Senate Seeks Attack on Fire Losses

Ihe Senate Conmerce Com-
mittee expressed the need to
mobilize the nation’s resources
noan attack on the growing
losses due to fire by updating
our fire equipment, adequately
training our fire fighters, com-
bating false alarms and harrass-
ment of fire companies and re-
vitalizing  antiquated - building
fire codes.

Senator fed Stevens. R-
Aluska, asked that particular
attention be paid to the naton’s
volunteer firemen

“Countless communities
throughout the nation.  parti-
culanilv nomy home state of
AMlaska. depend entirely on
volunteer fue departments tor
protection against loss ot hite
and property o fire.” Stevens
sard

“lhere are 200000 paid
professional hretighters.”™  Ste-
vens sad, Tand 1.500.000
volunteers. We are working on
program tor the 93 Congress
to tind the best measures o
cquip and tramn these firefighters
to do the most effectve job
possible.”™ :

Stevens said that figures pre-
sented to the committee showed
that more than 30 Americans
die inoa osingle day i fires.
In 19720 12,000 lives will be
lost and 330,000 persons will
be crippled.

During 1971, 210 firemen
died while combating  blazes.
The nation’s annual loss to fire
1s approximately 110 billion.

“This s only 11 billion less
than the annual cost of crime
to the nation.” Stevens said.



