
Retired FolksFolksS-

tateState Senator Joe JosephsonJosephson-
told

Josephson-
toldtold a meeting in Juneau of thethe-

Governor's
the-

Governor'sGovernor'sGovernors' Advisory CommitteeCommittee-
onon the Aging that it is the retiredretired-
person

retired-
personperson who bears the brunt ofof-

retirement
of-

retirementretirement policies .

"WeWe" live in an economyeconomy-
which

economy-
whichwhich mandatonlymandatorlly retires everyevery-every-

one
¬.-

one at age 65 and3Qdagd makes all thethe-

opportunities
the-

opportunitiesopportunities readily availableavailable-

for
available-

forfor younger persons ," the SenaSena-Sena-

tor
Sena-

tor
¬-

tor said .
To counteract this inequity ,

Josephson said that the publicpublic-

costs
public-

costscosts of mandatory retirementretirement-
should

retirement-
shouldshould be spread more evenly .

He suggested that programs suchsuch-

as
such-

asas the supplemental income forfor-

the
for-

thethe elderly , now before the LegLeg-Leg-

islature
Leg-

islature
¬-

islature , and the federal MedicaidMedicaid-
program

Medicaid-
programprogram would help accomplishaccomplIsh-
thisthis .

Speaking before the 14 memmem-mem-

ber
mem-

ber
¬-

ber committee , the minorityminority-
leader

minority-
leaderleader observed that approval ofof-

these
of-

thesethese programs wouldwouldnotnot resultresult-

in
result-

inin additional state expenditures ,

rather an influx of unused fedfed-fed-

eral
fed-

eral
¬-

eral funds .,

Josephson noted that qualifiqualIfi-qualIfi-

cations
qualifi-

cations
¬-

cations for persons applying forfor-

medIcal
for-

medicalmedical assistance under MediMedI-MedI-

caid
Medi-

caid
¬-

caid would be expanded considconsid-consid-

erably
consid-

erably
¬-

erably so that even those onon-

moderate
on-

moderatemoderate incomes may qualifyqualIfy-

when
qualify-

whenwhen illness occurs .

Another aspect concerns perper-per-

sons
per-

sons
¬-

sons residing in nursing homeshomes-
who

homes-
whowho are not eligible for MedicareMedicare-
assistance

Medicare-
assistanceassistance which Josephson saidsaid-

may
said-

maymay become eligible under thethe-

Medicaid
the-

MedicaidMedicaid plan .,

The Democrat said that hehe-

believed
he-

believedbelieved that a correlation existseXIsts-

between
exists-

betweenbetween family disruption andand-

the
and-

thethe absence ofofanan older generagenera-genera-

tIon
genera-

tion
¬-

tion in Alaska .

"TheThe" lack of family relationrelation-relation-
shIpS

relation-
ships

¬-

ships stretching from grandpargrandpar-grandpar-
ents

grandpar-
ents

¬-

ents to grandchildren has placedplaced-

aa very heavy strain on the familyfamily-

structure
family-

structurestructure as we know it inin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska ," he explained , "andand" thatthat-

has
that-

hashas often resulted in divorce . "
"It'sIts" ' not at all surprising toto-

me
to-

meme that this state has one of thethe-

nation's
the-

nation'snation'snations' highest divorce rates asas-

well
as-

wellwell as the lowest proportions ofof-

older
of-

olderolder persons ," he said .


