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individuals , not institutions must work to keep cultures alive
By
LORDJENKINSunoLORDJENKINSunora
v LINDA LORD-JENKINSLORDJENKINS--

unounora,> T'mTmTimes' . EOltoEditor ,

1111ehe ononly) ""ddway) thJtthat, AlasAlaskaAlaska-

ames
J,J-

"JII.e"\"JII.eJII.eJIIe\amesames. , Jnuand InulJnsIndians can hopehope-

preserve"
, prec"cpreccpreserve, " theIrthen trad'llonstradllonstraditions' is" toto-

work"-workor\ororhJrd\. hJrdhardhardat.at, t It thc.melvesthcmelvesthemselves. nolnotnol-

le1
notr-

elNle1\le1relNle1IheIr\ "ion" IheIrtheir eorporJllOmvirprations, , , oror-

"ll1c""ll1cll1c+ ihen" JeCOrdlllaccordirtit to a pJnelpanelpJne-
ldl

panel-

discussion

,
dldiscussion> clI"1clI1" < " 1 preentedpresented, 11\11hi11the\ thethe-

H
the-

XFHXF\XFXFcomenmoll'\ eomenl1oncomenmolleomenl1on-
II

comenmoll-

ItIIIt ''ouousou'ou.mt"--.mt.mtwant. 10to preserve theth-
eImp'IJnt

the-

prrrtantImp'IJntImpIJntprrrtant"' Jspedaspects> 01of ""JtlveJtlveNative"JtlveI-

cte
Native-

tileIctetile dOlldart t put It min Ja museummuseum-

Jnel

museum-

andJneland don t trust tlltotllhools,--hoolshoolsschools 10-

do
to10to-

dodo It ,said,Jld John Scl1JefferSchaeffer prespres-

Idcnt
pres-

dent,Idcntdent orof thethe.Athe4A\\4\A4A-\-\.A.A.\ Regional-

C

Regional-

orp
RegIOnalRegIOnal-

orpC( orp
orpScl1aefterorpSchaeffer

Scl1aefterSchaeffer ., ..hohowho IS wokmgworkingworking-

with
[..uhuhwith Ihethe InuplatInuptat SptrJtSpirit comcom-

millee
com-

rnitteemilleernittee 10to try tuto re institute-
pride

mtltuteinstitutemtltute-
pride

,

pride 10in bemgbeing an InuplalInuptat InIn-

Ihe

in-

theIhethe ..A-IA.AIA.AAIANANA:- regIon told thethe-

group",groupoup that he can t even speakspeak-

Ills

speak-

illsIllsillsauve'\'dllvedllve\auveauve Idnguagelanguage because of-

the
ofof-

he,thehe educatIOn he receivedreceived-

Schaeffer
received-

SchaefferSchaeffer spospokee Jfterafter aa-

Tlingit

a-

flmflmTlingitJt "storyteller0, leller presenledpresentedpresenled-

'c
presented-

ercral','ccercral< crJI I'JdulJ1IJdulJ1traditional' ' ", , stonestories, JndandJnd-

'Jld
and-

"aid'"'JldJld"aidaid he "-wished""hcdhcd helie hJdhad heenbeenheen-

Ihle

been-

hie,Ihlehie Ito" I"tenItenlisten" 10t.rtr. Ihethe "stop0 " Iellertellerstellers-

when
;

""hcnhcnwhen heliehed"--ddwas' gritroAltlgroAltlgupsingsingupup in-

re

minm-

te, tere HIiiiiiiof,of' Ihethe Westernestern dommdomm-

ItLd

domm-

ltcdItLdltcd OdUeJIOeducation, " ,"tel11tel11stslentstslent-

Sshaetter
"'>dllcllerSshaetter, ,""IdIdsaid"Id.A.\ \%\.A.A.NA hJshashJs-

"OUI

has-

mein

,
""OUIOUImein tl\tltlmusing\ m to doder l11JlenJII-

IIJt

l11JlenJII\l11JlenJIItiatenallytiatenally-
sitar

, \
,\sitarIIJt ,itILJIlitcanI LJIlcan 10to prece"epreceepreserve, " tIsIts IrJIraIrJ-

cl
Ira-

httrrns!cl\clhttrrnsclJ"U\ "'" J"UJUandandstarted" ,IJtledstarted h\hbyhhUIdln\ hUI\dlnhUIdlnbuildingbuilding-

museums

\

\ I11UUI11museums", WhileI1lle the museum-

I

museum-

a

museum
I ' Ja goodoodonegoodsineood onesine he ,said,Jld thatthat-

irsec"\\irsecirsec,111\e111e\ ' ,houldshould leJ\CleJCtease\ thaIthat to-

vernmenis
to

. ' ''ernmellternmelltvernmenis,

ReferringRefernng to the storyteller ,

""BabeBabe ' WilliamsWilhams SchaefferSchaeffer-

saId

Schaeffer-

saidsaid ""IfIf"IfUU}youUU saw aJ great ora-

lor
ora-

lor
ora-oraora-

tor

-

lortor a greatgreJt actor in himhm, youyou-

missed"missed"s-ed"ssed" - ihethe pointpoml He is tryIng-

tn
trying-

to
trying

10tnto tell us somethingsomethmg The elderselders-

are

elderso-

JreareoJre tryingIrymg to telltellusus what is-

wrong
IS-

Co

is
\CoCo*\wrongrongwuhwrongwithrong withwuh us is thatjhat we havehave'thavethave't-

