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Oscar Kawagley ,. .,
the .Yup'ik.YupikYupikYup'ik. Yup'ik-

speaking

Yup'ik-

speaking

'
speaking, Eskimo'Eskimo' leader

,
ofpf thethe-

CalistaCalista ' . Corporation ," ., . is aa-

"G
a-

"Genuiite'Person"GenuineGenuine"GG"Genuiite'PersonGenuiitePerson" ' tiUle 'Person'PenonPenon .""> From toejoysthejoysthethejoys-
and

joysjoys-

andand hhardshipsrdslrlps off EskimoEskimo-VillageEskimoVillage'VfllageVfllage'-'ll' lagelage-

life
'-

has
h-as'

life he has worked hisIs waywawaywayup' upup-

the
pp-

the. the ladder of success to becomebecome-

the.thethethe President of a multi-millionmultimillionmulti.millionmultimillionmulti.million-
dollar

multimillion-
dollar

-.

dollardollar Native Corporation .,

He was born andandraisedraised inin-

Bethel
in-

BethelBethel , the largest community inin-

the
in-

thethe Calista Region . The BushBush-

town
Bush-

towntown of Bf&elBfelBe&;; ele1 is located 8080-

miles
80-

milesmiles from Jie;; e mouth of thethe-

Kuskokwim
the-

KuskokwimKuskokwim fi.verfiver.verver..ver in the SouthSouth-South-

western
¬.-

western Alaska . Bethel alsoalso-

serves
also-

servesserves as the cjoef transportationtransportation-
hubhub to the many Eskimo villagesvillage-
sof

village-
sofof the Kuskokwim and Yukon-YukonYukon-

Delta
Yukon-

Delta
-.

Delta area whichwlch is accessible byby-

air
by-

airair and water only .

When Sakagley entered the firstfIrSt-

grade
first-

gradegrade , he could not speak oneone-

word
one-

wordword of English . He missed a lotlot-

of
lot-

ofof school going to Spring andand-

Fall
and-

FallFall camp with hisls family ., ToTo-To-

day
To-ToTo-

day
¬-

day , he can laugh when he says ,

"II" missed so much school goinggoing-
to

going-
toto Spring and Fall Camp that II-

had

I-

hadhad to repeat the first grade ., "
He also recalls that it was difdif-dif-

ficult
¬.-

ficult for him to learn EnglishEnglish-

atat the BIA school in Bethel..
Going to camp was an excitingexciting-

highlight
exciting-

highlighthighlight in the life of youngyoung-
Kawagley

young-
KawagleyKawagley . His parents died bebe-bebe-

fore
be-

fore
¬-

fore he started school and hehe-

was
he-

waswas raised by a very wise andand-

kind
and-

kindkind grandmother , Matilda OsOs-Os-
car

Os-

car
-¬-

car , who taught him how to livelive-

in
live-

inin thethe traditional Eskimo way of

lifeliCe . She ,instilledinstilled in himJm .manymany.many-

values
.many-

valuesvalues that have carriedeamed over intointo-

his
into-

hishis adultadIt life and helped himhimsetsetset-

goals
set-

goalsgoals for the future .

Kawagley'sKawagleys' uncleuncl ,
,
Jesse Oscarscar ,

'waswas'was alsolso an importantImportant influenceinfluence-
inin his life . He took him under hislhis-

wing
ss-

wingwing and taught him how toto-

fISh
to-

fishfish , hunt and trap in the typicaltypical-

Eskimo
typical-

EskimoEskimo subsistence lifestyle .

Kawagley could hardly lift anan-

oar
an-

oaroar when his Uncle Jesse tooktook-

him
.

him fishing on the KuskokwimKuskokwim-
forfor the very first time .

He fondly recalls that it was hislhis-

duty
ss-

dutyduty to keep the fishfishnetsnets freefree-

of
free-

ofof tangles ., He also remembersremembers-
how

remembers-
howhow he helped the women hanghang-
the

hang-
thethe fish to dry and carried themthem-

into
them-

intointo the smoke-housesmokehouse- ., KawagleyKawagley-

worked
Kawagley-

workedworked hard as a child and hehe-

enjoyed
he-

enjoyedenjoyed the subsistence lifestylelifestyle-

inin the village .

