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Commissioner Max Brewer Orders Fairbanks Dump Closed
JUNEAU -.- EnvironmentalEnvironmental-

ConservatIon
Environmental-

ConservationConservation Commissioner MaxMax-

Brewer
Max-

BrewerBrewer ordered city officials toto-

close
to-

closeclose the FairbanksFatrbanks dumpdumpatatat-

noon
at-

noonnoon on Friday , September 29 .

In a letter sentsenl to FairbanksFaIrbanks-
officials

Fairbanks-
officialsofficials , Brewer said that operaopera-opera-

tion

¬.-

tiontlon of the dump "hashas" beenbeen-

grossly
been-

grosslygrossly deficientdeficlCnt " and itemizeditemized-
the

itemized-
thethe reasons which led him toto-

close
to-

closeclose the dump operationoperahon .

CallingCalLmg theIhe dump "aa" blightblIght-

onon the communitycommulllty " and aa-

"disgrace
a-

"disgrace"disgracedisgrace" on the reputationrepulatlon ofof-

the
of-

thethe StateStale ," Brewer saidsaidinvestiinvestiinvestl-investlinvesti-investl-

galions
investi-

gations

¬-

gationsgalions by his staff showed thatthat-

refuse
that-

refuserefuse was scatteredscatteredininIII an unun-unun-

conlrolLed
un-

controlled
¬-

controlledconlrolLed manner and "leftleft" unun-unun-

covered
un-

covered

¬-

covered for many days , oftenoften-

weeks
often-

weeksweeks at a timehme .
"

HelieIle said that garbage was oftoft-oftoft-

en
oft-

en

¬-

en dumped into trenches whichwhich-

were
which-

werewere dug to bury refuse andand-
this

..

this practice led to pollution

of the ground water of the area .

Brewer said the FairbanksFanban"sFanbansFanban"s-
dump

Fairbanks-
dump

"
dumodumpdumpwaswas a "harborageharborage" forfor-

rats
for-

ratsrats ' and a "breedingbreeding"breedmgbreedmg" groundground-
for

ground-
forfor fliesOles , mosquitoes and otherother-
obnoxIous

other-
obnoxiousobnoxious disease vectors "

which endangered the health ofof-

the
of-

thethe residents of the area .

"II" feel that FairbanksFairban"sFairbans" offioffi-offi-

cIals
offi-

cials
¬-

cials have hadhadampleample opportuniopportunl-opportunlopportuni-opportunl-
Iy

opportuni-
ty

¬-

tyIy to looklookIntointo the problemproblem-
and

problem-
andand come upupwithwith viable solusolu-solu-

tions
solu-

tions

¬-

tions . It seems to me that thethe-

time
the-

timetime has come for action to bebe-

laken
be-

takentakenlaken and sidesteppingsJdeSlepp1l1g aroundaround-
the

around-
thethe problem to10 cease ,

" BrewerBrewer-

said
Brewer-

saidsaid .

LabelingLabelmg his action as a movemove-

to

move-

toto solve one of the state'sstatesstale'sstales' mostmaslmasl-

serrous

most-

seriousseriousserrous environmental problems ,

Brewer said thatthaI city officialsofficials-
had

officials-
hadhad several alternatives to exex-exex-

plore

ex-

plore

¬-

plore with the closure of thethe-

dump

the-

dumpdump

At least onepne of these alternaalterna-alterna-
tives

alterna-
tives

¬-

tives could be available on011 veryvery-

short
very-

shortshort notice according to inforinfor-111infor-

mation
for-forfor-

matlon

¬-

mationmatlon receivedrecclved by the departdepart-depart-
ment

depart-
ment

¬-

ment..

IfIfcorrectivecorrective action is not tala-lata-tala-

ken
ta-

ken
¬-

ken immediately ,. Brewer ,. saidsaid-

that
said-

thatthat theIhe onset of cold weatherwealherwealher-
could

weather-
couldcould result in111 "thethe"thcthc" present dede-dede-

plorable
de-

plorable
¬-

plorable condition existingeXlst1l1g andand-

further
and-

furtherfurther deterioratingdetenorallllg until nextnext-

summer
next-

summersummer..
"

BrewerBrcwer said his departmentdepartmentI-
Sis ready to work with FairbanksFairbanks-
officials

Fairbanks-
officialsofficials to solve theIhe city'scitysclty'scltys' solidsoltdsoltd-

wasle
solid-

wastewastewasle disposal problem .

"WeWe" have staff people with

expertise inITl thistillS area and,1nd1nd, theyIhLthey-

will
' )

will do all they canCJn loto help
thetlte citylIty in anyJllyJlly.1anywaswav\\.1\.1was\ .1pllhle. \ possiblep\l\\lhlepllhlepossible-
lie

\\ "
helie said,aId


