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THE KIDS LIKE IT-EverythingITEverything1T-Everything1T1T-E1TE- erything fromfront the library to thethe-
showers

the-
showersshowers . And there are recreational programs too for all ageage-
groups

age-
groupsgroups . The facility was built at the cost of $6118,7046118704$618.704618.704618704$618,704$ ,. . WithWith-
funding

With-
fundingfunding from government , church and local agencies . G**
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TOM TRULL,, Army worker for the Episcopal Church at Ft .

Yukon stands grinning in front of his dream come true.atrueatriJe.atriJeatriJe.a-
super

true . . .aa..-
asupersuper ,. deluxe Community Center . He'sHes' been working on thethe-
project

the-
projectproject several years and , with the backing of the town ,. itit-
became

it-
becamebecame a reality irrin July .

Ftt YukonY.ikonY-.ikon.ikon-. Enjoys NicestNicest,, BiggesttCoCommunitynmpnity Center, in Alaska
By LAEL MORGANMORGAN-

Staff., StaffWriterStaffWriter-
FORT

Staff Writer
,,' FORT YUKONYUKON-TheYUKONThe-The biggestbiggeS4biggeS4-

nicest
,

nicest , newest community cencen-cen-
ter

cen-
ter

¬-

ter in Alaska is located idIirl FtFt..
Yukon , population 700 . The
$618,704618704$618,104618104$ , facility is the resultresult-
'of

result-
of'ofof-of'- of fiyefive years of hard planningplanning-
and

planning-
andand perseveranceperseveranceU1dtiftnd\U1dU1dend,\ villagersvillagers-
think,

i, think it was well worth thethe-
w

the-
workworkw rk.

The idea originated with Capt...

Tom Tull , army worker for thethe-
Episcopal

the-
EpiscopalEpiscopal Church . He did thethe-
early

the-
earlyearly planning and much of thethe-
footwork

the-
footworkfootwork to10 government agenagen-agen-
cies

¬.-
cies using his vacation time toto-
travel

to-
traveltravel to officesofficesinoffices.mofficesm-inin'in.-' San FrancisFrancis-Francis-
co

¬-

co and Washington .

The community backed himhim-
all

him-
allall the way raising $30,00030000$ , forfor-
equipment

for-
equipmentequipment and offering a $5,0005000$5,000-
contribution

$5,000-
contribution

$ ,

contribution of land . HousingHousing-
and

Housing-
andand Urban Development camecame-
through

came-
throughthrough with a $317,264317264$ , grant .:'

The State of Alaska granted
$203,220203220$ , for the project andand-
the

and-
thethe Episcopal Diocese of AlaskaAlaska-
made

Alaska-
mademade a 10 year , interest freefree-
loan

free-
loanloan of $92,22092220$ , .

The facility has a gymnasium ,

multi-purposemultipurposemulti.purposemultipurpose-. rooms , library ,

kitchen , meeting rooms , officeoffice-
space

office-
spacespace andandmost-mostmost- convenient-convenientconvenient-
public

convenient-
public

convenient-
public

-
public laundromat and showers .

"ItIt" saves us all so much carrycarry-carry-
ing

carry-
ing

¬-

ing of water ," remarked Mrs.

Carolyn Peter program coordinacoordina-coordina-
tor

¬.-

tor . "TheThe"ThTh" kids spent so muchmuch-
time

much-
timetime under water-somewatersome- werewere-
taking

were-
takingtaking three or four showers aa-
daythat

a-
daythatday-thatdaythat- we had to limitlint them .

It'sIts' working out just fine ."
Even more heartening is thethe-

use
the-

useuse made of the centercntercnter by Ft .

Yukon families .
"WeWe" have family day everyevery-

other
every-

otherother Sunday from 3 to 6 p . m .

and you can only come if youyou-
bring

you-
bringbring your family . It'sIts' free forfor-
all

for-
allall and it'sits' really .coolcool... to see thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople playing with their childchild-child-
ren

¬.-
ren .:."' Mrs.rsrs. . Peter said .

The center also offers a proprO-prOprO-
gram

pro-
gram

-¬-

gram for oldsters , baseball andand-
basketball

and-
basketballbasketball competitions , artsarts-
and

arts-
andand crafts .

"ThisThis'This"'' winter the old peoplepeople-
want

people-
wantwant to get their stories downdown-
on

down-
onon tape and we hope to have thethe-
kids

the-
kidskids dramatize the stories . TheThe-
Alaska

The-
AlaskaAlaska State LibraryUbrMy has givengiven-
us

given-
usus a grant for $12,00012000$ , for equipequip-equip-
ment

¬.-

ment and also 2,00020002.000,. volumes .

We'reWere' working to establish anan-
IndWl

an-
IndianIndianIndWl Section .:"'

To show exactly what thethe-
center

the-
centercenter means to the community ,

Mrs . PeterPetjr: got quotes from thethe-
villagers

the-
villagersvillagers who use it .

"II" think it is the best thingthing-
to

thing-
toto ever happen to FtYukon. ;, ,;"'
said Robert Englishoe . "ItIt" is aa-
place

a-
placeplace for the younger people toto-
go

to-
gogo . I think it is good for thethe-
younger

the-
youngeryounger generation becausebecause-

hen
becauser-

cwhen\\henhenrc\ hen , I went to high school therethere-
was

there-
waswas nothing like it ." .

\
Rose Baalam said , "ItIt*<"'ltltIJt' is goodgood-

to
good-

to. to have the community center .

Especially for the kids . It isis-
good

is-
goodgood for the showers and washwash-wash-
ing

¬.-
ing clothes . . . and when wewe-
drink

we-
drinkdrink a long time ."

"II" never thought that a placeplace-
like

place-
likelike that would be in Ft. Yukon .

It is like a dream ," added MinnieMinnie-
Peter

Minnie-
PeterPeter .

"AnAn" excellent meeting place ,
a goodgOQdgopd place to chit-chatchitchat-- withwith-
long

with-
longtimenoseelong-time-no-seelongtimenoseelong -time-Jio-seetimeJiosee- -- friends ," obob-obob-
served

¬.-
served NelsNets PetersenPeterseQ . And NatNat-
Englishoe

Nat-
EnglishoeEnglishoe Jr. concludedconcl tled , "II" seesee-

clean
see-

cleanclean Indians all the time now ."


