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To tellteU about the stick-stickstick-
dance

stick-
dance

-.
dance or hiyo , I will havehave-
to

have-
toto begin with what my grandgrand-grand-
mother

grand-
mother

¬-

mother told me , althoughalthough-
itit may differ from others ,

but there really isn'tisnt' that muchmuch-
difference

much-
differencedifference . She said onceonce-
there

once-
therethere was a family of sevenseven-
boys. boys , a man and his wife .

They all got sick and dieddied-
except. except the father . He cutcut-
up

cut-
upup a lot of drieddriedwoodwood andand-
burned

and-
burnedburned them . This is whatwhat-
people

what-
peoplepeople did years backback---theybacktheyback-theybacktheyc-
remated

backtheyc-
remated

'-they
cremated the dead .

After the father gotgot-

through
got-

throughthrough with the cremation ,

he went back to his kishem .

As he was crying , he startedstarted-
toto sing . As he was singing hehe-

thought
he-

thoughtthought to himself , "WhyWhy"Why-
don't

"

# don'tdont' I go out and get a stickstick-
at

stick-
atat least to keep me company? "
So he went out and cut aa-

tree,. tree down , brought that hiin thethe-

kishem
'

kishem and started dancingdancing-
and

dancing-
andand singing around itit.. WhenWhen-
he

When-
hehe went out much later thethe-

sun
the-

sunsun was up . He had danceddanced-
all

danced-
allall night till bright and earlyearly-
the

early-
thethe next day .

That'sThats'' the reason forfor-

the
for-

thethe dance today lasting fourfour-four-
teen

four-
teen

¬-
teen to sixteen hours . Also ,

the original songs that hehe-

sang
he-

sangsang at that time are thethe-

thirteen
the-

thirteenthirteen songs that are sungsung-
just

sung-
justjust before the stickdance .

They aren'tarent' sundsundatat any otherother-
time

other-
timetime . If you listen closelyclosely-
you. you can tell the languagelanguage-
differs

language-
differsdiffers from my languagr .

It'sIts' more like the Innoko RiverRiver-
language

River-
languagelanguage , which I guess isis-

the
is-

thethe Ingalic , though some peopeo-peo-
ple

peo-
ple

-¬

ple say it originated from aa-

village
a-

villagevillage about six miles belowbelow-
KaItag

below-
KaltagKaltagKaItag , a village which waswas-
a

was-
aa big Indian village at oneone-

time
one-

timetime . Some say it originatedoriginated-
from

originated-
fromfrom the Innoko River Indians .

The stickdance is a veryvery-

serious. serious celebration that wewe-

the
we-

thethe people of Nulato andand-
Kaltag

and-
KaltagKaltag strongly believe in .

IIIIIIItIt is , as I'veIve'' said , a time toto-

repay
to-

repayrepay people for what theythey-
have

they-
havehave done for you at a timetime-
of

time-
ofof death . About six months toto-

a
to-

aa year after the person hashas-
died

has-
dieddied the familyfamiJy of the deaddead-
person

dead-
personperson gives a dish of foodfood-

and
food-

andand a cup of water to thethe-
person

the-
personperson who dressed the body .

This giving of food once aa-

month
a-

monthmonth until stickdance timetime-

means
time-

meansmeans you are feeding The-

dead
the-

dead
the

dead person you are going toto-

give

to-

givegive the potlatch for , so therethere-there-
fore

there-

fore
-¬-

fore you always put the best
,.* in the dish ..

I remember years agoago-

that
ago-

thatthat whenwhe1someonewhensomeone1 someone died in thethe-

family
the-

familyfamily , Grandma used toto-toput'- putput-

food
put-

foodfood in the stove every mornmorn-morn-

ing
morn-

ing
¬-

ing before she ate and alsowsowso-

at
also-

atat night at suppertime . She'dShedShe'd-

do
She'd-

do

'

do this for about six months ,.,,
or untilwtil the person thatat doeddoed-

got
doed-

gotgot used'USed' to the foodfood.of
.-

of
o- f., of the'the'the-

dead
'the-

dead

'

dead peoplep ojle) .. The belief isIs-

that
Is-

thatthat wevgotowwXgowe Xgo; gd ,

: to aaaabeautifula, beautifulb'beautifu-
lplacebeyond

autifulautifu-
lplacebeyoiplaceplacebeyondplacebeyoiplacebeyond;',-beyondbeyond- d, a ,,

beliefbbelieftliatbelieftliat-
existed

lieftliatlieftliat-
exist ''

, that
'-

bef
b-

ef' '

existedexist d long beforer thethee white
," ., 'ii''ianf'manjcamejtoanfan , cooicamei yto: to'[

' Jell,. teUtell us therethere-
s

there.-

s
.

