

usual
:

usual manner. Such apparenapparentapparent-
unconcern

apparent-
unconcernunconcern led his leaders ttoto-

say
to-

say
(

say sadly , "ThereThere" will comecome-

aa day when Timothy will nonotnot-

return
not-

returnreturn ."
Out on the ice one day ,

hiin the presence of anotheianotheranother-
hunter

another-
hunterhunter , Timothy OomittulOomittukOomittuk-
noticed

Oomittuk-
noticednoticed a likely spot to hunhunthunt-

and
hunt-

andand he said , "II" want to gelgetget-

over
get-

over
'-

th
t-

h
'

over
.

,therere and see . ThereThere-

might
There-

mightmight be some seplssePIsseals there . "
"It'sIts" ' too dangerous . YoiYouYou-

shouldn't
You-

shouldn'tshouldn'tshouldnt' try it . The ice is toetootoo-

thin
too-

thinthin ,"" said his companion .

Timothy smiled and stepstep-step-
ped

stst-

pedped on the ice . The distancedistance-
between

distance-
betweenbetween firm and solid iceice-

was
ice-

waswas aroundaroUI1d 75 yards . HeHe-

crossed
He-

crossedcrossed it and went beyondbeyond-

for
beyond-

forfor some time but.. didn'tdidnt' gelgetget-

anything
get-

anythinganything . To 'getget' back , hehe-

had
he-

hadhad to cross the same thiithinthin-

ic
thin-

iciceicic.-
l

/.-

l

.-
l

/.:,)Eachach-achachstep'-" step causedapsed it tctoto-

undulate
tt-

undulate,undulate under hishis weight..

WitKWithfU ;; ,:apparentelationapparentappapprr telation-telationtelationhe,) ,
elation , ,-_ hehe-

sIDd

he-

saidsaidsIDd: ,.' 'ThatThat'
'I1JI1J' wasvias excitingexci ! "

. "

BrashBraslt; ManMan-

James

Man-

James. James NashookpukN sh okpuk waswas-

aaa man of differentdiff rent personalitypersonalspersonal-
sthaa

rsonality
" thantTimothythanthaa lTiniTimethythy Oomittuk . HeHe-

'was,'waswasWs'
wasW s ' heavilyheviiyheavilyJijuUth ,Vi1y"6uiltVi1y6uilt-JijuUtJijuUt-"' built 'manman' man andanan-

was_ - :5vs5vs:was%8known"

i|} knownknown ]fasoneas8one;' ;
;one i .ofof., of "thethe"

thethe-
strongestmen.strstrongeststrongestmengest :,iemeni ini1utu>t

"
; llillivillthethethevillagei -villvill

-

villagevillagege !:.

HHe :}wwas> bibra'shtobrashtoshshtshtQ' t tQ ththe :;t'poiIittpoiIitt'poiIit-

of
'porn
pornwas

.

-/ofof-/HofwasHofpf being'abeingabelug'abelugabemg ' 'biagbiag' bragg1art'Hebragg1artHebr"aggait'HesbraggaitHes" ;: tr\'Hetr'HeHe\ .!:' ' . wawwas
'OIIeOIIe:'
,
7o

.;:" b11 ; the'ratherathe'raethe"
''rar9e

'
;ilCliViduBIsilCliViduBIsindividualsindividuals-

who
. openlyantagonizedhis.r,whowho

"

openlyantagonized-hisopenlyantagonizedhisopenlype1;t: antagonizednt g 1ized"his1izedhis"' - his
ti.rr.' elders/elderseldersHe.thoughld r'srs' /.:

"'
He.thoug-

h

Hethoug-

h

HHe
.
lliothough8h thotaUlOfJthose who

' : ' ,
rh?
havehave'advicehaveadviceve-vevedVi';-'advicedVi (,

'"werewererwererwerecowards"
er cowardlycowardscowards-

f

WWrdIyrdIyrdIy'-

f , ' . , ' > ': ' -
.11. .-

1.t
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,
and-meekandmeekandmeek-_ . WhenWhen he._ huntedhuntedhunted-
he

.