Every Spring and Fall thethe-

family
the-

familyfamily looked forward to thethe-

camp
the-

campcamp . Kawagley remembers howhow-
his

n'\
hisls uncle used to get the boatboat-
and

boat-
andand supplies ready and travel upup-

the
up-

thethe river where he set up thethe-
tents

' *.

tents and stove for the membersmembers-

of
members-

ofof hisls family ., After the campcamp-
was

camp-
waswas ready , he wouldwouldreturnreturn toto-

B
to-

BethelBethelB thel and load the entire familyfamily-

into
family-

intointo the boat for the trip up thethe-

river
the-

riverriver to camp . -

In the spring they went backback-

and
back-

andand forth by boat , but in thethe-

winter , they returned to BethelBethel-
by dogsled after freeze-upfreezeup- .,

Kawagley stayed busy duringduring-

his childhood and benefited.
jij'See'SeeSee' See "OscarOscar" Kawagley " RjgePageF* 19 \
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greatly .,;;, fronfromfron:(,Hhethe"wisthewisthe"wislthe"wisgthe "wisewise
l,
guidancegguidance-

and
idance

.

.
'

#'*'; anda *\ affectionaXfaffect1trii > he4heairr
*

receivedree'etvedreeetved6' .eded!..edIfrom'fromfromIfrom'

-, ''bisbis' his ' GrandmotheGrandmother"; OscarOscar ';;; She'en-She'enSheenShe'en-
couraged

She 'en-'enen'en-

o
'en ¬-

couragedo r g d
'
JilrnTq,him1nt'::yto; 'ss'seelcseek aridlidand educaeduca-educaeduca-

1

d c -=
1IItiotiotiorirandand 'fteno1doftentold' ''')'toldhim;' him "tibnandpften

' .
[

I

,, . .JJ. |,+ . ' .
,
,

;
' ,. "TheThe"The-

whiteAman's"waywhitewhlte.man's'waywhlte.manswaywhltemanswaywhiteAman's"waywhiteAmansway. rnanV'wayrnanVway' '" of lifelite ', is herehere-

to'st
here-

tostaysYouto'stayf-Youto'stayftostayfYouto-stays-Youtostaysto'sttostto'stYou'- -YouYou!-- must prepareprepare youryour-your-

lf
your-

self

¬-

selflf forfoi; it ':."andand'and"' learn toitoto live1ive inin-

theirwQrId
in-

theirtheirtheirvorldtheirwQrId,\vorldvorldworld\ also ."
Kawagley thought abbutaboutab ut hishis-

grandmother's
his-

grandmother'sgrandmother'sgrandmothers' advice quite ofof-of-

ten

¬.-
ten . This was especially truetrue-

after
true-

afterafter the BIA school he waswas-

attending
was-

attendingattending became integratedintegrated-
when

integrated-
whenwhen he reached the fifth grade .

At the time he used to daydreamdaydream-
about

daydream-
aboutabout his future quite often . HetieHe-

decided
tie-

decideddecided that he wanted toto-

become

to-

becomebecome an Army Officer at aa-

very
a-

veryvery young age . He thought veryvery-

positive
very-

positivepositive about achieving thisthis-

goal
this-

goalgoal.. In fact , some of his cousinscousins-

inin Bethel still remember how heliehe-

used

lie-

usedused to sit and draw pictures ofof-

an

of-

anan Army Officer complete withwith-

two
with-

twotwo bars on<m each shoulder .

During his senior year in highhigh-

school
high-

schoolschool , he also became interestinterest-interest-

ed
interest-

ed

¬-

ed in the teaching profession ..
--

superintendant
s-

uperintendant
-

TheThesuperintendantsuperintendant of thethe-

Bethel
the-

BethelBethel School encouraged hishis-

interest

his-

interestinterest and allowed him to dodo-

substitute

do-

substitutesubstitute , teaching for some ofof-

the

of-

thethe lower grades . He also persupersu-persu-

aded
persu-

aded

¬-

aded Kawagley into seeking aa-

higher

a-

higherhigher education .