.ss|.s a 'heaven1heavenheavenand,
av

,
andId hell ,.

'" : .ff.>.ft,
; -tt"- ':,

',

' 't."
" - " i:tW1( ' -WW

': '; ' \

I nevernever heardheatd. the IndiansIndians-
diBcUS9

Indians-
discus9discussfadiBcUS9discus9 '

"'a.be1Wabe1W?
. teU.HteUHhelH-helHhelHTher. '-ThereTherThere'couldTherecouldThere'could-

be

*'<, could1d1d-
bebe oneoneI , thoughth ugh , for' they ' bebe-bebel-
ieved

be-

lieved
-¬-

lieved thethoth naughty personspersons-
got

persons-
gotgot punishedunished forfor-forwhatever'- whateverwhatever-
wrong

whatever-
wrongwrong he or she had done .

ConcerningConCfi'rnlngConCfirnlng' thethe preparaprepara-prepara-
tion

¬.-
tion for the potlatch : I cancan-
remember

can-
rememberremember my grandma getget-get-

ting
get-

ting
¬-

ting ready for the stickdance .

One time she made clothingclothing-
toto dress eight people . SheShe-

didn't
She-

didn'tdidn'tdidnt' do much fancy sewing .

She did a lot of trapping , soso-

she
so-

sheshe used to hire quite a fewfew-

of
few-

ofof the women to do the fancyfancy-
sewing

fancy-
sewingsewing for her . I rememberremember-
asas a little girl whenever sheshe-
was

she-
waswas sewing things for the pot-potpot-

latch
pot-

latch
pot-

latch
-

latch she wouldn'twouldnt' allow meme-

around
me-

aroundaround her . We were not alal-alal-

lowed
al-

lowed
¬-

lowed to touch any of thethe-

things
the-

thingsthings that were being sewnsewn-
because

sewn-
becausebecause they were for thethe-
dead

the-
deaddead . Whenever I went inin-

the
in-

thethe cache , there were about

,
six differenterent sackssacks of things :.
Onie1eOneO " sackTWassaccck\VckVckVs] :(.; \+wasa ;, nnothingthing !; bbutbut-
boots

t
bootsVhobootstS-tStSone;

-
ikons; brieone ;;'sack8aCks k '

,
'mmmoc'moccasinsccasinSasinSa91nsa91ns-

one
;,

oneoone1 beadedbeadoobeadooimiuimiumittensD ," , anotheranoth r
knittedknittedsocks.sockssocks. , shirtsshirtspants

'
,;,;,; pants ,,

.andand.and.andabandaboutaboutabutab ut sixteensixteen'tosixteentoto twenty
,twentyblanketstwenty'blankets,'

blankets-blankets'blankets- , plus beaverbeaver-beaverskins- skins ,;'
wolf , and wolverinewolver i1e . I waswas-
always

was-
alwaysalways afraid of those clothesclothes-
in

clothes-
inin the cache . The wolverinewolverine-
skins

,

skins and wolves were alal-alal-

ways
al-

ways
¬-

ways put on the.eetotet. stick . TheseThesThese-
werewere cut upupinto, into strips to bebe-

given
be-

givengiven , to theilie individuals .

,
When the potlatchpotlatchwaswaswas-

beingbeing planned , it usually waswaswas-
aa year ahead.ahead. of the actualactual-
time

actual-
timetime . We'dWed' start our prepre-pre-
paration

pre-
paration

¬-
paration from then on , likelike-

during
like-

duringduring thethesununersummersununer thethewomenwomenwomen-
folls

women-
folksfolksfollsfollswouldwould put away theth bestbest-
dried

best-
drieddried fish and dried meat..

