
F/ofof/bnFofofbnFlotation/ / Devices Were NofNot Used
As the result of a recentrecent-

boatll1g
recent-

boatingboatingboatll1g mishap in111 the vicinityvlclOityvlclOity-

of
vicinity-

ofof Resurrection Bay , one womanwomanI-

Sis deaddeadandand her husband is missmiss-miss-

ing

¬.-

ingII1g and presumed drowned .

When reviewingrevlewmg the facts sursur-sur-

roundmg
sur-

rounding
¬-

roundingroundmg the accident , it is hardhard-

to
hard-

toto justifyjusttfy the results . TheThe-

couple
The-

couplecouple wasy, as inm an 18-foot18foot18.foot18foot-. , out/outout-
board

out-
board

out-
board

/
board , wooden boat they borbor-bor-

rowed
bor-

rowed
¬-

rowed from a friend TheThe-

weather
The-

weatherweather at the estimated timettime-

of
meme-

ofof the accident was , visibility
10-1510151015miles- miles , seas calmcalm'rmds, winds\'rmds'rmdsrmds'rmds-

calm
winds-

calm
\'calm , withYo Ith over cast skies .

First knowledge of the mismiS-miS-

hJp
mis-

hap
¬-

haphJp came when the woman'swomanswoman's-
body

woman's-
body

'

body was found washedwashedashoreashore .

The authorities wereyere, notifiednOllflednOllfled-

and
notified-

andand the boat , overturned , waswas-
found

was-
foundfoundfoundadriftadrift..

FollowingFollowmg the preliminaryprelmllnaryprelmllnaryI-

nvestigatIOn
preliminary-

investigationinvestigation , the woman waswas-

Identll
was-

identifiedidentifiedIdentll ed , the boat owner concon-con-

tacted
¬.-

tacted and hence the search forfor-

the
for-

thethe missingmlsslOg man .

As the reports continuedcontll1ued toto-

come
to-

comecome in111 , it was learned thatthat-

there
that-

therethere were two personal flotaflota-flotat-

IOn
flota-

tion

¬-

tion devices with the overturnedoverturned-
boat

overturned-
boatboat and two more adrift.,

ThisTim is where the outcomeoutcomoutcomeoutcome-

ofof this mishap is so tragic . NoNo-

one
oo-

oneone willWI ]! ever know if the wearwear-¬-

ingmg of the lifehfe jackets wouldwould-

have
would-

havehave positivelypOSI tlvely saved theirthe If lives ,

but the odds would have beenbeen-

In

been-

inin their favor .

Granted , inm these cold andand-

treacherous
and-

treacheroustreacherous Alaskan waters fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe time you are forcedforcedintointoIOta thethe-

water
the-

waterwater untilunltl the time you loselose-

conscIOusness

lose-

consciousnessconsciousness is only minutesmmuteminutes-
But

minutes-
ButButBut'olth, with\'olth'oltholth\' the aidaIdofofofdofaad PFD ,

lifehfe expectancy is betterhetter thanthan-

four
than-

fourfour hours in 47470470water°
water GiveGive-

yourself
Give-

yourselfyourself every ' possible breakbredkbreak-

Another
bredk-

Another
break-

AnotherAnother thing to remember ,

as unpleasant as it is , is youryour-

family
your-

familyfamily and friends . You havehave-

no
have-

nono doubt known ofofotherother casescases-

where
cases-

wherewhere a person fellfellvictimvictim toto-

these
to-

thesethese northern waterswalers and waswas-

never
was-

nevernever recovered .

The familyfanllly must then livehvehve-

lor
live-

tortorlor weeks or even months hopinghopmghopmg-
and

hoping-
andand prayingpraymg for recovery ofof-

spmethlng
of-

somethingspmethingspmethlngsomething , anythinganythmg , so they cancan-

be
can-

bebe sure . But without the helphelp-

of
help-

ofof a personal flotationflotat on device ,

a body , inm these cold waters .,

Will sinksmk .

In order to prevent deaths'deaths'deaths-

of
'deaths-

of
''

of this nature , the Coast GuardGUard-

has
Guard-

hashas regulations which state thatthat-

there
that-

therethere wilfwlffwilt be a Coast GuardGuard-

approved
Guard-

approvedapproved personal flotation dede-dede-

vice

de-

vice

¬-

vice readily accessible to every

person on boardhoardboardthehoard-tilehoardtile-thethe.the-. vesselvese, !..

Lawsuws and regulations can dodo-

JUs

do-

dustjustdustJUs ! so much . After thatthaI itI ( isIS-

up
is-

upup to the individualmdlvldudl to complycomplyY-

o
comply-

withwithYo I th them .