Going to college was a big stepstep-

in

step-

inin the life of a young EskimoEskimo-

who

Eskimo-

whowho grew up in the Bush . LeavLeav-Leav-

ing

Leav-

ing

¬-

ing the familiar way ofofHfelife in thethe-

vilIage

the-

villagevillagevilIage was not easy for KawagKawag-Kawag-

ley

Kawag-

Icy

¬-

leyIcy . His first year at the UniverUniver-Univer-

sity

Univer-

sity

¬-

sity of Alaska in Fairbanks waswas-

difficult

was-

difficultdifficult . He went through a veryvery-

critical

very-

criticalcritical period ofofadjustmcnofadjustmentadjustmentadjustmcnI.. HeHe-

was

He-

waswas often homesickhon'esickhonesick' and hehe-

missed

he-

missedmissed his relatives and friends .

He also missed fishing andand-

hunting

and-

huntinghunting , and ofofcoursecourse , the famfam-fam-

iliar

¬.-

iliar Eskimo food he was used toto-

eating

to-

eatingeating in the village .

Staying in school was not1I0t easyeasy-

for
easy-

forfor an Eskimo 21 years ago inin-

Alaska

in-

AlaskaAlaska ., Kawagley had to overover-over-

come
over-

come

¬-

come many obstacles and somesome-some-

times
some-

times

¬-

times found it difficultdiffcultdiff cult workingworking-

his

working-

hishis way through school.. But KaKa-KaKa-

wagley
Ka-

wagley

¬-

wagley was determined toto-

complete

to-

completecomplete his college educateducatieducat'r1-educat'r1educatr1educat'r1-
and

', .ii.-'
and in 1958J 958 , helie became t[te.rterte.r-

sixth
&(.

sixth Eskimo to graduate fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe University of AlaskaAlaskacAlaskacin*
in FairFair-Fair-

banks

¬.-

banks with a degree in EducaEduca-Educa-

tion
Educa-

tion

¬-

tion .

In 1958 , he also achieved aa-

major

a-

majormajor goalgoalandandandatat the same time ,

realizedrealizedoneone of his childhoodchildhood-

dreams

childhood-

dreamsdreams when he became the firstfirst-

Eskimo

first-

EskimoEskimo to become a commiscommis-commis-

sioned

commis-

sioned

¬-

sioned .officerofficer. in the UnitedUnited-

States

United-

StatesStates Army . Kawagley stood atat-

attention
at-

attentionattention proudly as he receivedreceived-

his

received-

hishis second lieutenant'oeutenantoeutenantIteutenant' bars , thethe-

same

the-

samesame bars he used to draw uponupon-

paper

upon-

paperpaper when he was a young boyboy-

growing

boy-

growinggrowing up in Bethel..

The young Collegeollege graduate waswas-

e

was-

eagereagereeagerger to get ahead in the world .

He spentp.entpent. nine years teaching inin-

high

in-

highhighhigh'schoolsschools'schools' in various schoolschool-

districts

school-

districtsdistricts in Alaska . During thatthat-

time

that-

timetime he alsoal o attainedatt ined his master'smastersmaster's-

degree

master's-

degree

'

degree in education anda d becamebecame-

interested

became-

interestedinterested in/inOJinbusinessInbusiness;/,/ businessbusinessbusinessmanagemanagemanage-manage-

ment

manage-

ment

¬-

ment and the activities
,
of thethe-

Alaska

the-

Alaska
, Alaska Native'Native

*.' CorporationsCorporations-

formed_ formed ,. inin 19711972-19721971-

Kawagley

1972-

Kawagley

-.

Kawagley'Kawagley.' left the teachingteacteaching-

profession

inging-

pfprofessionpf fessl n to.., becomecome the execuexecu-execu-

tive

execu-

tivedirector

¬-

.
tivetivedirector

,
directordir ctor ofoff YupiktakBista

,
YiipiktakYupiktak

.,
Bista ,.

