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EldersEldrs identify wild plantsplants.ndplantsndand. discuss theirthei, uteageuseage ..
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A batch of Indian ice cream .

ELDERSEF )MS GA11IERGATM IN FAIRBANKSFAMANKSFAMANKShe-

ritageheritage-

By

heritageheritage-

ByBy Luci Abeita

Native elders who areare-

living
are-

livingliving in Fairbanks gatheredgathered-
together. together at a local churchchurch-
and

church-
andandandrememberedremembered the past..

Emphasizing the import-

ance
importimport-import-

ance
¬-

ance ofofrecordingrecording what thethe-

older
the-

olderolder people know ., guest-

speaker
guestguest-

speakerspeaker Morris ThompsonThompson-

said
Thompson-

saidsaid , "YouYou" are the historyhistory-

ofof our Native people ; thethe-

story
the-

storystory you have to tellteU is imim-imim-

portant
im-

portant
¬-

portant , so write it down . "
"OurOur" history wasn'twasntwasn't-

passed
wasn't-

passed
'

passed down in school andand-

the
and-

thethe younger people are mismis-mis-

sing
mis-

sing
¬-

sing something . "
. Thompsonlbompson told the elders ,

"YouYou" truly are the hope ofof-

the
of-

thethe Athabascans , Eskimos ,

Tlingits , Tsimshian and Hai-HaiHal-HalHai-

das
Hai-

das
Hal-

das
-

das . "
The elders discussed-

traditional
discusseddiscussed-

traditionaltraditional names and usageusage-

of
usage-

ofof plants , taboos , and hunthunt-hunt-

ing
hunt-

ing

¬-

ing and fishing practices .

OneDna Athabascan groupgroup-

discussed
group-

discusseddiscussed the practice ofof-

giving

of-

givinggiving your first kill to anan-

older
an-

olderolder person and having aa-

potlach
a-

potlachpotlach . Good hunting wouldwould-

come
would-

comecome to you if you did this ..
" Some old-timeoldtime- taboostaboos-

were
taboos-

were Iwere :

0. Young women werewere-

not
were-

notnot supposed to eat bearbear-

meat
bear-

meatmeat so that when they

children , the children wouldwould-

not
would-

notnot die young . Only old menmen-

could
men-

couldcould use a bear skin .

0. Women were not alal-alal-

lowed
al-

lowed
¬-

lowed to look at cariboucaribou-
when

caribou-
whenwhen men were hunting .

0. Women could not put-

on
putput-

onon or step on men'smens' clothes .

0. Women were not supsup-su ¬-

posed to eate lynx , moosemoooose

:

'

'

I

lhaheadmad ,. freshfreshmeattrem meatmeat,,, rabbit brainsbrains-

ororr , marrowmarr9wm rrqw , or ., walk ,.
aroundroundiroundround-

twhlletwhllewhile menmen
_ werewere eatingeiitin8eatini .

&Atu's"dt6b6'Consfderedgadi!
'-

It
I- tAtu's"dt6b6'ConsfderedAtusdt6b6Consfdered' Itusused' "d tot beb '

consideredonslderedonsldered-
'badbad'badgad luckluck-

eto'to see ., a11alynx' lynx;:; swim
',acrossacrosstheross thelhe-the- riverrivei or to see .

flying squirrelssquirreli :. A crying foxfox-

f'was
fox-

w'agWasf'wasfwas
'

w'agwag
,

*

'aa'a warningivarning to the vilvit¬.
lage18geliage'

. Owls wouldwouldspeakwouldspqakspeakspqak inin-

Native
In-

NativeNative languages toto telltell-

people
tell-

peoplepeople if someone killed theirtheir-

wife
their-

wifewife ,.

IIi LauraLaura: Alfred explained-
how

explainedexplained-
howhow long ago moose werewere-

driven
were-

drivendriven into snares set a cercer-cer-

tain
cer-

tain
¬--

tain distance apart.. The

'wo"mwom'women" biibii'wouldi would'would'w uld watch thethe-
snares

the-

snares
,
snaressnares whileyvpe the men drovedrove-
thimoose.,:theththimoose'nnosomooseoso ,. I,I-

WhenWhen the salmon wordwerewerdwerel-
'UJlIlin8

werd-
runningrunningl'UJlIlin8lUJlIlin8' ,. men in six canoescanoes-
with

canoes-
withwith a log set across thethe-
canoes

the-
canoes'wouldcanoescanoescanoeswouldcanoes'would' would catch the fishfish-
with

fish-
withwith a8adipnetdipnet'dipnet'

, then pass itIt-

to
it-

toto the next person who wouldwould-

hit
would-

hithit it with an awl in thethe-

brain
the-

brainbrain . IfIt fishermen werewere-
successful

were-
successfulsuccessful , they were quiet..

A potlachpoUach heldheldatat the-
end

thethe-
endend. of the conference featuredfeatured-

various
featured-

variousvarious Indian and EskimoEskimo-
delicacies

Eskimo-
delicaciesdelicacies .. .- - -

A few of thethe-thetheldetheWers
-
eldersldeJ"Jmademademade-

Indian
made-

IndianIndian ice cream . While thethe-

lard
the-

lardlard was melting , the dry-

meat
dry ,

meat was pounded on a rockrock-

into
rock-

intointo finefme pieces'pieces'
. The twotwo-

ingredients
two-

ingredientsingredients were mixed toto-toto-
gether

to-

gether
-¬-

gether until the right concon-con-

sistency
con-

sistency
¬-

sistency was reached ..

'

A potlach heldhold atat- 'theat- theat't- heendthethe-

endend of the conference featuredfeatured-

various
featured-

variousvarious Indian and EskimoEskimo-

delicacies
Eskimo-

delicaciesdelicacies . It was a fittingfitting-

way
fitting-

wayway to end one of the firstfirst-

Elders
first-

EldersElders Conferences in FairFair-Fair-

banks
Fair-

banks
¬-

banks .- - - - --.


