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POTLATCH
Potlatches arearareareveryvery im-imim-

ortant
im-

portant
-

portantortant to the Native people ,.

fheseThese ceremonies vary fromfrom-
lIillage to village .

It takes one to two yearsyears-
to

years-
toto get prepared for a pot-potpot-

latch
pot-

latch
pot-

latch
-

latch . When one of your relarela-rela-
tives

rela-
tives

¬-
tives dies and you get help

from someone , you at thethe-

time
the-

timetime of a potlatch pay backback-
whoever

back-
whoeverwhoever gave you help . ThisThis-
you

This-
youyou do by giving somethingsomething-
you

something-
youyou made , either a pair ofof-

moccasins
of-

moccasinsmoccasins , mittens , or boots .
.

The one who gets the mostmost-
is

most-
isis the person who cleaned andand-

o
and-

dressed
o<)dressed the dead person . HeHe-

or
He-

oror she is given a completecomplete-
setset of clothes , from thetho underunder-under-
clothes

under-
clothes

¬-

clothes to the fur clothing .

The potlatch lasts forfor-

three
for-

threethree or four days . EachEacheveneveneven-even-
ing

even-
ing

¬-

ing there is singing andandwashwash-washwash-
tub

wash-
tub

wash-
tub

-

tub dancing . HBreHEre all thethe-

new
the-

newnew songs are sung that werewere-
made

were-
mademade for the people that thethe-
potlatch

the-
potlatchpotlatch is being given for .

All the songs that have beenbeen-
sung

been-
sungsung for years and eyars areare-
once

are-
onceonce again sung , andandeacheacheach-
night

, .

night there is a little pot-potpot-
latch

pot-
latch

pot-
latch

-

latch .

The women in preparingpreparing-
forfor the potlatch do a lot ofof-

work
of-

workwork . First , they have to tantan-
moose

tan-
moosemoose hides , beaver hides ,.

wolf , wolverine , otter , lynx ,.

mink ,. and marten ,. as theythey-
will

they-
willwill have need for all these .

They make boots ,. parkas ,

mittens ,. caps , moccasins , andand-
slippers

and-
slippersslippers , plus buying blankets ,

scarves , and a lot of calicocalico-
material

calico-
materialmaterial . .,

The last night of the pot-potpot-
latch

pot-
latch

pot-
latch

-

latch is the big one . TheThe-
main

The-
mainmain person WhoYI\loYIlo\4o is givinggiving-
thethe potlatch comescocombss first withwith-
aa wolfwolforor wolverine skinskin-
tied

skin-
tiedtied to a bolt of calico . AsAs-

the
As-

thethe mauimain person is undoingundoing-
the

undoing-
thethe calico , all the women getget-
hold

get-
boldholdbold of thethematerialmaterialmaterialandandandmakemakemake-
aa circle all around the hall .

They start singing and dancdanc-danc-
ing

danc-
ing

¬-
ing . Then all the gifts areare-
distributed

are-
distributeddistributed.. Just about everyevery-every-
one

every-
one

¬-
one in the village gets a gift ,

plus the visitors that areare-
there

are-
therethere from the other villages .

About thethefirst'firstfirst-first'- partpartpartofofofqq..
V.

NovemberVNovemberthe men folk go outout-

hunting
out-

huntinghunting for bear . These thethe-
men

the-
menmen get hiin the dens wherewhere-
they

where-
theythey are pretty dangerous toto-

kill
to-

killkill . The hunters killkill aboutabout-
twenty

about-
twentytwenty bears each fall . TheyThey-
also

They-
alsoalso go out forrfor ,. moose andand-
caribou

and-
cariboucaribou . All th'esethesetJ' se are putput-
away

put-
awayaway for

,
theth potlatchpotlatchasas wellwell-

as
well-

asas the _.nicenice.tiicetiice.JceceIlliiIllii'

,
'drieddried' d fish"fish

"

stripsstrips-
put

strips-
putput away during thethi; summersummer-
and

summer-
andand the berries ', andand drieddried-
m

dried-
meatmeatm at.. All thisthsths foodfood'isfoodisfood'issavedfoodissavedfood'issaved-
for

'
is

>

:! savedsaved-
forfor the last night ' ofoftheof.the*';,. the bigbig-

potlatch
.

"- '. '"-"*"potlatchpoUatch . .,
'


