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GeprgiannaGeorgianna Lincbin;incblm of the TanjanaTanana :; Cbiets'ConJerenceCbietsConJerenceGi% efs'Con
r/ference, testifies .atat.

; a recent.recent"recent
"

. B-Ureatf8-'tlrealr8-tlrealr
'

ofof Irtdiah.Irtdiahlrtdi'anlrtdian
'

., AffairsAf airs.liearairsliear. hearfhg.whife'hearfhg.whifehearfhgwhifeing9awhile. '; '

N-

"
N

" ' few peoptepeople sifcinsign thethe audience.audience. 'LincoLinco'

Lincolnn and.andandmilers"pfoteandmilerspfote
.,
other$

"prote ted"therttedthertefthe( "
,
hearing'shearings% aring's'locatibnaringslocatibn' ' location anaaril lackhack ofof notice ,?

-
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hearingsearI ngs
,

I'fcicIfcic,' e * ?

bringri r M protestprotest ,
Y

h lifflecomment
,

e a m, ent
',
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'" ''? -f'f'f- ('
:;By LILII D'ADA ldRt-JldRtJhOlr )-JLNKINSNKI S

,"'' , undrapd lrlld a Sr'laSrla' aff-afft,-..
4 pplplii 'sfx'peQpsfxpeQp' ix'peopixpeop' eteenesiined

,

, s
, ,fiedlastlast

'. 'week/iafa'weekweekiafa'iveekiveek'' / ata hearinlpnhearing
?

1n , nchoragenchbxag
;
: 'toto'ta hkelake puhlicpublic co'tnmentcotnmentCo' iment on
)F planftedplanhgd closing of 377 Bureau

Ppfn IndianIgdian Affairs Day Schools.Schools.

f" ThoseTtase} who did testify criticrltr-crltr-
' cizedsized the short amount of time
. that the hearings were publipublic

cizedcued , the location of the hearhear--

ingslngs far away from any of
the village schools which are
marked forfar closure and the
plan to close the schools en
tirely.tirely.

A representative from the '

villagevalage of TetllnTetlin into the Interior
presented a petition containing
72 signatures in opposition

, to'to' transferrihgtransfexrlhg the TctlinTetlin day
school to state control.control.

Some 37,3131, studentsstttd'entsstttdents'

attend
that ,

jschoolschool and parents want

v?
themtb m to remain in the BIAB1A
facility ,

, Aq.Aqa?. ,

., TheTtie hearingshear ;g werewere held in
iKpIh

,,
federalfederal,7courtfederal7court

,, "
court house in An *

chorage'buf"choragebufchorage '.JbuJbu
.

( iftbtts1 ocaflop{ 1 was
-tlietlie- the'1the1' subjectaubjec( ,

of"ofo
"

sharpsh r ,cnticismcriticlsm
fromfiom , representatives from the

' .AssociationAssociation.AssociatlgnAssociatlgn. , ofpf collageVillage Coun-CounCaun-

biJ'biJ' PiesidenPresidentsg , aiareaa *"' and the
'TananaTanana'" 'ananaanana' ClefsCmef ConferenceCon erence ,

. " Btit _
,'bothboth
r' Qth'CarlQthCarl' '.CariJacCariJac.,

ra rrepre;
;repre-repre-

.'(ConiinuedConiinued'onConiinuedon
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'on page
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(CCoritinueatiniaue( fiomPagfrom )'agag' Onene)
senting AV.CP'an4AV.CPan4AVCPan4tY; ., P'P' an 'Ge'orgianaGeorgiana'CeoigianaCeoigiana' '

' UncolnLincoln from TCC'CCCC' criticized

the BIA {forot holding the hear-hear-
, ings after the BIA had aman

nouncedrlounced that the schoolsschools

should be closed.closed. ;

' /TheyThey/. l'heylhey' 'also'also'aa' so ' said that the
hearings should be held in the
villages which house the
schools to be closed.closed.

Jack , representing AVCP

president Martin Vick , and a
former AVCP president himhim--

self , told hearing officer Bill

Brady that he shouldn'tshouldnt' be sur-sursur -

prised if no one attended the
hearings for several reasons.reasons.

"BearBear" in mind that it apap-ap-

pears to everyone that the
decision has already been
made.made. NoNa one needs to waste
time at a hearing which
can do no good ," said Jack.Jacklack.lack. '

"AlsoAlso" remember that the de-de-

ceision you are making most
directly affects people in isoiso-iso-

lated villages.villages., You are conductconduct--

ing this hearing in Anchorage.Anchorage."
But , despite the lack of at-atat -

tendance , Jack warned Brady
and the BIA not to conclude
that the people don'tdont' care
about their villages.villages.

"TheThe" people in those villages
would nevernever give upup.up., the right

to decide one of the most
important decisions in the lives

of their children , and perhaps
in their village . ., . You know
that people fought long and
hard for the ruleruse requiring vil-vil-

' ' ' -t-t ' ' ' " - "'.MlMl - -, . .. .j-.j. , -

,
.

n 1 m r

lageloge *?r'concurrenceconcurrence' concurienccl beforebefore a
, " ' ' . . " - *

"schoolschool" school4,141 t
isisdosedclosed.closed,. ' . '

,

*"
., that 'The"the messagemessage you'you

Shouldsheaf takerake backback to the other
ofncialsofficials at BIAis'thatBIAisthatBlA.isBlAis.,

' that therethem
' should be ho'rterte' transfer of

schoolschoal unless ,
the(he affected vil-vilvil -

lage agrees.agreesgtees.gtees.