he broke ,'.', every safetysaf ty rulerulrule-
ofof his people ._ ,

,
'

OneOne'coldOnecold
'

cold day while hunthunt-hunt-
ing

hunt-
ing

¬-
ing, he Jell.fellfell.fell .throughthrough. tin iceice-

and
ice-

andandandmanagedmanaged to get out onon-

solid
on-

solidsolid ice . He made a dash toto-

the
to-

thethe village , his clothes frozenfrozen-
and

frozen-
andand his limbs werewere' on thethe-
point

the-
pointpoint of freezing when hehe-

arrived
he-

arrivedarrived . A man of lesserlesser-
strength

lesser-
strengthstrengthstrengthwouldwould not have mademad-
eit

made-
ititit.. In telling about it later hehe-

guffawed
he-

guffawedguffawed as he did so .
I'

Gainful ReturnsReturns-

Because

Returns-

BecauseBecause of their daring ,

the two hunters were betterbetter-
than

better-
thanthan average . They tok manymany-
seals

many-
sealsseals , oogruks-behigasoogruksbehigasoogruks-belugasbelugas., - , walwal-wal-

rus
wal-

rus
¬-

rus ,, caribou and many polarpolar-

bears
polar-

bearsbears . They were hunting allall-

the
all-

thethe time . Inclement weatherweather-
did

weather-
diddid not stop them . WhenWhen-

hunters
When-

huntershunters stayed because ofof-

adverse
of-

adverseadverse conditions ,, they werewere-
out

were-
outout roaming the ice .
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*?,'aaFatal' !

tr'
Dayu. yy

r",

'
1t.
;' stxrx-

rV

x-

rOne

ti.
EE-

tr
;
* ;
V:

.

One dayddayyinin the latterlattlatterpartrpari9trpari9tpart of i
. .-
November

N-ovember.NNovemberiNovembervenber'the'twnberthetw,;' thethetwothetwomien
',two menmenmien wentwen ! m

::huntinghnntuighWitiDg\EhWitiDgEmhnntuig
, .

.;\
,
EachEachEachwantcli wentwewantt'iti' inin ' aa:' 'difdif

'

difdiddidl
. ,':l'

fereidtferent directionThedirection.IThedirectionIThedirection
"

.
?

The' dayday.wasdaywas' .waswaswas.
't-'tt' - '

anything butbutperfectbutperfect.perfectperfect., . ThereThere-
was, was a stiff , breeze , blowingblowi.iblowii.ggtt

i)i from southeast andandaa steadysteady-
snowfall

steady-
snowfallsnow-fallsnowfallsnowfallwas- was coming down .

The skyskywaswas gray and forfor-forfor-

bidding
for-

bidding
¬-

bidding .

According to Helen andand-
Chester

and-
ChesterChester Seveck of Point HopeHope-
and

Hope-
andand Kotzebue :,, the great fieldsfields-
of

fields-
ofof ice were hiin the processprocess-
of

process-
ofof forming a solid shieldshield-
around

shield-
aroundaround the land . Cleavage ,

or lead lines , were not yetyet-

'permanently
yet-

'permanently'permanentlypermanently' set.. That meantmeant-
no

meant-
nono one knew just where aa-

lead
a-

leadlead might openop n . It meantmeant-
also

meant-
alsoalso that there were manymany-
patches

many-
patchespatches of open water thatthat-
froze

that-
frozefroze or hiin the process ofo-
ffreezing

of-

freezinfreezing/infreezinginfreezing/freezingnfreezin//inn the loweringlowerin-
gtemper

lowering-
temptemperaturestempertemp turesatures .

"TheyThey" went hunting inin-

two
in-

twotwo different directions andand-
at

and-
atat different times . Some peopeo-peo-
ple

peo-
ple

-¬

ple wonder whether they metmet-

out
met-

outout there on the ice but thatthat-
doesn't

that-
doesn'tdoesn'tdoesnt' seem likely , " saidsaid-
Helen

said-
HelenHelen and Chester .

