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BETHEL
Write-

rBETHELNo
Write-

rBETHELNoBETHELBETHEL-NoBETHELNo-No formalformalassessmentassessment ofofthethe fiouseHouse InteriorInterior-
Committee's

Interior-
Committee'sCommittee'sCommittees' landlandclaimsclaims billbillcamebillcarnecamecarne from the meetingmeetingofofof-
the

of-
thethe Alaska Federation of NativesNative BoardBord this week butbut-
good

but-
goodgood groundworkgroundworkwaswas laid .

"ThereThere" is quite a bit ofofconcernconcern on landlandreservereserve areas
and a lot of technical stuff that ,

even after analysis , we feel wewe-
have

we-
havehave to do some work on .,, ItIt-

will
It-

willwill probably take about twotwo-
weeks

two-
weeksweeks ," explained Don Wright ,

president of the organization .,
The Bethel meeting was dede-dede-

voted

¬.-

voted mainly to explanation andand-
analysis

and-
analysisanalysis of the new legislationlegislation-
which

legislation-
whichwhich was released by the HouseHouse-
House

House-
HouseHouse Affairs Subcommittee1SubcommitteeSubcommitteeISubcommittee-
last

I

last week after a long Tightfight..

The new legislation was readread-
in

read-
inin full and , through an interinter-inter-
preter

inter-
preter

¬-

preter , comparisons were mademade-
with

made-
withwith the original bill submittedsubmitted-
by

submitted-
byby AFN .

Also on the agenda was aa-

report
a-

reportreport by the Arctic Slope NaNa-NaNa-

tive

¬.-

tive Assn . which is ' consideringconsidering-
additional

considering-
additionaladditional protection of theirtheir-
land

their-
landland by incorporation under thethe-
Indian

the-
IndianIndian Reorganization Act toto-
become

to-
becomebecome a quasi-autonomousquasiautonomous- nana-nana-

tion

¬.-

tion under the federalfed ral govern-governgovern-
ment

govern-
ment

-

ment .

Scores of Kuskokwim villavilla-villa-
gers

¬.-

gers crowed to attend the meetmeet-meet-
ing

meet-
ing

¬-

ing held in the VFW Hall whichwhich-
was

which-
waswas , ironically , decorated withwith-
palmy

with-
palmypalmy scenes from a tropicaltropical-
juhgle

tropical-
junglejuhglejungle .

Through attorney Ken BassBass-
and

Bass-
andand interpreter Phillip Guy theythey-
learned

they-
learnedlearned the new bill would givegive-

them
give-

themthem a total of $480480$ millionmillion-
inin cash assets which would equalequal-
approximat

equal-
approximatelyapproximatelyapproximat ly $8,0008000S8,000S8000$ , per NaNa-Na-

tive
¬.-

tive based((based On an estimated )
60,00060000, Natives . )

It was not money but landland-
and

land-
andand loopholes that interestedinterested-
them

interested-
themthem however .

"BarrowBarrow" is entitled to atat-
least

at-
leastleast seven townships but bebe-bebe-
cause

¬.-
cause of the bill'sbills'' construction ,

only four townships dancan be selsel-selsel-
ected

¬.-

ected because of the petroleumpetroleum-
r

petroleum-
reservereserverreserveserve ," Bass said . "AboutAbout"About-
I

"

10I 0 villages in the ClarenceClarence-
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Rhodes Wildlife Refuge have thisthis-
problem

this-
problemproblem and there'stheres' nonoo proviprovi-provi-
sion

¬.-
sion for in lieu land .

