
Don Wright Tells His Side of Story
FAIRBANKSFAJRBANKS - FollowingFollowmg aa-

shakeup
a-

shakeupshakeup of leadership inm thethe-

AFN
the-

AFNAFN , Inc . , Don WrightWnght , the dede-dede-

posed
de-

posed
¬-

posed president , appeared lastlast-

week
last-

weekweekweekatat the Tanana Chiefs ConCon-Con-

ference
¬.-

ference inm Fairbanks , Sept.. 27-2727-

29
27-

29
27-

29
-

29 , andandaddressedaddressedaddressedaa closed sesses-ses-

sion

¬.-

sionsian of the executive board ofof-

the
of-

thethe interiormtenor group .
On the second day of thethe-

conference
the-

conferenceconference , WrightWnght gave the folfol-folfol-

lowing
¬.-

lowinglowmg statement to TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes relating the events whichwhich-

led
which-

ledledledupup to his dismissal as PresiPresi-Presi-

dent
Presi-

dent
¬-

dent of AFN , Inc .

'TheThe"The'" first meeting of AFN ,

Inc . ," said WrightWnght , "waswas" held onon-

Feb
on-

FebFeb . 9 , 1972 at the CaptainCaptain-
Cook

Captain-
CookCook Hotel in Anchorage . ItIt-

was
It-

waswas attended by Willie Hensley ,

Roy Ewan , and FloreFiore Lekanof.."
'TheThe"The'" purpose of the meetingmeeting-

asas describeddescnbed in the minutes waswas-

to
was-

toto expand the board to 1212-

members
12-

membersmembers ( representing the 1212-

Native
12-

NativeNative regionalregionalcorporationscorporations ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska ) and to fill the vacanvacan-vacan-

cies
¬.-

cies .
"

Subsequently on March 10 ,
the boardboardselectionselection consistedconsistedofofof-

Roy
of-

RoyRoy Ewan , AlAI Nakak , JohnJohn-
Borbridge

John-
BorbridgeBorbridge , Hank Eaton , CecilCecil-

Barnes
Cecil-

BarnesBarnes , Joe UpicksounUplcksoun , Phillip

Guy , Larry Peterson , GeorgeGeorge-
Miller

George-
MillerMiller , Nels Anderson , Jr . , WillieWllheWllhe-

Hensley
Willie-

HensleyHensley , and Mike Swetzof inin-

place
in-

placeplace of FloreFiore Lekanof..

Wright said LekanofLekanofrefusedrefusedrefused-
toto resign , therefore Swetzof waswas-

not
was-

notnot seatedseatedatat the meetingmeetmg .

It was stipulatedSlJpulated at that time ,

saidlldS Wright , that the presidentpresident-
shall

president-
shallshall not vote except in the

event ofofaa tie . The president'spresidentspresident's-
term

president's-
term

'
term of office was to extend toto-

Oct
to-

OctOct . 1972..

Don WrightWnght was seated asas-

chairman
as-

chairmanchairman of AFN , Inc . with twotwo-
dissenting

two-
dissentingdissenting votes ' BorbridgeBorbndge andand-
Hensley

and-
HensleyHensley .

At AFN , Inc'sIncs..'' next meeting ,

AprilApnl 3 , said WrightWnght , a bill waswas-

Continued
was-

Continued
was-

Continued( Continued on page 6)6)
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presented by attorney BarryBarry-

Jackson
Barry-

JacksonJackson for $90009000$ .

"ThereThere" was no money ," saidsaid-

Wflght
said-

WrightWrightWflght , "toto" pay that bill . "
"ThereThere" was a motion byby-

Wllhe
by-

WillieWillieWllhe HensleylIensley ,
" WrightWnght pointedpOInted-

toto a copy of the minutesmll1utes , "toto"to-
adopt

"to-
adopt

"
adopt Mr.. Potter as compcomp-comp-
troller

comp-
troller

¬-

troller.. "
The comptroller was to rere-rere-

port
re-

port
¬-

port to the boardboardofof directorsdlfectorsdlfectors-
only

directors-
onlyonly , not to the presidentpresldent oror-

to
or-

toto HarrylIarrytarry! Carter , WrightWnght mainmalO-malOmain-malO-
tamed

main-
tained

¬-

tainedtamed .