See "SurvivalSurvival"SlDVSlDV" v.llvll."" page 18
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Few

If5f
Few ', others ,. unfortunatelyunfoItunately: ,.

thought they knew better thanthan-
the

than-
thethe older men and they paidppaid-

high
.idid.id-

high

.
high for their indifferenceindifference-indifferenceindifference-
the

-
the loss of their lives .

'

A nervy manan was muchmuch-
admired

much-
admiredadmired by the Eskimos butbut-

if
but-

ifif he used it foolishly ;, hehe-

became
he-

becamebecame something of a manman-
marked

man-
markedmarked with doom ;: It waswas-
just

was-
justjust a matter of time if hehe-

persisted
he-

persistedpersisted . The ArcticArcti<? , its
,
na-na-

i' ,f,( '
\{

' "
, . '

Y 11)1111:' '.)" "') .

.
; '

. :
"',';'

,!
,(.,; tftf-

Continued

:JJ-

rom
,

' ' " " ' " M

CortinuedContinued
.
fromrompacepage"i3i31313M13-

ture

,-" , .
.,

-" 'TtTt'- v" ,
.

" i:* ,'

hireture the wayway ititwas-waswasawns- 8;,", andand-
is

and-
is

.

is,., nevernever relaxedreliixoo its pressurepr'e8surepre8surepressure' !:
It .foreverforever. looked , for'for'forZ'forweak' ;

,

Z weakweak-weakweak-
nesses '.-
nessesnesses-nessesnessesud

-

andudand onceonceririe'seetnge'seetngeseetng' seeing annanno-

pe
an-

openingopeopening1ing it struckstruckviciouslyviciouslyvicio sly '

andan'4an4andan'4mercilesslyandmercilessly'mercilessly .

IntensiveInlenslyeIntensive StudiesStudies-

Through

*.

ThroughThrough passage of time ,

the EskimosEskimo hadh d learned toto

fr'e8Pfre8Prespectrasrroundrasct ? 'th8th8'the :: grimriiDgrii J surroundtsrous rround-rround
.

dd-

b'IIJs

¬.- '

-b'IIJsb'IIJsbIIJs-:ings'underingsunderrasings'under
' 'ii'1d1drWhirWhi"

,

,:whichh\thhth\;,theyy ; live :.'':
.

"
,

,
TheyTheyhad/hadhad/

, };u 'come-'comecome,'-'cometo':'comecome'cDm
, /;,

' to:1regarltoregardto :11::regardregarl( .
:
"'

'

" thetht3'
, i ArcticAi-ctiAictiArcticwith- ;:- withlwit1-withwithjj'sometbinS' 'something'sometbinSsometbinS

akingekingkirigttotdtdaaa7"bb"beingbeing1i'they1ithey' theyhadtheybad:
;bad totoI,, I

,u1de11tadumderstend.TheyumderstendThey:;". JlearnedarD8d <d1d1-
l

andand-

largelylargelylfg ly '
Iffigured'igured'outiguredout' 'ooutr theth moods-

'of

moods ),

of'of'' the1 countrycouiititryThey.studiedcouiititryTheystudiedwitf ,: ,nThey.studiedTheystudied'yy' ..stUdie4
*

,

its calmcalm "windswinds"
, gales and8nd their !?

I,
effectsff cts 00onon' landtandfiend andnd seasesea

'-

of
o-f'

. TheyfIy!Tliey4Tliey-
4studied

,
,

studiedstudi a movementsmovements of thethelthe-

icefieldsicefields ; studied what windswindswinds-

and

"'

and from what direction afaf-afaf-

fected
¬.-

fected them . They studiedstudiecJ.

,

;f:rDiformai titionSls m'clmclofof-

setting
', El'.bef6re"i.bef6reibef6rei.befor'e.beforebefore. "'

' 'settmgsettmgsettmsetting'forma'toutoutftoout(,'tt'tof'
o hunthoot

'-

and
a-

nd'wdi&efjwdiefjdth{&,Y7.they7 .

