
Wonder of Christmas past
The {followingolio wing 'was<('"J writtenwntten bb\bbybTundra\, Tundra TimesTlmtJ (founderounder HowardHoward-

Roc
Howard-

RocARoc/RocRocARocabout/. about Illshis earl) days and ..hathatwhat ChrlSrmasChristmas meant 10to hIm TheTh-
eamde

The-

articleartnleamdearticle .uaj.asaswas publishedpubluhed mIn therhe DecDee ?::33233 1963 Tundra TVTImesTime-

sDuring

, , . .,

DuringDunng thistlus writerwnter s boyhoodboyhoodininm the village ot01of PointPomtPoint-

Hope
Pomt-

HopeHope , ChristmasChnstmas had already become part olojof the way ofof-

hfe
of-

lifelifehfe No trees were available intn that part of the countrycountfcountry-

fo
)

Tofo remedy what might have been a treelesstreeles (,Christmashnstma .,

SaintSamt Thomas MMission" lon otof the -f-ptfptFpiscopalEpiscopalcopal churchchurchentchurchsent\sent\entent for-

trees
torfortor-

treetreestree\treetreemade\ made out of pliablephable metalmetdlmetal-

One
metal-

OneOnene of thethl' momostt 'pleasantI'ledllltIledllltpleaslnt' , mi-mornsmimorns1Il'nwrrt1Ilnwrrtmentors,-' ', "ot"II111 ,decorations-

that
ilivorjtionskrdtlondecorations, , ,

thatIIllt, ,idnmeddomedidorned the tree infit ththose,, ,. da\dadJ\dJslaydaisdJ"poprn\ ', \%\\% is""poprnpoprnpopcorn1)01101101101) ,
_
, 11 ,.minimini1tFUTI1. lrllJ1 _':

on long thread It was amusingamusmg to watchwdtch thetheoung\,\oungoungyoungyoung-

ladies
oung-

ladlesladiesladles stringstnng popcorn with needle and threadthreadwhile"while"hIllhIll' taktak-

109

tak-

ing
tak-tak¬-

ing109 an occasional bitebite-

Tinsel
bite-

Tinsel
bite-

TmselTinselTmsel., brightbngJt! colored bulbs anddndandcandlescandlesclOdle, completedcompleted-

thethe decoration of the tree It was ., indeedmdeed ad wonder 01-

the
of-

the
ot01of

the world to childchildrenren who had never ,seeneen a tree ,minn theirthentheir-

lives

thenl-

IvelIvelives' To them the tree becamebeJmebec.atnebecatne_. aJ ,symtiolymoolsymool "ot"IIof ( Ilntl11hnstmashnstmas-

Some

, .!'
Some ,secretly:cretlcretlolhed) \wished\\ol\hedolhed\ ththat.! [ thethe\thetheytheiould\, ,iouldcouldouldeecouldseeould \see\eeee ad realredl Iree-

Ltttle
treeIreetree-

Little
tree-

LittleLittleLtttle programsprogun1\progun1progun1had\ had been introiluicdmtrotluedintroduccclintroduccclis, "is partPlrtPlrttl, ottlof, tlthtlu",

""b\"bbohsenan"bldneohsenance\ \l\dneldne, e ol01of (ChristmasChristinahn tll1d ' OneOnt' llJ1I\rllJ1Irunlorcettunltlrcrtt, \ ,''tttt ,}ihle''kk b'tbt1"111"' t'ItIthithis'
" ,

%""nternter% rtter \sydlIII ne\erneernever\ torgdtorgd.1erect \\\.1.1ryas., \vsheqIIl\IIlIIlIll" \ Illtie' Itsc i" , it Ilts ., _ I, I , ,
1Il( ., 1I11I\lled1I11Illedotmu.dotmud\ . "on" 'I'JIJI'aeIae' '<. IIII", I



. - ." - .

%Wonder ofofChrmChChristmasChristmasCo-

ntinued

istmas
(ContinuContinuedf< from PagPage OnOne )

orize a nuiserymuserynursery rhyme thatthatwas--waswas to be recited beforebefor-
eab

before-

almostabalmost10st every member of the village population .

The people had crowded into a large hall (foror thethe-

feast
the-

feastfeast but before it started , a little programprogi'amprogiam' was per-

fonned
per-

formed
perper-¬-

formedfonned.. He does "' not rememberremlJmber what the rest of thethe-

program
the-

programprogram was about , but he does remember hisIus 'part-

People
part-part1'art1art-.

People had sat down on the floor . When his turnturn-

came
turn-

camecame , he was placed on the floor ininfrontin-frontinfront-.-frontfront.front ofor the auau-

dience
au-

dience
au-au¬-

dience ., He began to recite the .nursery.U1'Sery.U1SeryU1Seryirursery' rhymerbyme , and nght-

in
rightnghtright-

inin the middle of it someone in the audience said-saidsaidinsaid-insaidin-- in aa-

loud
a-

loudloud voice , ""WeWe can'tcant' sseee him ! "
There was a flurry of activity and somebody pro-

duced
propro-pro-

duced
-¬-

duced a wooden box . The writer was lifted bodilybodily-

onto
bodily-

ontoonto the box and told to recite the rhyme once again..