Helie then read from thethe-

mll1utes
the-

minutesminutesmll1utes a full description of thethe-

comptroller's
the-

comptroller'scomptroller'scomptrollers' duties . The compcompocomp-compo-

troller's
comp-

troller's
¬-

troller'strollers' function was to consistconsist-
of

consist-
ofof "providingproviding"provldll1gprovldll1g" to the managemanage-manage-

ment
manage-

ment
¬-

ment ( of AFN , Inc . ) : efficienteffiCien-
taccumulation

efficient-
accumulationaccumulation , recordingrecordll1g , and rere-rere-

porting
re-

porting
¬-

porting of data measurement ofof-

aU

of-

allallaU phases of financial operations ,

assignments ofofauthontyofauthorityauthorityauthonty , andand-

responsibility
and-

responsibilityresponsibility for the preventionpreventIOn-
ofofoferrorerror and fraud .

"

The wordingwordlllg of the compcomp-comp-

troller's
comp-

troller's
¬-

troller'strollers' dutiesdu lies passed unaniunam-unamunani-unam-

mously
unani-

mously
¬-

mously , accordingaccordll1g to Wright..

Also at that meetingmectmg , hetiehe-

noted
tie-

notednoted that WillieWilhe HensleylIensley hadhad-

moved
had-

movedmoved to support Wildwood .

WrightWflght said he was instructedll1structed toto-

"go
to-

"go"gogo" full tilt1111 to get WildwoodWildwoodmWildwoodinWildwood-
opera

inmin-

operationoperationopera tlon .
"

NelsNesNets! Anderson , he said ,

moved that the regions shouldshould-
budget

should-
budgetbudget Don Wright and hishIs-

secretary
his-

secretarysecretary $40004000$$ a monthmonth-
"They

month-
"They

month-
"They"TheyThey" never gave me aa-

mckel
a-

nickelnickelmckel..
"

WrightWnght said helie was instructedInstructed-
by

instructed-
byby the board on June 2 to createcreate-

the
create-

thethe AFN HousinglIouslOg AuthorityAuthonty andand-

that
and-

thatthat he then "hithit" 11It Wildwood andand-

housll1g
and-

housinghousinghousll1g .
"

At that same meetingmeetmg inm June ,

chairedchalTed by WrightWnght , CharlieCharhe EwanEwan-

moved
[ wanwan-

movedmoved to accept Potter'sPotters' finanfinan-finan-

cial

finan-

cial

¬-

cial report.,. "bverythingbverything"herythll1gherythll1g"EverythingEverything" ,
,"' saidsaid-

Wn
said-

WrightWrightWn 1I , "waswas" supposedlysuppo\edlysuppoedly\ in111 oror-oror-

der
or-

der
¬-

der..
"

WrightWnght saw his role as thatthat-

of
that-

ofofofanan administratoradmll1lstrator of programs .

"TheThe" boardboardofof directors werewere-

to
were-

toto be fully responsible for finanfinan-finan-

cial
finan-

cial
¬-

cial matters . To my dismay ,
" hehe-

said
he-

saidsaid , "II" find theytheywerewere notnot.. II-

brought
I-

broughtbrought to the attentionattentlO'lattentlOl' of thethe-

board
the-

boardboard that we were havinghavll1g gravegrave-
difficulties

grave-
difficultiesdifficulties . Work was notnot-

getting
not-

gettinggetting done , bookkeepers werewere-

maccurate
were-

inaccurateinaccuratemaccurate . "
AskedAskedIfif he made these obob-obob-

servations
ob-

servations
¬-

servations in10 writing , Wright saidsaid-

they
said-

theythey were madermde in individualindividual-
conversations

individual-
conversationsconversations with board memmemomem-memo-

bers
mem-

bers
¬-

bers .

HelieIle called a meeting for Aug .

4-545- in10 Anchorage , at which thethe-

board
the-

boardboard went into closed session .

Wright stated that he told themthem-

"there
them-

"there"therethere" was no way we couldcould-

continue
could-

continuecontinue under the present acac-ac¬-

countingcountmg .
"

At the August meetingmcetlng , JohnJohn-

Sackett
John-

SackettSackett moved to terminatetermlOJtetermlOJte-

Potter
terminate-

PotterPotter as comptroller and to hireImelureIme-

a

lur-
ea

lure-

new
-

aa-aanewnew accountant to clear upup-
the

up-
thethe booksboo"sboos" In the interimInterun ,

WrightWflght said helie and Carter werewere-

authonzed
were-

authorizedauthorizedauthonzed to handle theIhe acac-acac-

count1l1g
ac-

counting
¬-

countingcount1l1g . A later motion stiStl-Stlsti-stiSt-

lpulJted
sti-

pulated
¬-

pulatedpulJted that he alone be rereore-rere-
osponslble

re-

sponsible
¬-

sponsiblesponslble for everythingeverythll1g .