"NoNo"" village will be requiredrequired-
toto moveJDove . That'sThats' somethingsomethi g wewe-
were

we-
wetewerewerewete unable to get in the AdminAdmin-Admin-
istration

¬.-
istration bill , and its an imporimpor-impor-
tant

¬.-
tant concessionC9ncession ," he added .

loopholesBuiBut there are technical loop-loop--
holes that must be ironed out .

enoughland"PointPoint" Hope can'tcant' get enough
land for(or the three townshipstownships-
toto which it'sits' entitled becausebecause-
it's

because-
it'sit'sits' on a spit.. That'sThats' , a. technicaltechnical-
oversignt

technical-
oversight_
oversightoversigntoversight in the biU.JbiUJbill.JbillJbill.IbillI. .. . ' don'tdontdon't-
think

don't-
think

'
think itit was done on purposeturposepurpose
I1 think it can be corrected .

"HooperHooper" Bay can get onlyonly-
two

only-
twotwo townships because of itsits-
location

its-
locationlocation . But maybe they couldcould-
go

could-
gogo intointoi i the wildlife reserve , oror-
along

or-
alonalongalon theththe coast ..""

TheThe question was raised ofof-
Chev'ak

of-
ChevakChevakChev'ak' which is blanketedblanlceted byby-
federal

by-
federalfederal lands .

""ChevakChevak"ChevaJcChevaJc will select and getget-
five

get-
fivefive townshipsto ps but only surfacesurface-
title

surface-
titletitle underununderer the present condicondi-condi-
tions

¬.-
tions of the bUlbill ," Bass saidwd .

But he held out hope that therethere-
might

there-
mightmight yet be a chance for minemine-mine-
ral

¬.-
ralraI rights . II-

MNunivak"NunivakNunivakMNunivak" ,
, Island is in almostalmost-

the
almost-

thethe samelsame ! position as ChevakChevak-
under

Chevak-
underunder threetlufethrre federal land titles .

They areue entitled to 'fivefive'' towntown-town-
ships

¬.-
ships but becausebecause'ofbecauseof'of the locationlocation-
they

location-
theythey can getget only four with nono-
mineml

no-
mineralmineralmineml rightsts. IndividualIndividuJ, NaNa-NaNa-
tives

¬.-
tivesMekoryukthenot living in Mekoryuk
( the main village on the island )

Theywillcan get titletitltitletitletoto 160 acres . TheyThey-
willwill have full rights . That may
bemaybean oversiteovefte but we'rewere' notnot-
going

not-
goinggoing to mention itit.."

KuskokwimKuskokwirn villagersvillagen worriedwomedwomed-
that

worried-
thatthat they wouldwwQulduld only be allowedaUdwedaUdwed-
subsistance

allowed-
subsistancesubsistencesubsistance huntinghooting and fishingf1shingf1shing-
on

fishing-
onon townsitestownsite3t wnsites but Bass said .""
If they cantcan i hunt and fishfJ.ShfJSh. lawlaw-law-
fully

¬.-

fully now (on game preserves)
they can continue to do . so."

For additional protectionprotectionofofof-
all

of-
allall Native land rights , forma-formafonnaforma-
'tion

forma-
tion

-.

'tiontion' of regional corporationsorporationsorporations-
under

corporations-
underunder the IRA was suggested byby-
Charlie

by-
CharlieCharlie Edwardson , executiveexecutive-
director

executive-
directordirector of the Arctic Slope NaNa-Na-
tive

¬.-
tive Assn .

There had1hadhadI I been some quesques--¬-

tionquestionas to whether",hether a regionregion-
would

region-
wouldwould be allowed to formfoon suchsuch-
apermissionhasa corporationeorporation

|'
but permissionpemssionssionh-

ashas just come through'through tot do so,
jie.hehe. reported . iTheiTheArcticlIhe; -ArcticArctic.Arctic-. Slopestopestope-
will

Slope-
willwill vote onon it Aug'Aug'AugAug!'' . 26 , and EdEd-EdEd-
wardson'predietsthere

¬.-

wardsonwardson'predietstherewardsonpredietsthere"pp"' '-predicts
p-

redicts' edi ts .therethere.,
the e is good

chance of passage.
"ThereThere"" are substantial benebene-bene-

fits
¬.-

fits under federal authorityau tority . AA-
state

A-
statestate chartered corporation cancan-
be

can-
bebe altered by the State LegislaLegisla-Legisla-
ture

¬.-
ture ,. depending on the feelingsfeelings-
ofof a state which I think is veryvery-
hostile

very-
hostilehostile to Native inhabitants .