We'dWed' pick a lot of Jberriesberriesberries-
and

berries-
andand put them away alosalasdos . TheThe-
men

The-
menmen would go out huntinghunting-
inin the fall of the year andand-
get

and-
getget ducks and bear . They alsoalso-

used
also-

usedused to get mountain sheepsheep-
and

sheep-
andand put all this away . They'dTheydThey'd-

Sea"TheHiyb'R

They'd-

See

'

Sea"TheHiyb'RSeaTheHiybRSee "TheThe" HiyHiyd ' Pagee1515
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from Page. 3
take\thetakethetake \"' the

'
s;, insides

' .
:'.;: 'outoutoutI*.,I of thethe-

ducks
the-

ducksducks but notn t .plplpluckk the feafea-fea-
thers

fea-
thers

¬-
thers :;. Theyrhoy would filltill thethe-
insideS

the-
insidesinsides with grassBt-Bt-Btssss so the bugsbugs-
w

bugs-
wouldn'twouldn'twouldntw 'ulduld'i'fif':'!: get at them .",

1rtrratrerera-rare-rera-
memb

re-
member

-:¬-
membermembmemberwer

,we'alwayswealwayswe J;;'always'YaysYays' ,used
, toto-

have
to-

havehave somesame ofofofthesethesetIiS' forfor.1bfor1b. ThanksDb-DbDbgi-
vipg

¬-.
givinggivipgrefrigerators. WehadWWehad'noWehadno

1?,1ad'rioad'rioadrio'no refrigerarefrigera-refri era-eraera-
tors

¬-
tors hiin thosethosthose days . To thisthis-
day

this-
dayday I would muchmuchratherratherrather-
have

rather-
havehave these ducksducksanyany dayday-
rather

day-
ratherrather than turkey .

,'; ,

usuallylastedThe potlatchpotlatchusuallyusually
lasted for a week . The firstfirst-
night

first-
nightnight we would have a bigbig-

potlatch
big-

potlatchpotlatchcomm1lDityhallcommunityhallat the communitycomm1lDity
hall and then the mourningmourning-
songs

mourning-
songssongs were sung , the newnew-
songs

new-
songssongs first for the ones thethe-
potlatch

the-
potlatchpotlatch was being given forfor-
and

for-
andand then the old , old songssongs-
that

songs-
thatthat we have been singing-
for

singing-
for

singing
for a long , long time . TheThe-
women

The-
womenwomen wouldwouldstandstand toin line allall-

across
all-

acrossacross the hallhallandand dance .

We'dWed' call this the washtubwashtub-
dance

washtub-
dancedance . As the new songs werewere-
sung

were-
sungsung , I remember some of thethe-

women
the-

womenwomen crying because thethe-
words

the-
wordswords put into the songs areare-
very

are-
veryvery sad . The next night thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople were served just cofcof-cof-

fee
cof-

fee
¬-

fee and something light , andand-
then

and-
thenthen there was more singingsinging-
and

singing-
andand dancing . Each night therethere-
was

there-
waswas a potlatchpotlatchsomeonesomeonesomeone-
would

someone-
wouldwould burn some of the foodfood-

for
food-

forfor the dead .

The night of the stick-stickstick-

dance
stick-

dance
stick-

dance
-

dance we'dwed' start our mournmourn-mourn-
ing

mourn-
ing

¬-

ing songs and dancing about
8:00800: p.mpm. . For this specialspecial-
dancing

special-
dancingdancing we'dwed' dress up in ourour-
megahoolauna

our-
megahoolaunamegahoolauna with headhead-
feathers

head-
feathersfeathers . At this time thethe-

thirteen
the-

thirteenthirteen special songs werewere-
sung

were-
sungsung . Then we'dwed' start singingsinging-

our
singing-

ourour hiyo song . Then the stickstick-

was
stick-

waswas brought in and the stick-stickstick-

dance
stick-

dance
stick-

dance
-

dance would begin at about
10:001000: p.mpm. . It would last untiluntil-

about
until-

aboutabout 2:00200: p.mpm. . the next day .

Once the stick was takentaken-
down

taken-
downdown and carriedcarriedallall aroundaround-
the

around-
thethe hall , it was taken allall-

over
all-

overover the village and then backback-

into
back-

intointo the hallhallandand put backback-

up
back-

upup . The next time it was takentaken-
down

taken-
downdown and was taken all overover-
the

over-
thethe village , it was then brokenbroken-

up
broken-

upup and thrown over the river-riverriver-

bank
river-

bank
river-

bank
-

bank .