1'thethe>'.- the
t- hethe BethelB .thel basedbasednonprofitnon-profitnonprofitnonprofitvil

.
- ' vilviJvil-vil¬.-

; ,
,
,":<; .

'
, ' .

. , . " '. .

" 1

' ; " '

.

, ." ' ,11/-,1111,11't, /
"

';-' ' : .' '
, .

,

" :
"' ' '" 'tt

, lagelaglagercorporation'lieenjoyedbeings); , corporationcorporationHeCOcorporation'lie-enjoyedcorporation'liecorporationlieenjoyed! ooi\ii\ b;.', -HeHe-', >, ,.
,;enjoyed'enjoyed'-

, beingjnbeing/beingbeings//.'; jniii
'". 'bubu'

businesssiness ; 'managementmanagement
"-

management
m- anagement',"
management

'
"..

andand .becamebecame.,bcam; keenly !: interestediii'terestediiiterestedlAterested' jni1in1-
the

in-

the"activities
,
thethethe"activitiestheactivitiesthe"activitiesof'" activitiesiiViiies ' of thethe CaHstacCalistarista Cor-CorCor-

poration
CorCoiCoi-

poration
-: "'

poration . ,

'

,porationI ">,He-II- '"'
often recalls 'hishis'\ hishis '-

early
e-

arly
'-

early
e-

arly'

early lifelife-

in
life-

inin the village 'indindand'and "sayssays"')" ays "ForFor"Forme" me ,

Calista Corporation representsrepresents-
aa brighterbtiblighterter and prosperous futurefuture-
for

future-
forfor the many\manymanyAlaskamany \' Alaska EskimosEskimos-

living
Eskimos-

livingliving in the Calista Region . II-

understand
I-

understandunderstand the concerns andand-

problems
and-

problemsproblems of the people living inin-

this
in-

thisthis region . "
Kawagley went

'-

on
o- n'- on
o- n'- on
o- n' to becomebecome-

president
become-

presidentpresident of ESCA-TechESCATech- CorporCorpor-Corpor-

ation
Corpor-

ation
¬-

ation , a Calista subsidiary . HeHe-

served
He-

servedserved jnin this position for a shortshort-
time

short-
timetime untilntil he was appointed thethe-

acting
the-

actingacting president of Calista CorCor-Cor-

poration
Cor-

poration
¬-

poration in late 1977 . At thisthis-
particular

this-
particularparticular time the Calista CorCor-Cor-

poration
Cor-

poration
¬-

poration was experiencing itsits-

share
its-

shareshare of financial difficulties andand-

work
and-

workworkworkwaswas stopped on the $4040$40-

million
$40-

million
$

million dollar hotel in downdown-down-
town

¬.-

town Anchorage .

After the Calista BoardBoardofof DiDi-DiDi-

rectors
Di-

rectors
¬-

rectors elected him president in

), becemheOofj 'bb
'

:pf.ipfi. 11977?, 1he,
;;" "

,hefeli; : eK'
, aa-

M1strong

(

M1strong;
,
strong5trong ' fiduciary responsibilityresponsibility, toto "

:the "pepe" peoplept jUvi3l1vingg :;'intheS6intheS6
'

in .the$6'vil.the6vilthe6vil;. ;,$ 'vilvil' ;,
lages ;r(,,

1:';! ;t:1Yt1Y: Rcomprising
,

ppi.Sirigi.SirigiSirig
.

,: ,+
;:11: theAtheA-

'Calista
.11..-

1CalistaCalista'Calista
,' ' Regloni-RegloniReg10nReg1arnRegloniHe''.HeHe-. HeHe has provenproven toto '

,

bebelili*< ahann"ho'nnhon"°" hohonest1'nestst , conscientiousns1enti s andanfln ,
,
'
.