"""BeingBeing" a regular governmentgovemnientgovemnient-
entity

government-
entityentity under federal law , to thethe-
Arctic

the-
ArcticArctic Slope NativesNativeslooks, looks moremore-
beautiful

more-
beautifulbeautiful than eventually beingbeing-
left

being-
leftleft in the year 2,0002000, when theythey-
take

they-
taketake your fee title away ."

The IRA corporation wouldwould-
be

would-
bebe eligible foffotfor funds at the costcost-
of

cost-
ofof other tax payers *., he pointedpointed-
out

pointed-
outout . It would also avoid the
40-604060-- per cent corporate tax ofof-
the

of-
thethe state . .

"IfIf" the whitemanwhit man enables meme-
three

me-
threethree choices I am going toto-
chose

to-
chosechose all three of them . FmI'mIm' notnot-
going

not-
goinggoing to bind my people toto-
makfng

to-
makingmakingmakfng one bad decision, . FmI'mImfm-
going

I'm-
going

'
going to bind them for all threethree-
ofthemf

three-
ofofofthemfthem !
ofthemf"I

"II" just want to keep youyou-
posted

you-
postedposted and I don'tdont' want to shoveshove-
it

shove-
itit down your throat,," he concon-con-
cluded

¬.-
cludedcludedwithwith a grin.. But bothboth-
Wright

both-
WrightWright and Harry Carter , execuexecu-execu-
tive

¬.-
tive director ofofAFN,AFN , said Ed-EdEd-
wardso'n's

-.
wardso'n'swardsonswardsdn'swardsdnswards'n'sns' logic is sound and thethe-
plan

the-
planplanplanwouldwould be considered asas-
protection

as-
protectionprotection for other regions ofof-
the

of-
thethe state .

Wright added that Bethel waswas-
a

was-
aa good location for the claimsclaims-
meeting

claims-
meetingmeeting .

.

"BethelBethel" is one of the mostmost-
difficult

most-
difficultdifficult areas because of thethe-
linguistic

the-
linguisticlinguistic barrier . We had peoplepeople-
come

people-
comecomevillagesthatin from many villagesvillages-
thatthat were"ereere" notnot'erynotveryVery\'ery'eryery\' familiar withwith-
what

with-
whatwhat had happened (the landland-
claims

land-
claimsclaims legislation )., Now theythey-
want

they-
wantwant to go back and talk toto-
their

to-
theirtheir villages.:""'

He admittedaJmitted( there had beenbeen-
opposition

been-
oppositionopposition to his policy of holhol-hol-
ding

¬.-
ding meetings in ruralruratruratarearuralareasareasarea!.

"ButBut" after this meeting therethere-
was

there-
waswas agreementagreem'ent

' with it, afterafter-
seeing

after-
seeingseeing the interest and the exex-exex-
pense

¬.-
pense individuals wentwentto-toto.to-. toto-
come

to-
comecome from the villages to meetmeet-
with

meet-
withwith us ,:""'

He said the TUngit-HaidasTUngitHaidasTIingit-HaidasTIingitTlingit-HaidasTlingitTIingitHaidas-
had

TlingitHaidas-
had

-

had just guaranteed a loan toto-
carry

to-
carrycarry AFN through a year'syears' operoper-oper-
ation

¬.-
ation and thattbt travel money forfor-
additional

for-
additionaladditional bushbush, meetings is in ¬.
cluded .

TheTh next site will be Ft. Yukon ,
then Kotzebue , Kodiak and Sit-SitSit-
ka

Sit-
ka

-.
kalea. '