During the time the stickstick-

was
stick-

waswas up we'dwed' bring hiin allall-

the
all-

thethe tings wewe were to givegive-

away
give-

awayaway , dance around the stickstick-

and
stick-

andand then hang it up on thethe-

wall
the-

wallwall till the next day whenwhen-

the
when-

thethe things were to be givengiven-

away
given-

awayaway . The wolf and wolverinewolverine-

skins
wolverine-

skinsskinsskinswerewere hung up on thethe-

stick
the-

stickstick that waswas all decorateddecorated-
with

decorated-
withwith ribbons and feathers .

During the nightJrlght someonesomeone-
would

someone-
wouldwould .comecome.,

come hiin with downdown-
feathers

down-

feathersfeathersfeathersfeathersandand sprinkle themthem-

all
them-

allallallaroundaround the stick and ontoonto-

the
onto-

thethe people ' who were dancdanc-danc-

ing
danc-

ing
¬-

ing . This was for good luck .

Usually the visitors fromfrom-

each
from-

eacheach village would get toto-toto-
gether

to-

gether
-*-

gether and buy a8 bolt ofof-

material
of-

materialmaterial . They would all comecome-

in
come-

inin '-withw-ith'withwith'-withw-ith' this material andand-

dance
and-

dancealldancedanceall, all groundaround the stick .

At
,
the,;,the timeti1eti1etime of giving thethe-

cl
the-

clothclothcl ththawayawayaway , they'dtheyd' tear itIt-

up

it-

upup intobito aboutaDut three.tlJ.ree.yardtlJree.yardtlJreeyardthree-yardthreeyard-yard piecespieces-

and
pieces-

andand
,
givgive it bto theirth fr friends .

*'$;;After'After"After'" the'stickdancethestickdance' waswas-

overt
was-

overover,1over1overtover ,, , they'dtheydtliey'dtlieyd'' clean , upp.ppp. thethe-

hall
the-

hallhall and1d
'rr'havehhave,

vevea
' . c."a

big
.

potlatch.. . "
.

"

Thenn you'dyoudy 'dd' give mostly'
,
all youyou-

c
you-

couldcouldccouldafford1d affordaffoM tot give8ivegiveand' andd afterafter-
this

after-
thisthis was over , you'dyoudyo '.dd. , ,.againagain. again-
clean

again-
cleanclean up ', the hall ,. this timetime-
the

time-
thethe dressingdresing would take place .

There isisa, a piece of materialmaterial-
strung

material-
strungstrungstrung acrossacrossross'therossthe;!

,.'the hallliall andand-
all

and-
allall theth people to be dresseddressed-
would

dressed-
wouldwould gogo behind this . TheThe-
ones

The-
onesones that wereiWere giving thethe-
clothes

the-
clothesclothes away would have the

tpersonppersonpersOn sittingBitting infnfroatfront(rout of themthemIthem-
to

them-
to

I'

to get8efthe"cloth8eftheclothget'the'clothes'outof'thegettheclothesoutoftheget'the'clothes'outof'theyget'the'clothes'outof'the-
bag

'tiie '"'clothesclothess
"

' 'bututof:;bfthey

' the
'

bag ' and ;;'start"dressingthestartdressingthe'start"dressingthe-
person

:'start '""dressingdressing'dressing'" ('
,
thethe-

ppersonppersonrson . YearsVe'arsVearsYears'
.agoago., 'thethe'the ibidloldlold-

pe
oldold-

peoplepeoplepe 9ple ssaid' d '
} theth :

' peoplep o'le getget-get-
ting

get-
ting

¬-
ting dressed wouldn'twouldnt' have aa-

curtain
a-

curtaincurtain across the Idshemkishem andand-
th

and-
they'wouldtheyththey'wouldtheywouldy'woul-

d

ywoul-

d'would strip right down .
People didn'tdidnt' thinkthinkanythinganythinganything.-
of

anything-
of.ofof-of.,- of this . It was a serious andand-
sad

and-
sadrthingsadsadrthing, thingthlDg ., Now we don'tdontdonlt' dodo-

that
do-

thatthat . After everyone waswas-
through

was-
throughthrough getting all dresseddressed-
inin the new clothes the dresdres-dres-
ser

dres-
ser

¬-
ser would pickpickupup all the old

:i'clothcloth'clothesS ;' andlda putput themthem-themthemiDthe
-
iniD-the-iDtheiDthe-

saCk

.'
-
thethe-

sack

-

\/sacksack/saCk .:. AsAs thethepeoplepeople all linedUriedUried-

up1
lined-

upupup1up *', andandwerewerewere goinggoingoutout ofof-

theof'the'l'the1'the'lthelthe'the'lh' hallhll , they'dtheyd' bringbririg theirtheir-
sack

their-
sacksacksackofofofoldold clothesclQthes along asas-
they

as-
theythey were filing out..