':..determineddetermined.
de'te.mirldete.mirldetemirldeterminedleader'ofdeterminedleaderof' . d ,! leaderl ad ititf-

:'bff. theitate'stheitatesthe"stthesttheistaie'srtheistaiesr(" ie'sies' ,",

'secondsecondts' c n , largestlarge
largest'wslargestws

' Dativellatiye
at

,
v , Corpora-1Corpora1C rprpr<?r =-'*

tion/UndettionUndettlOntion /. ' Under :; hiVleadershiphi'eadershi'phieadershiphis' ' leadership' , ; '
thethe-

Corporation
the-

CorporationCorporation strengthenedstrengtl ned its
'

financialfinancialfinancil positionp'ositiol\p'ositiolpositiolpositionp'ositioland
'

\' and resumedresresumed-

work
medmed-

workworkwork on the
'-

construction
c-

onstruction'
construction of thethe-

S

the-

SheratonSheratonS1erat n AnchorageAnchorag ' Hotel., '.

Calista'sCalistasCatista.sCatistas'. chiefchiehxecutivechief'executivechiefexecutive"executiveexecutive"' officerofficer-

recently
officer-

recentlyrecently stated , "WeWe" have benebene-bene-

fited
bene-

fited

¬-

fited from the mistakes of thethe-

past
the-

pastpast and wewe have learned fromfrom-

them
from-

them
.

them . Our present managementmanagement-
teamteam is composed of educatededucated-
and

educated-
andand professional business menmen-

who
men-

whowho are making every effort toto-

build
to-

buildbuild a strong foundation for thethe-

Calista
the-

CalistaCalista Corporation ," said KaKa-KaKa-

wagley

Ka-

wagley

¬-

wagley .

Kawagley has a genuine interestinterest-

and
interest-

andand concern for the EskimoEskimo-

people
Eskimo-

peoplepeople living in remote villagesvillages-

inin southwestern Alaska .. For thisthis-

reason
this-

reasonreason , he endeavors to makemake-

wise

make-

wisewise financial decisions so thatthat-

all

that-

allall shareholders of the CalistaCalista-

Region
Calista-

RegionRegion will eventuall reap futurefuture-

financiat
future-

financialfinancialfinanciatfinanciatrewardsfinancialrewardsrewards and a betterbetter-

way
better-

wayway of life for many generationsgenerations-
toto come ."

.

:

,.
\* 'Ndl'
Needless-NeedlessNeedlessY-\ dl " ;t *';;'":sayt! Ka ag ' '

.

ov\-

\'N\
'- NNh\;, Needjess ,Y to aay; :. KawagleyXKawagley'sKawagleys,

:
1 grandmothergrgrandmotheiLveryndmother,1sndmother1sndmother,1svery

,

, is very proud
. .

I of hishis-
v

his-

r:v'" ' mWiytmamanyr d "t!ccornpIisKrneritsaccomplishments
t

ori1plixahn nts 'T! iniltHlieIhethe t:t-

ffietd'foXffietd'foXffietdfoXVfieldr'afVfieldrafI field I'' f., educationeducatlon'farideducatlonfaridducatt ra"'?[artdnd Vin,, in" thttithgthg-

business
?

'-

b'i
b- i'

business' siness worldwoworld, ld ., .' HeHHeHevisitsvisitsvisits ,. heiheherher-

t

her-

olten
;

.

t(/'-

often
o-

ften'oltenrt n 'inin' 1nin ananAnchorage"AnchorageAnchorage-Anchorage"'- Nursing
'

Home where
,
she

' still offers himhim-

the
him-

tlll"same
him-

thethetlll"sametlllsamethe""

"samesame"same wordswordswords'ofwordsof'ofof' of wisdom hehe-

'heard

he-

'heard
he-

'heard'heardheard'heardheard' ' so often as
,
a 'childchild' . Ka-KaKa-

wagley

Ka-

wagley
Ka-

wagley

-
' '. wagleywagleyestin1ateswagleyestimatesestimatesestin1atesestimates herherherageage at ', 117117-

yearsold
117-

years.old

117-

yearsoldyears-oldyearsoldyears.oldyearsold-. . 'HeHe'Hesaid'

-saidsaid-, ,. "MyMy" grand-grandgrand-

mother
grand-

mother

-. ,

mother vividly remembers thethe-

day
the-

day
the-

dayday the
'

Moravian MissionariesMissionaries-

arrived
Missionaries-

arrived
Missionaries-

arrivedarrived in Bethel.. They arrived in
1875 .." Kawagley pointed outout-

that
out-

that
out-

thatthat his grandmother was ayoungayoung-

girl

ayoung-

girl

ayoung-

girlgirl at the time .