;
*; c6uldcouldc Id , telllwithttelll1 Witlwith :8n8n;: fflmazing\ac-jfflmazingacjamazingazmg\aqazmgaq\ac-acac-

'i'curacy.what
-';

J'i'curacy.whaticuracy.whaticuracywhat' 'curacyuiacy what. wh t kindlbiti 'off a daylay(
, itit-

would
ifits*

:
,

'\wouldwould\\WOWO1WOwould" 'ww' ' dL-dLdL1beuu
',-;.-.,. ;> x""v.Jiv.JivJi"v.Ji1"

'.\,.; ,.a;' 'yy'",", '. \11\;1i'';*-1-11t-''1,
/ii!/';- ''f\ffI!',f/rvfrv'

\
;

, /,ft" ' '
, I-II-"They
, -

; 'TheyThey"They'
"

53 studied tthe ;, animalsammanimals1s ,. "ff"-

fi

"

i;: ' their: j.,babitsYiujbabitsYiuhabits *
' andandd it&eVareasiteVareasttie'areasttieareasi llittie'areasfthe-
y

& ,;' arearess
theyJ'fitheyJfi'frequenttThisqqentqjTientqjTif-

they ;, "wBs'IawBsIa",;was'aaaa :'

;'
' grgreatgraigreatai\aiairequir\

requirementrequir inei1tJ'hinei1tJh. They''yy' hadbadbad-
to

'
[ toto ' knowkJikiioww '

,
thetlie ] behayiorialbbehavioial1i Viorial; 'patpat'pat¬= ' "

)

, terntternr
r.;, off

"-

every
e- very7",'-

every
e- very'

yyryryl' cmimaJ'animalanimalaJ Y- theythey-

hunt
}ii-

bunt

'

huntbunt for liyeUhoodlivelihoodlivelihood'TheylivelihoodThey.
' They hadbadhad-

found
bad-

foundfound thatfuat jtheJhthe'onlytheonly' onlyonl
_ ,

way:way
,
toto-

live
to-

livelive with thethe Arctic was-'towas'totowas'to-
know

was .- ItaIta-

know

'to
'

know it from ', every angle-angleangle-

its
angle-

its
angle-

its
-

its behavior under certain .'

conditions . In doing so , theythey-

learned
they-

learnedlearned to cheat the manymany-
perUs

many-

perilsperilsperUs it dealt out fromfromits-itsits'- itsits-

manysided
its-

manysidedmany-sidedmanysided-- and dangerousdangerous-
nature

dangerous-
naturenature .

Yields SecretsSecrets-

And

Secrets-

AndAnd so down throughthrough-
centuries

through-
centuriescenturies the inhospitableinhospitable-
Arctic

inhospitable-
ArcticArctic had grudgingly yieldedyielded-

its
yielded-

itsits secrets to the EskimosEskimos-

who
Eskimos-

whowho usedUS3.dUS3d!.
them against it toto-

survive
to-

survivesurvive .
. Even with the bestbest-

knowledge
best-

knowledgeknowledge they had garneredgarnered-
from

garnered-
fromfrom the Arctic ,, the peoplepeople-

still
people-

stillstill had to dealdealwithwith one ofof-

its
of-

itsits dangerous facetsfacets-itsfacetsits-its unun-unun-

predictab
un-

predictability
¬-

predictabilitypredictab ity .

- Such was the suddensudden-
upheaval

sudden-
upheavalupheaval of the recent viciousvicious-

storm
vicious-

stormstorm that did great damagedamage-
atat BarrowBf\ffOWBfffOW\ . It was a freakfreak-

storm
freak-

stormstorm . It had to be dealtdealt-

with
dealt-

withwith quick thinking andandwithwithwith-with-

out
with-

out
¬-

out panic . There were nono-

fatalities
no-

fatalitiesfatalities . It would have provenproven-

otherwise
proven-

otherwiseotherwise because the stormstorm-

erupted
storm-

eruptederuptederuptedwithoutwithout warning . ItIt-

was
It-

waswas a storm with a murderousmurderous-

intent
murderous-

intentintent and it camepame in a cold ,

freezing weatherweath r .