"IfIf" the bureaubateau 'decidesdecides' to
take another coursecourseit, , it will be
tellingtehjng peoplepeople'

'
in the villages

that their decisions about their
children and about their vilvil-vil-
lages do not count in the
eyes of the bureau ," said

Jack.Jack.

He told Brady that AVCP
will take any means necessary
to insure the BIA schools are

not transferred without concon--

sent.sent.
Lincoln criticized the BIA

for not adequately giving nono-no-

tice of the hearings to the
people in the villagesvillagesjmdnd she
told Brady that they should
take the hearings to the vil-vilvil -

lagesloges affected to get the right

comments.comments .

Lincoln also reminded him
that the BIA had late last year
promised that no schools
would be closed without concon--

sulting with the villages and rere-re-

ceiving their consent.consent.

Their consent was not obob-ob-

tained in many cases , said

Lincoln ,

Some 22 of the day schools
slated to be transferred to
state control are in the AVCP

area.area. Five are in the TCC

'r

region ,, .- ' -"

I -. '

, ;
'

? i

'AsAs'' ofti 'Mondayloridayw 14Id'Id ' BIABIA'
'

vivilr
Jagesages) :; had/signed'hadsigned'signedhad /, signed'signed'

xhe)the , papers'papers'

requestingto"questiritoquestiri
"

the'the' state take.take., concon..
trotrol( of their schools.schools., Those
villages were Alakanuk , Cam.CamCam-.-
bell , Golovin , GoodGpod News
6ay$ay , Klukwan.KlukwanKlukwan ., Kwlethluk ,
Kawigillingok , Mekaryuk , Na-Na-

packpaek , Napaskeak-Napaskeak,- IMightmuteNightmute ,
OscarvnieOscarville , Quinhaguk , and
Scammon Bay.Bay. Stebbins reporrepor--
tedly also had voted to make
the change but no conFirma-conFirma-

tion could be obtained.obtained.

Three of those villages , Gol-Gol-

ovin , Klukwan , and Mekaryuk '

' had not been slated to be

turned over toto the state this
year because of costs.costs.

Under the current two-optwooptwo-op-- -

tion plan presented to Gov.Gov.

Jay Hammond by BIAB1A underunder''
secretary in charge of Indian

'

i, Affairs Ken Smith , the state
'cancan'-

I

I' can accept control of 16 day

'schoolsschools' this year and the rere're'
mainder next year or accept
all 37 this year and accept
about $55$ S million from the
federal government to help pay

the cost of upgrading the
schools.schools.

Hammond recently sent
Smith a letter stating that
neither alternative was accepaccep--

table and telling Smith that
he would seek help from the

Congressional delegation.delegation.

One memberrnemb r of that deledele--

gation , U.S.US.USU-S.US.S.- . Sen.Sen., Frank Mur-Mur-
kowski , however , is less than
sympathetic and he said in

, . .
?

anart Interview'Interview'interview'
' Ilalaf$t weekirw eks thatthat' '

here"heretherew(
Y

"

, is iittl)Ittler'JreIttlerJre'Jhe carrddcart ;'dodo'd otherather,

than to ! try toto'to*' ;get both
sidessides'' 'toto' to work'work' out'outou f' their dif
ferences.ferences.,

, When asked of the BIA
regulation requiring that the
villages consent to the transtrans--
fer , Murkowski said there was

' little to be done on that front.front.,

"TheThe" BIA has taken the popo-po-

sition that as long as the state
can provide the education . . .

they 'havehave' asked the state to
accept the responsibility for
American Native education.education.

"It'sIts" ' a policy decision of the
Department "ofof" Interior and
the Department of Education
and that'sthats' where its at ,"r said
Murkowski.Murkowski. '

Carol Berger , who represenrepresen--

ted Hammond at the AnchorAnchor--

age hearing , said after the hearhear--

ing that there is no way that
even 16 day schools can be
brought up to minimum fire
and safety codes by the time
school opens this fall.fall.,

And that leaves open the
questionyuestion of whether the
schools will be able to open.open.

Berger said that the state
still hasn'thasnt' received final word
on which schools will be transtrans--

ferred and until it does , can'tcant'
start the work necessary to bebe-be-

gin improving the schools.schools.,

Berger said that once the
state receives notice of

'whichwhich''whichwhich'

'

schools ,.willwill. will be trans-trans-

\1

fertedPetted , it
,

will be necessary to
havehave a person inspect each-each-'

school to list the various code
violations and ways to im-imim -

proveprpve the schools to meet
fire or safety codes.codes.,

The improvements will be

presented to the .publicpublic., fafa-fa-

cilities section of the Depart-Depart-
' ment of TransportationTransportatigrt torfor es-es-

timate on repair costs then the
repairs probably will be let out
to bid.bid.

All this will take until probprob''
ably the beginning of the
school year , said Berger who
added that if the schools can'tcant'
be improved by the beginning
of the school year , it may be

the state fire marshall who dede-de-

termines if individual schools
will open this fall.fall.

"' *'
She said estimates on the

cost of improvements will be
hard to come by because
often , tv.twotwo. o orar three solutions
might be used to repair one
problem.problem .

For example , inadequate
fire protection might be rearec

tified by installing overhead
sprinklers in each classroom or
by installing half-inchhalfinch- sheet

rock in the walls and building
another door for fire evacevac--

uation.uationuation ;.
Each school also will have

to be inspected for sanitary
waste disposal , said Berger.Berger.,


