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The
LETTERSThe

need for Mt . Edgecumbe
To the EditorEditor-

II had the prmlefpnvtlegeprivilege ofofattendattend-

ing

attend-
mg

attend-attend-

ingmg Mt . EdgecuEdgecumbEdgecumbe" HighHigh-

school
High-

schoolschool for two years and inmin-

my
m-

mymy seniorsemor year , I was thethe-

student
the-

studentstudent council presidentprestdent . I1 , asas-

weD

as-

wellwellweDweDaswellasas many others,, werewere-

very
were-

veryvery pleased and happy toto-

learn
to-

learnlearn that the Alaska Federa-

tIon

Federa-

tion
FederaFedera-¬-

tion of NaNativestlves decided to inin-

vestigate
m-

vestlgate
m-min-in¬-

vestigatevestlgate the possibility of filfil-

ing
fil-fil¬.-

ingmg a lawsuit againstagamst the fed-

eral
fed-

eral
fedfed-¬-

eral government to keep MMtMt-

Edgecumbe
tt-

EdgecumbeEdgecumbe High School open .

Because I believebeheve so stronglystrongly-

for
strongly-

forfor the need of Mt EdgecumbeEdgecumbe-

High

Edgecumbe-

HighHigh School., andnd care so muchmuch-

about
much-

aboutabout the future ofofnotnot onlyonly-

the
only-

thethe students who are attend-

mg

attendattend- ¬.-

ingIDgmg Mt . EdgecEdgecumbe"" "HIghHIgh-

School
High-

School

1"

School , but thothose who willwill-

attend
will-

attendattend inm the future , I felt II-

had

I-

hadhidhad to wntewrite this letterletter-

The
letter-

TheThe ISSUes I want to bnngbringbnng-

before
bring-

beforebefore you today now willwtllwill-

have
wtll-

havehave a tremendous 1I11pac-

tupon

impact1I11pactimpact-

uponupon the students at MtMt-

Edgecumbe
Mt-

EdgecumbeEdgecumbe High School iasas-

well
as-

wellwellwellasas the future generationgenerabonsgenerations . ..

The reason why Mt . Edge-

cum
Edge-

cumbe
EdgeEdge-¬-

cumcumbebe HighHtgh School exists IS-

for
isis-

forfor the ..tudentudenttudentiistudents,. ' I would apap-

preciate
ap-

prectate
ap-ap¬-

preciateprectate it if I could have youryour-

undIVided
your-

undividedundivided attention for a fewfew-

moments
few-

momentsmoments" ents bbecause what' ' "I 'havehave-

to
have-

toto sayy concon-

and
comes from the heartshearts-

and
hearts-

andand mindsmmds of many concernedconcerned-
students

concerned-
studentsstudents and pparentsparents-parentsI,

- .- 'I .wouldwould-

hke
would-

like

. . ..MM

likehke to share with you somesome-

comments
some-

commentscomments , concerns and feel-

ings

feelfeel- .-

mgsings .

SinceSmce 1947 ,. MtMt.. EdgecumbeEdgecumbe-
High

Edgecumbe-
HighHigh School has maJOtamed-

high
maintained-

high
maintainedmaJOtamedmaJOtamedamaintaineda a

high standard of quality inmin-

meeting
m-

meetingmeeting the educational needsneeds-

of
needs-

ofof the young Native studentsstudents-
of

students-
ofof Alaska .

At M.E.H.SMEH.SMEHS. . . . there isu anan-

opportunity
an-

opportunityopportunity for interactioninteraction-
wIth

interaction-
withwith many other Native tribaltribal-

groups
tribal-

groupsgroups . The socialization thatthat-

takes
that-

takestakes place when YupiksYuptks , ([Inu-

ru

Inu-Inununu-

plats
nu-nu-.

plats,, Athabascansru , Aleuts ,

ThngItsTlingits , Haidas , and TS1l11pshTstmpsh-Tstmpsh .-

eanscans interact creates an invainval-

uable
inval-inval(.-

uable experience that cannotcannot-
be

cannot-
bebe replaced ! ThIS interaction ofof-

the
of-

thethe cultures is something thaiI-

S
thatthaithat-

isis rare and special that cannotcannot-
be

cannot-
bebe obtainedobtaJOed anywhere else . AtAt-

M.E.H.S
At-

M.E.H.SM.E.H.SMEH.SMEHS. . . . , young Native stustu-

dents
stu-

dents
stu-stu¬-

dents from the Bethel area .,

Lower KuskokwunKuskokwim area , (Inter-

ior
InterInter-nler ¬.-

iorlor , Aleutian Chain , PribPribdofPribilofPribilof-
Islands

ofof-

IslandsIslands , as wellweD as SoutheastSoutheast-
Alaska

Southeast-
AlaskaAlaska are brought togethertogether-
and

together-
andand become like one big fam-

ily
famfam-¬.-

ilydy .