The hall became very quiet . One could have heardheard-

aa cariboucanbou hairhalf drop . He began ..

""LittleLittle"UttleUttle Jack. Homer-
Sat

Homer-
Sat

HornerHomerHorner-
SatSat in the comer-
Eating

cornercomercorner-
Eating

'
Eating his Christmas piepit .

He put out his thumbthumb-

And
thumb-

And
thumb-

AndAnd pulled out a plumplum-

And
plum-

And
plum-

AndAnd said , ''WhatWhat a good
_
ood boy am I11.. "

The hall broke intomto loud applause mingled with proudproud-

laughter
proud-

laughterlaughter ,, It halfhalfscaredscared the performer . His mothermother-

rushed
mother-

rushedrushed forward and lifted himhun in her arms and said tenten-

derly
ten-

derly
ten-ten¬-

derly ,.
""I'mIm'' very proud of you , son "

To the children of the village , Santa Claus , o.fofoJoJcourseOfcourse. course ,.

was a very mysteriousmystenous beingbemg . They began to learn toto-

vISualize

to-

visualizevisualize him as the happiest littleltttle old man . When hehe-

laughed
he-

laughedlaughed ,, which he did all the time ,, his belly ""shookshook hke-

a

like-

a

likehke
a bowl full of jelly ,

"" although they didn'tdidnt' have any ideaidea-

what
idea-

whatwhat jelly was . They just knew his belly shook when hehe-

laughed
he-

laughedlaughed .

fteHee gave nice presents away when you'reyoure' a good hale-

Eskimo
littlehalelittle-

EskimoEskimo boy or girl.. He knew all about it when you'reyoureyou're-
not

you're-
not

'

not a good boy or girl.. Around Christmas time ,, it isis-

doubtful

is-

doubtfuldoubtful that there was a bad girlgul or a bad boy inm thethe-

whole
the-

wholewhole villageviIlage .

The way Santa travelled was somethingsomethmg out of thisthis-

world
this-

worldworld . Being familiar with reindeer , some of the littlelittle-

Eskimo
little-

EskimoEskimo childrenchildrel\childrelchildrelcouldn't\, couldn'tcouldnt' quite imagine Santa dnv-

mg
driv-

ing
drivdnv-dnvdriv-¬-

ingmg them across the sky . But since he was Santa Claus ,

he did it just the same . The little old man could dodo-

anythinganything as he sailed across th-

L
the sky1 happilyPP-

O
Pshshshoutingshoutingn ,rrgygygyasCasCasCeReR ; ': 1A : '""MERRYMERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL AAND TOO ALL 'AAAA-

GOODGOOD NIGHT ! "
This writer was distressed when he found out thatthat-

Santa
that-

SantaSanta came down chimneyschunneys . We didn'tdidnt' have a chim-

ney
chimchlchim-1-

ney
1-1¬-

ney in our house . No one had chimneys in the wholewhole-

village

whole-

villagevillage except the school and some Mission buildingsbuildings-

and
buildings-

andand there were no children inm any of them . Would SantaSanta-

go
Santa-

gogo to the school and the Mission buildings and leave nono-

presents
no-

presentspresents to the chchildrendren of the village ?

No chimneychmmeychrmneyl! What a distressing situation . All we hadhad-

in
had-

inin the house was a stove pipe and the door of the ArcticArctic-

stove
Arctic-

stovestove was so smallsman . Besides the oven chamber was inin-

the
in-

thethe way . How would Santa., come out through all this ?

If he could go through the stove pipe , he would prob-

ably
probprob-prob-

ably

-¬-

ably have to squeeze through and get hishiswhitewhite beardbeard-

and

beard-

andand hair allalt sooty . If1f he can go through all this , he must .

be a very small old man .

But early the next morningmoming , there they "';wereere - aa-

brand
a-

brandbrand new parrpmpair of little overalls with a cotton shirt toto-

match
to-

matchmatch ., Santa was there allaU right . Looking at the stovstovestove-

pipe

II-

pIpepipe , he wondered , '""'HowHow"How' could he come through suchsuch-

a
.

a small stove pipe ?" -. -

After he put the new clothes on , he looked at themthem-
Continued(Continued ononpagePage Five)_ _ _



tt""IIttII love you Santa"
( Continued from PdgePage Three )

over andandoverover again He askeddsked his mother whether hehe-

could
he-

couldcouldcouldchowshowhowchow them to hishl\hlhlCOUSinS\ cousins andandshe.she.hehe saiddld he couldcould-
He

could-
lieHelie ran dnandandenteredentereentered the sodsadsadIgloosodiglooigloo dnanddndillandsaid\said\dilldill e.clteeclteexcitedlyewcitedly}. l ) .,

''LookLook whatwhJt Santaanta broughtbwught me Idlastt nightntght '""'
On hisIlls way back home ,. he ranrdn dnand looked atdt hfithis",,

newne\SneS\ clothes by turnsturn. dnand then murmured '. Ir love you-

Santa
youOLJOL-

J"dn""dndnSantatd C( !laiclatisdLJ . '""'