During a recent visit with hishis-

Grandmother
his-

GrandmotherGrandmother Oscar ,. she remindremind-remind-

ed
remind-

ed
¬-

ed Kawagley that he must notnot-
forget

not-
forgetforget the traditional EskimoEskimo-

way
Eskimo-

wayway of life . She wardedwarped him notnot-

to
not-

toto waste any fish oYdrr wild game .

She also told him not to be tootoo-

strict
too-

strictstrict with his four children andand-

to
and-

toto take care of them to the bestbest-

of
best-

ofof his ability .

And , like many times in hishis-

youth
his-

youthyouth , she told him , "RememRemem"Remem-"Remem-

ber
"Remem-

ber

" ¬-

ber Oscar , you must always trytry-

to
try-

toto help other people wheneverwhenever-
you

whenever-
youyou can ."

Kawagley is striving to do justjust-

that
just-

thatthat.. He is genuinely concernedconcemconcerned-

with
dd-

withwith the needs of the people

.iiviiivi.Jivinglivingg inin theJElusijthethe
'-

Bush
B-

ush' a'u'stiausti'' antTjfiteandgheid 'iiii' 'fscon-i1fsconi1fsconi1-

stanttyj

is(s it- ' ;

: :

\con-'shareholdersCalistacon'shareholdersCalistashareholdersCalistaiscon'shareholdersCalista-. ta tJtJiryiry " ne p hishi "felfel'fellowfellow'
. ,\stanttyjstanttyj

,
tJjj tryingg.JgJg.Jne,.to help " o

,

1,111'.'"
i'ri, sharehblders'e old si:,nfthehe ;:" CalistaC sta ; ReyiReyi-

giori
RRiRey

,i:'
,

"ff"y,,, '"
,

giorigionglOnlglOnlAs, AS presidentpresident ofQf thethe.CalistatheCalista., Calista"1Calista1Calista"-
1Corporation

alista " '

Corporation,Corp 'rationration' he 1s'isis'is'interesfedisinteresfed' interesiedliinterested ]'inin' in" .:-' , -

their '
welfare ' nownQw ,. and

.
roiroi'mar'forfor'

for
'
'marmarmanymany-

years

'manymany-
years

'
years to comecomcome in the... future . '. ',

,"

Calista Corporation sawsa\sasathe\!, thethererere-rere-

alization
re-

alization
¬-

alization of one of itsitsCitsitsCmajor' majormajor-

projects
major-

projectsprojects thisthb fullfuU whenwhenIwhenth'thetheI' ththe! ' 16-1616-

story
J16-

story
6-66-

story
-

story , Sheraton Anchorage .OnOn.,
On-

C

On-

CalistaCajistaCalistaC ista Square opened . KawagleyKawagley-

stated
Kawagley-

statedstated , "TheThe" hotel ,. decorated inin-

an
in-

anan authentic Alaskan Native momo-mo-

tif
¬.-

tif , displays the rich art andand-

culture
and-

cultureculture of the Alaskan Natives .

It is also an investment in thethe-

future
the-

futurefuture for the 13,26413264, shareholsharehol-sharehol-

ders
sharehol-

ders

¬-

ders of the Calista Region .."
Kawagley has certainly achievachiev-achiev-

ed

achiev-

ed

¬-

ed many goals in his 44 years .

The transition from village lifelife-

to
life-

toto hispresent professional lifelife-lifelife-

style
life-

style
¬-

style was not easy . It was aalongalong-
hard

longlong-

hardhard road from Bethel to thethe-

Calista
the-

CalistaCalista President'sPresidents'' office inin-

Anchorage
in-

AnchorageAnchorage .


