
EducationEducationdoesn'tEducationdoesntdoesn'tdoesnt' answer real student needs
One of the reasons thai-

Alaska
thatthaithat-

AlaskaAlaska NativeNallve students are dodo-

Ing
do-dodo-

ing
¬-

ing so poorlypoorlyinin10 school is thatthat-

schools
that-

schoolsschools today are geared toto-

parent
to-

parentparent success and not to thethe-

practical
the-

practicalpractical success of studenstudentsts ,.

accordingaccordmg to a member of thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska Board of Regents .
Sam KiloKltoKito , a regent , aa-

member
a-

membermember of the boardboardofof Doy-

on
Doy-

on
Doy-

on
Doy-Doy-

on Ltd . ,. andandaa consultantconsultant ,

told the AFN delegation Las-

tweek
lastlast-

weekweek that schoolshools today areare-

more
are-

moremore interestedmterested in10 pleasingpleasmg par-

ents
par-

ents
parpar-¬-

ents than educatingeducatmg children .
Schools today spend moremore-

tune
more-

tunetimetune appeasingappeasmg parents whowho-

want
who-

wantwant theirthelf chtldtenchIldren to receivereceive-
an

receive-
anan education to prepare themthem-

for
them-

forfor college and littlebttle time-

providing
tme-

proVldmg
timetme

providingproVldmg non-collegenoncollegenon-coDegecoDege-- boundbound-

students
bound-

studentsstudents with the skills manymany-

of
many-

ofof them willwIllneedneed becausebecause-

they
because-

theythey aren'tarent' enteringentermg college ,

says ?XitoXltoCato .

'""TheThe'The' educationaleducatronal systemsystem-

doesn't
system-

doesn'tdoesn'tdoesnt' work for us . We areare-

puttmg
are-

puttingputtingputtmg many in the front ofof-

the
of-

thethe education system and wewe-

aren't
we-

aren'taren'tarent' ge"ttmggettmggettinggetting" many who corcomecome-

out
come-

outout at the end of the schoc-

ing
schooh-

109
schoc-schocschooh-schoohSchoch-SchochSchoch-

mg
, , --

ing109mg,, " he said .

The education system ISn'tISntISn't-

geared
isn't-

geared

'

gearedled toward the success ofof-

students
of-

studentsstudents inIII the world they-

actually
theythey-

actuallyactually livebve and work inm , sayssays-

Kilo
says-

KltoKitoKltoKilo , because the school sys-

tem
syssys-sys-

tem
-¬-

tem spends more time on colcol-
legebound

col-col¬-.
lege-boundlegebound- classes .

, ""EveryEvery parent wants Uttlelittlelittle-

Johnny
little-

JohnnyJohnny to go to college soso-

we
so-

wewe spendlend more tunetlrpetime on collegecollege-

classes
college-

classesclasses: s andandveryvery little time on

classessses that the 70 percent ofof-

students
of-

studentsstudents wBlwill need to make aa-

hVlllg
a-

livinglivinghVlllg when they get out ofof-

high
of-

jh
of-

highhighjh schoolschooJ"ffschooJffschooJ"ffhe"," he says...
""SeventySeventy percent of thethe-

programs
the-

programsprograms are gearedgearedtoto the
20 to 30 percent ofofstudentsstudentsstudents-
who

students-
whowho will go to collegecoDege . And It-

IS

itit-

isis only about 15IS percent of-

those
ofof-

thosethose who will graduate ,"
says KitoKilO , so the maJonty-
of

majoritymaJontymajority-
ofof students are losinglosmg thethe-

kind
the-

kmdkindkmdkmdofkindofofofeducationeducation that willwill-

enable
will-

enableenable them to cope in a work-

ing
work-

mg
work-work--

ingmgmgworldingworldworld .