An accountant was hiredImedImed-

from
hired-

fromfrom the BoeingBoemg Company'sCompanysCompany's-
accounting

Company's-
accounting ''

accounting division to straightenstraighten-
outout the books and program thethe-

entire
the-

entireentire AFNAFNsystcmsAFNsystemssystemssystcms on an NCR
400 .

"ThisThis"TIllSTIllS" was done . The booksbooks-

are
books-

areare inm excellent shape . " saidSJldSJl-
dWnght

said-

WrightWrightWnght..

The audit was to be completcomplet-complet-
ed

¬-

ed by Sept.. 15 , but on Sept.. 3 ,

WrightWnght said , "aa" number of01 boardboard-

members
board-

membersmembers called in to changechange-

the
change-

thethe date of the next meeting toto-

Sept
to-

SeptSept.. 23 at Wildwood .
"

AlAt the instructionmstructlOn otof thethe-

board
the-

boardboard Wright said helie sentsenl ouloutout-

letters
out-

lettersletters announcingan nounclng thatthJ t meetingmeeting-
and

meeting-
andand that helie received return rere-rere-

ceipt

re-

ceipt

¬-

ceipt requestedrequestedconfimlatlonsrequestedconfirmationsconfirmationsconfimlatlonsconfimlatlons-
from

confirmations-
fromfrom every single board membermember-

Therefore
member-

Therefore
member-

ThereforeTherefore he scheduled thethe-

WIldwood
the-

WildwoodWildwood AFN and RurALCAPRurAL CAPCAP-

meetmgs
CAP-

meetingsmeetingsmeetmgs for adjoiningadJommg daysdaysIeHe\IeIelieIe-
was

lie-

was
\

was "instructedinstructed" to go andandadadad-adad-

dress
ad-

dress
¬-

dress the Wildwood RurALCAPRuRurALrAL CAPCAP-

meetmg
CAP-

meetingmeetingmeetmg on the subject of workwork-work-

mg

work-

ing

¬-

ingmg closer to the AFNAFNandand toto-

ask
to-

askask that board to answer whywhy-

RurAL
why-

RurALRurAL CAPCAPcouldcould not be runrun-

by
run-

byby AFN .
"

Said WrightWflght.. "CharlieCharlie""',( Iwlle CliongChongChong-

of
Chong-

ofof the Seattle regionalregIOnalofficesoffices ofof-

RurAL
of-

RurALRurAL CAPCAPwaswas at WildwoodWildwood-
Harry

Wildwood-
HarryHarry Carter is a member of thethe-

RurAL
the-

RurALRurAL CAP board 1thehe officersofficers-
of

officers-
ofof AFN were at Wildwood .

GeorgeGeurge MillerMIllcr was there "
"ForFor" some reason unbeunbe-unbe-

knownst
¬.-

knownst to me ," said WrightWnght ,

"JohnJohn" BorbridgeBorbndge calledcalled.Icalledaa.II. meetmeet-meet-

mg
meet-

ing

¬-

ingmg at the RoyalRoyallotelHotel\lotellotelHotelin\ inIn-

Anchorage
in-

AnchorageAnchorage and Willfully and inmin-inin-

tentionally

¬.-

tentionallytentlonally began loto convinceconvlOceconvlOce-

board
convince-

boardboard members that they shouldshould-

dump
should-

dumpdump Don WrightWrrght..
"

WrightWnght called the AnchorageAnchorage-
meeting

Anchorage-
meetingmeeting a "rumprump" session " andand-

said
and-

saidsaid of those present , "theythey"theyare" areare-

the
are-

thethe ones that are fiscally irIr-IrIr-

responsible
ir-

responsible
¬-

responsible . They'veTheyve' discrediteddIscredited-
meme . They'veTheyve' lessened , if notnot-

nulhfied
not-

nullifiednullifiednulhfied , my chances for thethe-

State
the-

StateSlateState Senate . It'sIts' hard to undoundo-
aa charge like this . "

WrightWnght said he has receivedreceived-

nono notice of his ouster fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe boardboardinin writing . "II"'"Ionlyonlyonly-

heard
only-

heardheardheardofofofItilIt through the media .
"

"II"Istand" stand ready to answer anyany-

charge
any-

chargecharge that'sthats'' been made throughthrough-
innuendo

through-
innuendoinnuendo ."