Mt . Edgecumbe High SchoolSchool-

proVIdes

School-

providesprovides an opportunityopportumty to dede-

velop
de-de-¬.

velop self-relianceselfrelianceself.rellanceselfrellance-. , respresponsibili-

ty
responsibiliresponsibili-lSlbllI ¬.-

ty , andandanan awareness ofofwhatwhatwhat-

the
what-

thethe future holds . The oppor-

tumttes
oppor-

tunities
opporoppor-¬-

tunitiestumttes to develop leadershipleadership-

areare limitlessllltlltiess . The leaders thatthat-

have
that-

havehave been produced at ourour-

school
our-

schoolschool are outstandingoutstandmg .

Through the many years thatthat-
M

that-
MM EJi.SEJiSE.H.SEH.SEHS.. . has been inlit opera ¬.
tiontlon it has provided doctors ,

lawyers , teachers , and stustu-

dents
stu-stu¬.-

dents that have dedicateddedicated-
themselves

dedicated-
themselvesthemselves to helpinghelpmg their pepe-

ople
pe-

ople
pe-pe¬-

ople and have become assets toto-

society
to-

societysociety
societyMt

Mt Edgecumbe High SchoolSchool-

provides
School-

providesprovides a challengingchallengmg curricu-

lum
curricu-

lum
curricucurricu-¬-

lum that mollvamotivatestes a desire toto-

further
to-

furtherfurther our education BecauseBecause-

of
Because-

ofof these invaluablel'IvaluablelIvaluable' opportu-
mtles

opportu-
nities

opportuopportu- ¬-

nitiesmtles that M E.H.SEH.SEHSE.H.5EH.5EH5E.HS. .. . offers ,

theirthelT paenparents, Is are willingwtllmg toto-

make
to-

makemake such a big sacrificesacnfice toto-

allow
to-

allowallow theirthelT children to leaveleave-

the
leave-

theirthetheirIT homes , yet they choosechoose-

toto send their children toto-

M.E.H.5
to-

M.E.H.SM.E.H5-ME.H5M.E.H5MEH5M.E.H.5MEH.5M.E.H.SMEH.SMEHSM.E.H5even. . .. -. , even inm many vilvil-

lages

vil-vil¬-.
lages where there are highhigh-

schools
high-

schoolsschools because they knowknow-

M.E.H.5
know-

M.E.H.SM.E.H.SMEH.SMEHSM.E.H.5MEH.5MEH5. . .. . provides a better prepre-

paration
pre-pre¬.-

parationparatlon for the future .

The special benefits that areare-

provided
are-

providedprovidedprovidedatat M.E.H.SMEH.SMEHSM.E.H.5MEH.5MEH5. . ... . cannotcannot-
be

cannot-
bebebereplacedreplaced so quickly ! It isis-

not
is-

notnot easy to establish suchsuch-

quaht
such-

quality
suchaa

quahtqualityqualityschool)' school as Mt . Edge-

cumbe
Edge-

cumbe
EdgeEdge-¬-

cumbe High School.. For 3434-

years
34-

yearsyears , , M.E.H.SMEH.SMEHS. . . . has been strivstriv-¬-

ing year after yiyear_ . to obtain-

this
obtamobtainobtam-

thISthis quality . An alternativealternative-
such

alternative-
suchsuch as M.E.H.SMEH.SMEHS. . ... . is necessarynecessary-

not
necessary-

notnot only to meet the educa-
1I0nal

educa-

tional
educaeduca-¬-

tional1I0nal needs , but is Vltany-
tleed"d

vitallyVltanyvitally-
neededneededtleed"dtleedd" because ofcf the socIal-

problems
socialsocial-

problemsproblems such as brokenbroken-

homes
broken-

homeshomes , alcohol , and drugdrug-

abuse
drug-

abuseabuse , among others that1hat1hatoccur1hatoccur-
in

<occurcurcur-

inin many rural areas through ¬.

out Alaska . The health and soc-

ial
socsoc-¬.-

ialtal services that are proVIded-

at
provided

at M.E.H.SMEH.SMEHSM.E.H.5MEH.5MEH5. .. .. . are not avail-

able
availavail- ¬.-

able inm many rural areas . ThereThere-

must
There-

mustmust be this , alternativei'9Ci9C' !