been

' ,

beenheen !livinglvmg traditionallytradlltonally TheThe-

JIIVe

The-

ative\%Njuve\JIIVeJIIVeative value system we are hv-

109

livliv-

ing

hv-hvliv-liv¬-

ing109 hbby>} is missingmlssmg We are notnot-

being
not-

bemgbeingbemg taughttaught-

Schaeffer

"-
SchjefferSchaeffer, said thatthai trying toto-

preserve
to-

preservepreserve only Native dances ,

songs , food , andandstonesandstoriesstoriesstones - allall-

the
all-

thethe trappings of the culture -
is inadequatemadequate . ""TheThe 1Jimportantimportant-
thing

portantportant-
thmgthingthmg is how you feel aboutabout-

your
about-

youryour self and your culture ".
""TheThe values you !livelve by-

could
byby-

couldcould be ., ny kindkmd of values ,

just as long as they are beingbemgbeing-

taught
bemg-

taughltaughttaughl '

The way the IraduioiIraduioi-

ture
tradtionaltraditionaltradtionalcuitraditionalcul, cuicul-

ture
cul-cul.-

ture is beingbemg preserved min NA-

NA
NANA- .-

;.NAc.AcA. is-byisby-- re-instatingreinstatingre.mslalmgremslalmg-. the tratra-

ditional
tra-tra¬.-

ditionaldUlonal vafuesvJfuesvalues, ""WeWe are teach-

ing
teachteach-¬.-

ing109 culture , the traditions soso-

they
so-

theytheytheywon'ttheywontwon- 'two- ntwon- 'two- ntwont' be forgotten TeachTeach-

Ihe

Teach-

thetheIhe languagelanguJge so it won- 'two- ntwon- 'two- ntwon- 'two- nt' be forfor-

gollen
for-

gotten
for-for¬-

gottengollen
gotten"IIgollen"IIgotten"it""IIII"itit "'we'ee are taught to0[ looklook-

onlv
look-

onlyonlvonly jlJIat mJtenalmJlenalmaterial thingsthmgs then wewe-

Jre
we-

areareJre ja dvingd\lngdlngdying\ culture .,
" ssaIdsaId-

SchJeffer
said-

SchaefferSchjeflerSchJefferSchaeffer
SchjeflerAndSchJefferAndSchaefferAnd

And he toldtuld the groupgroupthatthatthat-

III

that-

theyIIIthevtheyIIIIn" \can\InIn, '.'livelive.ltveltve inm the westernwestern-

world
western-

worldworld but you don'tdontdo'tdot, ' have 10-

gl.e
to10to-

gleegiregl.egleglee. up thetheulture\culture\ultureultureultureIce\VVe\IceIceWe cancan-

leJrn
can-

learnlearnleJrn it ., teachteachItit and livehve .it.11ii.-
1hlhe

".
\Millie\hlhehlhe BuckBuckofof AhtnaAhina talkedtalked-

ofol01of how shshe
"

led the fightfiltht inm

her region to get a bilingualblhngualbilingual-

education
blhngual-

educatIoneducation programprogran ! inm thethe-

schools5<..l1oolsl1oolsschoolsals She saidsJld her fightfiltht wwaswas-

longlonglong and ftsutratmgfrsutratmgfrsutratingfrsutratmgI"-"ii-I1 oftenoften-

d

often-

left
often-

leftleft the school board meelmgsmeetingsmeelmgs-

In

meetings-

inIn tears .
,"" she saidd . but perse-

vered
perse-

vered
perse-perse -

veredveredandandandwaswas successful-

But
successfulsuccessful-

But
successful-

ButBut despite her success ,.

she said that the school pro-
gram

propro-¬.-

gram can'tcant' do it all . ""NativeNativeWNatlve"Native-

parents
WNatlv-

eparentsparents havehJve, to workwOl'kwOlkwOl'kwithworkwith' with thethe-

young
the-

youngyoung.. Just living a lifehfe of com-
fort

com-
fort

comcom-¬-

fort isn'tisnt' enough ".
She says that she cooks in1in-

thethe !traditionalradlllonal way and oftenoften-

VISits

often-

visitsvisits her mother to speakspeakinin1in-

herher Native llanguagelanguage-

And
language-

And
nguagenguage-

AndAnd she warned that all NaNa-

tIVes

Na-

tives
Na-Na¬-

tives should use theirthell tradition-
at

traditiontradlltontradition- ¬.-

aalat! skillsskus! of huntinghuntmg , fishingfishmg ,
trappingtrappmg and cookingcookmg becausebecause-

who
because-

whowho knows when we may havehave-
to

have-
toto use them .