,
"

-r'ir'iri;-, ' "
, : ' 'IIII"' ,. ' T"jTj<" ;'<:

';
" ' . r"v-r"vrvr"vi." - ' "

"
,}i t

. '' '-
I

I' :' N6 THce7uCw"o7uCwo7uCw"o-

A

k
" <

.';:"Ii" ' .\ \,
;

,
,+r '

it*" " 'nVJnVJ' , " :.tt..tMI> ,:' : ; " \MIMI\<! ;
..1oJtJi, ::. ';\ . 'fpifpi'.'):. ' ; .

,
.' , ; ; ',I 4 ', ' 'ii"' '

'
L-L"-L- 't
A i

'tt' .. WhenWheen '
\

eveningeven ng scamescamei-

niothyOomittukk
;, came . , . .

imothy0omittukkhiiiniothyOomittukk$
_o ttukk'8nlttukk8nl' and( JamesJ S). ' :

NaahookpukshookPUkNNaeho uk failed tot retUriretuinreturn.:..
EarlyEarlythe'nextEarlythenext:!: the ' next day/'theday'thetheCiday:/

'thethe'liuntheliun"' h'un-h'unhunh'un-

tera
h''ri-= ,

'tt'tS'teraters"oftersofnl1agge'went7ou'tto-SS- !:" off..:'thethe'the-thethenl1agge'went7ou't'
-
linUageVillagenl1agge'went7ou'tnl1aggewent7out':wentrit , out'out'out-

t
' '

Theyfaiwedouttotto lo\kloklookl \) 'ii'fortheinforrh); themtTheyiiI'heffaDniiIheffaDn.:?They-faiwedTheyfaiwed' -fannedd -

:out6ulinalldirecti6n8ut,'; in !;llall ;difdiiectiozia-diiectioziadiiectiozialookingcti is 'll'- lookinglooking-
for'cracks

okiggf-
orforTtracksfor'cracksforcracksfor"

' tr cks butthVroqw1)1)butthbutthsnowtth:
, ''snowsnow' hadbadhbad-

covered
d

coveredcoveredvered themt1them'wherever'theyemwherevertheyem'wherever'they-
wpreSWhen

'whwh'jwhereverrev r'theyrtheyr'they-
w

' they
wpre.sWhenwpresWhenw rrWb.:\WbWb\

ii leacheach' h'ofhofof'of theth hunlBan-BanBan-
ters

n¬.-
ters camecame "'' homehhhome1e *'" that eveneveeven-eveneven-
ing

1¬
-

inglng ,. they hadhadnot:
'- not
n-ot'not seen anyany-

sign
'-

sign
s-

ignany'sign'
sign of the missingniSsmg.menniSsmgmen

.
men . TheyThey-

had
They-

hadhad disappeareddisappearedwithoutwithoutwithout-
aa trace .

"

ItItwaswas prpresumedsumed thatthat-
each

that-
eacheach of the men may havehave-
attempted

have-
attemptedattempted to crosscrcrossss over thinthin-
ice

thin-
iceice to makemalee shortcuts and hadhad-
fallen

had-
fallenfallen throughthrougb !:. The ArcticArctic-
had

Arctic-
hadhad claimed twotwo men of difdif-dif-

ferent
dif-

ferent
¬-

ferent personalities but whowho-
had

who-
hadhad one thing in common .

They defieddefiednaturenature in thethe-
north

the-
northnorth .

Another irony hiin conneccOl1connec-connecconnec-

tion
1ec-1ec1ect-

ion
¬-

tion with the two menmen-eachmeneachmeneach-
of

-each
of themtheIILleftthent-leftthentleft,- left four childrenchildren-
with

children-
withwith their widows . ExceptExcept-
for

Except-
forfor one of Timothy Oomit-OomitOomit-

tuk's
Oomit-

tuk's
Oomit-

tuk's
-

tuk'stuks' daughters , they areare-
still

are-
stillstill married and have manymany-
children

many-
childrenchildren today .

Dangerous IndifferenceIndifference-

AndAnd so men lived in thethe-

Arctic
the-

ArcticArctic . Most listened faithfaith-faith-
fully

faith-
fully

¬-

fully to their elders andandusuusuusu-usu-
ally

usu-
ally

¬-

ally lived a full span of life .