Education is the babasis* ! nfofof-

growing
of-

growmggrowinggrowmg and learningleammg to hvlive," in-

our
minm-

ourour society and ;is nec"ssarynecssarynecessary" IfIf-

a

if-

aa person is to lelead<_ a contnbu-
tlng

contribu-
ting

contnbu-contnbucontribu-contribu-

tingtlng life . If M.E.H.SMEH.SMEHSM.E.H.5MEH.5MEH5M.E.HSME.HS. . .. . closcloses ,

the educationeducatJon of 'Alaska'Alaska wwillwill-

definitely
ll-

defiOltelydefinitelydefiOltely be set backbackSOso farfar-

that
far-

thatthat it will be too late , andand-
the

and-
thethe state will suffer the conse-
quences

conseconse-¬.-

quences .

Any amount of money can-

not
cancan-¬.-

not equal the opportunityopportumty , oror-

pnvdeges
or-

privilegesprivilegespnvdeges to receive an educa ¬.

tiontlon . The issue of who is rere-

sponsIble
re-

sponsible
re-re¬-

sponsible for the education ofof-
Native

of-
NativeNative children in Alaska is aa-

complex
a-

complexcomplex one . The Alaska Con-

stitution
Con-

stitution
ConCon-¬-

stitution requires the state toto-

"maintain
to-

"mamtam""maintainmaintain"mamtammamtam a system of publIc-

schools
publicpublic-

schoolsschools open to allaUan the childrenchildren-

of
children-

ofof the stateslate . "
On the other hand , it hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen recognizedrecogmzed that it is thethe-

responsIbility
the-

responsibilityresponsibility and goal ofof-
the

of-
thethe federal government to pro-
vide

propro-pro-
vide

-¬-
vide comprehensIVe educationeducation-
programs

education-
programsprogramsms andandservicesservices Ifor (inn .

dlansdians indand Alaska NatNatives' . I'mImI'm-
not

I'm-
not

'
not writingriling about hohow muchmuch-
money

much-
moneyloneymoney it will cost the federalfederal-
oror state govegovernment , or statestate-
against

state-
againstagainst federal , or federalfederal-
against

federal-
againstagainst state ! (I'mIm''mm writing aboutabout-
human

about-
humanhuman lives .- students , parents ,
familiesfarmlies , and teachers thatthatwill--willwillwill-
be

will-
bebe individually hurt if thethe-
the

the-
thethe' formulationfOnTIulation of ia plan ofof-

action
of-

actionaction for MtMt.. Edgecumbe isis-

Continued
is-

Continued(fContinuedContinued on Page Five )



Fight for MtMtEdgecumbe. Edgecumbe

( ContinuedContmued Iromfrom PagePdge Two )

not properly administeredadmmlSteredadministered-
It

admmlStered-

ItItItmednsmeansmedns so much to soso-

many
so-

manymany people ot01of AljskjAldskdAlaska ,iff MthitMt-

I.dgecumbe
hit-

Edgecumbe:.bdgecumbeI.dgecumbeIdgecumbeEdgecumbe High School wouldwould-

be

would-

bebe given a chance to prove howhow-

much
how-

muchmuch it can anddnddndwIllandwillwill do for-

the
lorforlor-

thethe Natives students ot01of AldsAlaskaAlaska-

Such
aa-

SuchSuch an alternative jsdSas MtMt-

Edgecumbe
Mt-

I.dgecumbe:.tdgecumbeI.dgecumbeIdgecumbeEdgecumbe High School gIVe-

sstudents
givesgives-

studentsstudents the opportunityopportuOlt toto-

gel

to-

getgetgel away Iromfrom a troubled enen-

icnt

en-

vironment
en-en-.

vltonmenlvironmenticnt and the opportu-
3

opportu-
nely

opportu-opportuopporlu-.