They are not supp'osedsupposedsupposed-
to

'

to look around or turn around .

This they are very supersuper-super-
stitious

super-
stitious

¬-
stitious about . The sayings ying isis-

that
is-

thatthat if you look back , becausebecause-
you

because-
youyou represent the dead perper-per-
son

per-
son

¬-

lookingforson it means you are looking
'for someonesomeone- 'tosomeone- tosomeone- 'tosomeone- toto take with you ,

especially the one that dres-dres--

-
seclsed you or a relativererelative'ofrelativeof;V;'of

,theirstheirsrytheirs '
I-

Ij.:ry
'

"

so the last 'thinggthing'thisthingthis' this personperson
",,, .

'}
.

"

is told as he getegets,ge .readyy
"

.

"'

, toto-

go
o'frfr' '

:

go out is , "DoDo"nono" notDothot tum'aroundtumaroundturnturn 'ariidaroundiido-r
)

or look around as you areare-
going

are-
goinggoing out.. This going out isis-

supposed
is-

supposedsupposed to be the dead perper-per-
son

per-
son

¬-
son leaving the village forfor-

good
for-

goodgood .
II"IIAA lot of the peoplepeople-

atat thisthis'timethistime'timetime' would cry , thinkthink-think-
ing

think-
ing

¬-
'

ing of their loved'loved'lovedones' ones thatthat-
are

that-
areare to be leaving them for-forfor-

ever
for-

ever
-

ever .
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TheThe
,
peoplepeoplepeoplewouldwould comecomcome-

backback in a little while withwith-
their

with-
their

'

their , sacks . They'dTheyd' staystay-
throughthroughthfoughgivingstaythfoughgiving:;giving ' away of.. thethe-
stuff

the-
stuffstuff andand thent..enent.enthen when they'dtheydthey'd-
leave

they'd-
leave

'

leave thee hallhallandand go home ,

they'dtheyd' take all their newnownew-
clothes

now-
clothesclothes off ,. put on their oldold-

.clothes.clothesclothes. clothesagain.clothesagainagain , put the newnewnew-

clothesclotheslothes in the sack andimd putput-
this

put-
thisthis out in the cache for thethe-

night
the-

nightnight.. The dead areBre supposedsupposed-
toto pickpickupup the new clothes
and go on their way for good .

Now , during the stick-stickstick-
dance

stick-
dance

stick-
dance

-

dance time from beginning toto-

end
to-

endend , the villagers wouldn'twouldntwouldn't-
leave

wouldn't-
leave

'

leave the children alone atat-

home
at-

homehome . They believed that thethe-

dead
the-

deaddead people hadh d returned toto-

the
to-

thethe village forfor the potlatch ,.

and to keep the dead fromfrom-
getting

from-
gettinggetting the spirit of the childchild-child-

ren
child-

ren
¬-

ren , they'dtheyd' have a sitter ,.

an older person , taking carecare-
of

care-
ofof them . Also ,. the youngyoun-
gchildren'schildren'schildrens'children's' ' clothes wouldwould-
not

would-
notnot be left outoqtoilt on the line atat-

night
at-

nightnight because it was believed." that the deaddeadwouldwould do somesome-some-
thing

some-
thing

-¬-
thing to the clothes to makemake-

the
make-

thethe children so sick thatthat-

some
that-

somesome would even die .