Add to that the equationequation-
ofof NativeNatrve students who gradu-

ate
gradu-

ate
gradugradu--¬-

ate from college - 3 roto 4 per-

cen
per-

cent
perper--¬-

cencentt - and you have a mass of-

students
ofof-

studentsstudents who have been toto-

school
to-

schoolschool but have not recreceivedreceived-

anan educaeducationtlOn .,

Native students further suf-

fer
suf-suf-.

fer , said KitoKlto , because thethe-

school
the-

schoolschool system doesn'tdoesnt' teachteach-

them
teach-

themthem about theirthelf heritagehentage , says-
Kito

sayssays-
KltOKitoKltO .,

""ThereThere is no way we go toto-

school
to-

schoolschool to learn about the wayway-
we

way-
wewe are .. we learn aboutabout-
someone

about-
someonesomeone who conquered :fur-
ope

Eur-

ope
Eurfur-furEur-¬-

ope , but not about who we areare-
and

are-
andand" "' "whatu we uhave" -

! done in thethe-
state

the-
statestate . "

He saysys that to change this-
parents

thIS-
parents

this
parents must get invofvedinvolved In-

their
inin-

thellthelltheir school systems on advis-
ory

adVIS-adVISadVIS-
ory

--

ory commIttees to workwork-
change

work-
changechange ..

""ChangeChange doesn'tdoesnt'' just haphap-¬.-happenpen . The admadministrationl1lStralion ofof-
schools

of-
schoolsschoolschools] itIS geared to be resil-
ient

resil-
Ient

resil-resil--
Ient to change . They deal with

certlficacertificationtlon of teachers and-

administrators
andand-

adminIStratorsadministrators . As a resresult of-

this
ofof-

thISthis certification it'sits'' a luaucimatter-
of

mattermatter-
ofof exclusion of teachers and-

new
andand-

newnew ideasIdeu .

But , KitoKlto added , much-

change
much-

change
muchmuch-

vnnge-vnngevnngechange- that could be beneficial-
to

beneficir1beneficial
to Native students has been-

fought
been-

fought
been

fought by Native parents whowho-

beheve
who-

believebehevebelieveslieve that if theirthell chIldren-

speak
childrenchildren-

speakspeak inm theirthell NativeNallve language-

and
languagelanguage-

andand English they will be hili-

dered
hin-

"It's

hin-

dered
hin-hinhili-hili-

dered min later busmessbusiness ltfelife .

""It'sIts' hard to change without-
the

withoutwithout-
thethe help of people who de-

mand
dede-

mand
de-de¬-

mand the servicessemces .," and if parpar-

ents
par-

ents
par-par¬-

ents want theirthelf children toto-

have
to-

havehave an education in10 traditIon-
al

tradition-
at

traditiontraditIon- ¬-

alat matters they must work toto-

change
to-

changechange the system or developdevelop-

anan additionaladditionaleducationeducation systemsystem-

of
system-

ofof their own - whether it be inmin-

the
m-

thethe schools or inIII an alternativealternative-
school

alternative-
schoolschool..

Kito cited the example ofof-

different
of-

differentdifferent ethnic groups in New-

York
New-

York
New

York City whichwluch run stores and-

schools
and-

schools
and

schools which teach the ethnIC-

values
ethnicethnic-

valuesvalues and speak inm the lang-

uages
lang-

uages
langlang-¬-

uages .

""YouYou go to New YorkYorkandand-

there
andand-

therethere wllwitwllawitaa Russian sectionction . .. .*

an Italla'lItallalItalian' section . . . they all-

speak
all-

speak
allall-

speakspeak their languages and eat-

their
eateat-

theirtheir own foods . "
Many of the groups havehave-

night
have-

nightnight $schoolshools for their chil-

dren
chIl-

dren
chilchIl-¬-

dren to attend to leamlearn of their-

past
theirtheir-

pastpast .
""ItIt illaUallallshowsshows that you can-

live
cancan-

bvelivebve in a society where you can-
have

can-
have

can
have something other than-
English

than-
English

than
English or a* Romance lang ¬.
uuagege to speak..,