,""
David Katzeek , the presipresl ¬'.

dentHentageFoundationHeritageFoundationof the Sealaska HeritageHentage
Foundation ,. tctold the dele-

gates
deledele-.-

gates that they imust recogJ1l7erecogn17erecogJ1l7-
ethat

recogn17e-
thatthat theytheyareare ""moremore than cedarcedar-

and
cedar-

andand beadworkbeadwor "

He gold the delegates toto-

think
to-

thmkthinkthmk back to the storiesstones ofof-

their
of-

thelltheirthell youthyouthandand to seek dedeeperdeeper-
messages

deeper-
messagesmessages wlthmwithin them ""MyMy"My-

grandparents
"My-

grandparentsgrandparents used to tell meme-

stones
me-

storiesstonesstories andandwhenwhen I asked whatwhat-

they
what-

theythey meant - they saidsaid-

'There
said-

'There'''ThereThere wtJIwillwtJIcomewillcomecome Ja, tune whenwhen-

you
when-

youyou will understand thethe-

musIc
the-

musicmusIc ., stonesstories ., song and thethe-

dance
the-

ddnce " ,'ddncedance
He told the group thatthat-

Babe
that-

BabeBabe WlliamsWilliams, ""graspedgrasped the

spmtspirit of the stones he told ""
and KatzeekKatzeeksaidsaid the delegatesdelegates-

should
delegates-

shouldshould try to grasp the mean-

Irgs
mean-meanmean-

ings

--

Irgsings, of their grandparents '
stonesstories
stonesGeorgldnastoriesGeorgiana

GeorgunaGeorgldnaGeorgiana LincolnLmcoln of Doy-
on

Doy-
on

Doy-
on

Doy-Doy--

on talkedUlked of the traditiontradll10n ofof-

sharmg
of-

sharingsharingsharmg that used to be soso-

prevalent
so-

prevalentprevalent in NativeNalJve culturescultures-
and

cultures-
andand sheslie spoke of today'stodays' pract-
ICe

prac-

tice
pracprac--¬-

tice ofofmarkedmarked trap lineshnes and-
staked

andand-
stakedslakedstaked out claimsc1auns ..

'""TraditionTradition'TradlllOnTradlllOn' means sharingsharmg .
What'sWhats'' minemme is yours You areare-
welcome

are-
welcomewelcome in my house anyany-

time
any-

tmetimetme 1II trust you . I love you . "
She said she is findingfmdmg more-

and
moremore-

andand more of her people caughtcaught-
up

caught-
upup inm the Western influencesinfluences-

and
influences-

andand isJS worriedworned by that ""II"Iwentwentwent-
to

went-
toto a village to participate , in a-

very
a-

very
ta

very importantunportant meetingmeetmg . AA-

woman
A-

womanwoman came inm and asked howhow-

long
how-

longlong the meetingmeetmg would lastlast-
because

last-

becausebecause she wanted to watch-
Mork

watchwatch-
MorkMorkMorkandand MindyMmdy on television .

Is that traditionIradltlon '?" To set aSIde-
what

asideaside-
whatwhat we have got to maintainmamtam

inm order to watch a television-

show
teltovislOn-

show
televisionteltovislOn

show ? "

Oscar KawagleyKawagJey of Benng-

Straits
BeringBenngBering-

StraitsStraits , talkedtalkedofofofaa projectproject-
which

project-
whichwhich has begun in1 his regionregion-

to
region-

to
region-

toto record the memoriesmemones of hhIShIS-

regIOn's
his-

region'sregion'sregions' elders for future gen-

erations
gen-

erations
gengen-¬-

erations
erationsThe

The region obtainedobtamed a grantgrant-

from
grant-

fromfrom the NationalNaltOnal Endowment-
for

EndowmentEndowment-
forfor the Arts to record the stor-

Ies

stor-

ies
storstor-¬-

ies and memoriesmemones ofofvillageVillag-

eelders

village-

elders
village

elders for use in10 the regionregion-
only

region-
onlyonly .

He said each village will bebe-

able
be-

ableable to record what they wantwant-
in

want-
inin theirtheIT NativeNallve language .

He saidsl1d: two people in each-

village
eacheach-

villagevillage are workingworkmg on the pro-

Ject
propro-pro-

ject
¬-

ject which willwIllnotnot be released-

for
releasedreleased-

forfor inyoneanyone outside the village ..

The_

'

project will includemcJude hfe-

histones
lifehfelife-

historieshistorieshistones , personpersonal expenencesexperiences ,
names , places , knowledge ofof-

huntmg
of-

huntinghuntinghuntmg and food preservation ,
myths ,. legends ,. beliefsbehefs , andand-
much

and-
muchmuchmuchotherother informationmformatlon