We believed that duringduring-
the

during-
thethe potlatych the dead forfor-

whom
for-

whomwhom it was given would allall-

be
all-

bebe happy and be participatingparticipating-
with

participating-
withwithwithusus . We believed thatthat-

we
that-

wewe shouldn'tshouldntshouldn ' sing the stick-stickstick-

dance
stick-

dance
-.

dance song at any time butbut-

iust
but-

justjustiust at the time of the stick-stick-

dance , because if.wifw. 'dd' singsing-
it

"

it atat'anyatanyt''anyaIy other tunetimetime'thtimeth'the deadddead-
people

dd-

peoplpeoplepeoplpeoplewouldwouldwold hearh r it beyondb yond ,

and , ifithey(;they
'-

g
g'

got.
'

fooledogledf led ' the'dthedthe'd-
wish

e'dede'd-
wish

'

wishwishupup bad luck and somesome-some-
thing

some-somesome-

thing
-¬- '

thingthingwouldwould happenhappen to us oror-

our

.
ourourfamdUesfamilies ;:

*.'
Indian people hayehalehave( suchsuch-

pride'in
such-

pride'inpride'inprideinpride 'in this celebration thatthat-
in

that-
ininputthisno way would we putput-

thisthis on for nothing . Even ourour-
washtub

our-
washtubwashtub dancing isn'tisnt' put onon-

for
on-

forfor show for people to bebe-

taking
be-

takingtaking pictures . In fact , wewewe-

don't

'

don'tdont' want people taking picpic-picpic-

tures
pic-

tures
¬-

tures .

I remember years agoago-

when
ago-

whenwhen people used to come byby-

dog
by-

dogdog team even at night byby-

moonlight
by-

moonlightmoonlight from Galena ,. Koyu-KoyuKoyu-

kuk
Koyu-

kuk
Koyu-

kuk
-

kuk , and KaltagK8Iiag .. It is such aa-

beautifulbeautiful picture to rememremem-remem-
ber

remem-
ber

¬-
ber . Anyway after comingcoming-
such

coming-
suchsuch a long distance theythey-
would

they-
wouldwould dance all night.. HowHow-

they
How-

theythey used to enjoy that!! ItIt-

would
It-

wouldwould really get to you . You'dYoudYou'd-
get

You'd-
get

'

get a certain feeling and justjust-
want

just-
wantwant to dance , dance , dance .

The women dressing forfor-

their
for-

theirtheir dead husbandshusbandswerewerewere-
usually

were-
usuallyusually dressed in old clothes .

Years ago when a man dieddied-
the

died-
thethe wife would cut her prettypretty-
long

pretty-
longlong hair and even cut herher-
thighs

her-
thighsthighs to show her love forfor-

her
for-

herher husband.. Now she doesn'tdoesntdoesn'-
tstart

doesn'-
tstart

'
start thinking of going outout-

with
out-

withwith a man orjjyenoreveneven thinkthinkofofof-

getting
of-

gettinggetting marriedmarrie'CfmarrieCf' till she hashas-
given

has-
givengiven a potlatch at the stick-stickstick-
dance

stick-
dance

stick-
dance

-

dance for her husband .

That also goes for thethe-

man
the-

man

'

man when he made a pot-potpot-

latch
pot-

latch
pot-

latch
-

latch for his wife . He'dHed' hirehire-
women

hire-
womenwomen from the village to dodo-

the
do-

thethe sewing for him . Whilele

ththeyy Wrwreire; doingdoirig thatthat ,.; he'dhedhhe'dhed'dd' havehavenavehave-

all
nave-

allall ;: theththe'meatthemeat
' '-

meat
m- eat'meat ., andnd furs ; andhdehd '

potlatchthe'potlatcheverythingevereverythingelsQ' elseelsQels forf.orfor. thethe'pthepthe'pot-the'potthepot*'
,

'

pot-pott-.:-
,

latch.. He also wasn'twasntwasn'twasnt'tt': HE! supposed
, f. . , . 1'11111'. . ' "

, . , ' , , .

' -togotogo
-
toto"gotogo,

"

go withth aa womanwOlIsn! beforebefore-
he'd

before-
he'd

,
he'dhedhe'dhed' given a potlatch forfor-

his. his wife . .

:AfterAftrft r you'dyoud'you'd' ' do allall1this'thisthis'

for thehe memorymemmemoryr ofofi aarelative'relrel' relativeUv ;

'

; :

of yours , you'dyoud' feelfeelfeelsdsdsd;rgooigoodgood( ,,
-'"

paying a debt you feel 'youyouyU'youyou'you-
owe

';
,'y U)

owe . , "