OItynely 10to3 become someone toto-

hJve

to-

hivehavehJvehive dreams .- to have goalsgOJls .,

dlsoalso even the opportunltopportunity for-

religion
lorforlor-

rellgtonrellgtonreligion to become dnan uninun-

portdnl
in-

portantportdnlportant dndanddndmostandmostmost neededneededrolerolerole-

in10in thCHtheir lives I hddhad these op-

portun.tes
op-

portunities
op-op-

portun.tesportuntesportunities. , dndand thdthat' IS whwhywhy-

otherolherother people and I hdvehave fought-

prayed
fouglltfoughtfougllt-

prdprdprayedprayedandededdnddndand worked together in-

hope
minm-

hopehope Ihdtthat Mt :.I.dgecumbeIdgecumbeEdgecumbe H'ghHghHighH'gh-

School
High-

School
'

SchoolSchoolwlISchoolwillwlIwillwlIconlmuewillcontinue, conlmuecontinue JSas an edu-

cational
eduedu-.-

catlonalcational alternative so the to-

lure
tutotu-

tureturelure Native students 01of AlasAlaskaAlaska-

will
dd-

wllwllwill, also hdvehave Ihesethese opportun-
tics

opportun-opportunopportuneopportune-
i

, -

iticstestes-

II defdefinitelyl1ltely leelfeel thJthat! the ad-

vantages

ad-

vdntdges
ad-ad-

vdntdgesvantages outweIgh the dlsad-dlsaddisad-disad -

vdntdgesvantages for filing a lawsuitlawsuit.-

gams
lawsuit-

against..gamsgamsagainst! the federal governmentgovernment-
by

government-
byby Ihethe AIJskdAlaska FederdllOnFederation 01of0-

1'atlves
of-

Natives''atlvesatlvesNatives 10to postpone Ihethe clos-

ute
dosclos-clos.-

''lielieute of MIMt :.I.dgecumbeIdgecumbeEdgecumbe HIghHIgh-

School
High-

SchoolSchool '

ThIs deuslondecision 01of01dofada poss.blepossblepossibleposs.blel-

aWSU1l

possible-

lawsuit

.

laWSU1llawsuit lromfrom Ihethe Alaska FederFeder-

anon
Feder-

atlonatlonanon of NallvesNatives IS a very cruccruc-

ial

cruc-

lallalial one I would like to JSaskaskoror

urge anvoneanyone who Cdncan and willwill-

support
will-

supportsupport MIMt :IdgecumheEdgecumbe High-

School
IlighHighIligh-

SdlO,1SdlO,1SdlO1School., to .actI nolnow' hetorebefore ..11itit-

is'is5 too IdlelateIdle-

I

late-

II 'I'ouldIouldwould behe romemoteromehon\\honhonthan happy-

to
hopIhappy"

10to dSS"tdSStassist" In JOCans ""JJway' IIdllIan, dllan 10fo10-

help
fo-

helphelphelpcomecome tllto Ja , ''klu"onkluononlusion' , " 1<toto-

help
)

help mmymyatave, '\'JI"eJIe\ataveatave" people becJubecausebecause-
I

><
I knownol' thdlthat ..ttit dany'" Ihlnthing i" ,

'I'orthIorthworth I'ghtlngIghtlngfighting' lortor JndandJnd"Jlldandstand""JlldJlldstand

mgutgmguputgupup torfor It bIs /I/tItitt few-
mhe fehdgehdge-
cumhe

#
wmhecumhe Ifl/rhIflrhhigh/ School, hoo/hoohoo1/'' 1I helbelreeebelreee-

in
".

In lit11t Edgecumbed/rdr/ ' " umh !11te-
hSchool

lIth11teh
Schoolchool 1I Itlyre; " lit Edgecumbe-

lligh
fd/recumhefdrecumheEdgecumbefdrecumhe-

IliIh
//I/liIhIliIhlligh Sch1School" " 1f irekd! It11 lJis Jdi, II-

Iflltel
I-

imteliIfllte/lIflltelimteli/ "neededneededin,''dedded'dedInIn Ihthe, HatestateHate-

"f
state-

vi""ffvi 4laskala , 1. " I/easIeasPlease' / , hell'' U-

'eel
U\Uut\ . "

4''eeleel'eelIeen' /IIit/ "oftnoftn-

Donna

1' ,' '

DonndDonna Lee ""musmuskious"mus-
Barrol

kious-
BarrowBarrolBarrowBarrol1' \1\15k\1)1. ' ))1/)11)99)/)12"' 2_ ;:


