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Chief Andrew Isaac , traditional chief of the Tanana Chiefs Conference told the dele-
gates

deledele-dele-
gates

-¬-
gatesstillIndianat the recent AFN convention , ""AsAsuAJ long as your name is Indian , you are still
Indian . " Chief Isaac called for Alaska Natives to unite in matters concerning them ..,

Chiefchief ' Andrew Isaacs : YouY areare stillstil IndiansI.ndians
.

The most moving cry forfor-

unity
for-

unityunity among AlaAlaskaka NativesNatives-

was
Natives-

waswas put by ChiefChiefAndrew-.-AndrewAndrew.Andrew II-

Isaacs

I-

IsaacsIsaacs., traditional chief of the

.- - --

Tanana Chiefs Conference whowho-

told
who-

toldtold young and old delegatesdelegates-

atat the AFN convention ""II"I-

want
11-

wantwant you pe<)peopleple to join toto-to-¬

gether . Don'tDont' think you areare-

different
are-

differentdifferent tribestnbes .

""YouYou are still Indians . SoSo-

long
So-

longlong' as your namname ais IndianInd18n

you are Indian ".
"""SoSo long as you live inm thethe-

USA

the-

USAUSA you'reyoure' AmericanAmencan .

""YouYou belong to Alaska .,
""

Chief Isaacs told the groupgroup-

he
group-

hehe doesn'tdoesnt'' understand the propro-pro-
perty

pro-
perty

-¬

perty rights afforded by thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska Native ClaunsClaims Settle-

ment
SettleSettle-.-

jnentment Act ".
""II don'tdont' know where' your

40 mmillionlion acres ' II-

I
been settledsettled-

II thinkthmk the whole of Alaska-

think
AlaskaAlaska-

II think that'sthats'' me ".
He spoke brieflybnefly of hI-

Spartlclpatmg
hishis-

participatingparticipatingpartlclpatmg inm the fight forfor-

Native
for-

NativeNative land claims and he sai-
dthe

saidsaid-

the--'--thethe"the- youngeryoonger generation askedasked-

me
askedasked-

meme ,
"''"WeWe'We can'tcant' manage itIIit-ititWe..- WeWe-

may
We-

maymay need townships ' I toldtold-

them
told-

themthem my grandfagrandfatherther nevernever-

tell
never-

telltell me lOwnshlps-

"Alasaka
townshipslOwnshlpstownships-

"Alasaka
townships-

"Alasaka""AlasakaAlasaka is our home WeWe-

hve
We-

livelivehve it We born here raisedral50draised-
here

ral50d-
herehere andandraIsedraIsedraIsedourour ..hlldrenhlldrenshddrenshddren-

here
.hlldren-

herehere ."
Chief Isaacs told the deledele-

gales
dele-

gatesgatesgales that the drivednve to takilaketake

subsistence .Wishing.fIShingfIShing rightsrlghts frofromfrom-

Natives
from-

NativesNatives ""isis foolishfoolish,," and thethe-

group
the-

groupgroup roared itsItupprovaLItupprovaL-
"My

approval .

""MyMy grandfather saw rabbIrabbit! ,

he go shoot it . He sawsawmoose--moosemoose ,

he shot it Today I take mymy-

fishing
my-

flSlungfishingflSlung rodrod0\to\00 fishflSlt.,, and herehere-

comes
here-

comescomes somebodynebody tellingtellmg meme-

you
me-

youyou can'tcantcan'lcanl' fish..
The -84-ysar-old84ysarold84-YI:3J-oldYI:3JYI3J84-year-oldyear-- :'-- Isaacs ,

wearingwcanngweanng his traditionallradll10nal beadedbeaded-

hide
beaded-

hidehide vest , headgear and mitmltmitemite-

tens
¬.

tens ,. toldlOld the group that hehe-

was
he-

waswas sorry for the youngeryounger-

generatIon
younger-

generationgeneration because thethey) don'tdontdon't-
know

don't-
know

.''
know the joy of bvbvmgliving a trUetrUe-

subSislence
true-

subsistencesubSislencesubsistence lifestyle .
""TheThe way the younger gen-

era
gen-

eration
gen-

itiongoin
gen-gen-

eraeration' itiongoinlion gomgoin . )youOU gelget inm hardhard-

ics
hard-

lunes
hard-

timeslunestimesics . youyou lose-loseloseThis--. This world ,

you re notnotnotgomggoinggomg to enjoy UfelifeUfe-

all

life-

allall theIhe timeurne ""

He "ended"ndednded by tellingtelhng Ihe-

delegates
theIhethe-

delegatesdelegates to lakesake ,careare of their-

old
theutheirtheu-

oldold people to10 .care.areare tor themthem-

and
them-

andand Irstenxohstentolistento,, themthem-

And

them-

And

them-

AndAnd then the <chiethl<''tt ''tepped-
back

Mepped'teppedteppedsteppedstepped-

back1backck ., waved to the standingstandmgstanding-

crowd
standing-

jwd
standmg-

crowdcrowdjwd and walked offofT Ihe-

stage
theIhethe-

stage
the-

stagestage with a. proud smsmOesmilee on hIS-

face
hishis-

faceface


