
Roustabout training .for villagers working well
After a full year 10in opera-

tion
opera-

tlon
opera-opera-

tlontion , Alaska UnatedUnited DnlhngDrillingDnlhng-

Corporatlon's
Drilling-

Corporation'sCorporatlon'sCorporatlonsCorporation'sCorporations ' roustabout train-

ing
tramtrain-train.-

109ing program for InuptatInuprat Eski-

mos
Eski-EskiEski-

mos
--

mos has beenen expanded to pro-

uppurlunitios
pro-propro-

vide
pro-

vide
--

vide; uppurlunitiosopportunatlesopportunities in10 higherhigher-

paying
higher-

paymgpaymgpayinging professional posItions-
tor

positionspositions-
tartortar shareholders in10 three ofof-

the
of-

thethe state'sstates' Alaska NativeNattve re-

gional
re-

gional
re-

hip

re-re-

gional corporationscorporations-
The

corporations-
TheThe ownershiphip of AlaskaAlaska-

Unated

Alaska-

UnitedUnatedUnited DnlhngDrilling , Alaska'sAlaskas' onlyonly-

locally
only-

locallylocallyilly owned oil011 drillingdnllmg firm ,.

was_ j expanded this year withwith-

the
with-

thethee participation of thebe! Bns-
1

Bns-BnsBmBris-BrisBris-

tol
-.

tol1 Bay Native Corp and thethe-

Sealaska
the-

SealaskaSealaskaalaska CorpCorp-

The

Corp-

TheThe trainingtrammg program bebeganbegan-

in10in 19801'1801180' when Alaska Unated-

assembled
United-

assembled
UnueuUnatedUnitedUnueu-

sembledsembledassembled two drillingdnlhng rigsngs inmin-

Anchorage
in-

nthorage
m-

AnchoragenthorageAnchorage priorpnor to10 truckingtruckmg

them to Prudhoe BayeayeaywhereBaywherewherewhere-

they
where-

theythey are now in10 service . SinceSince-

the
Since-

thethe drdrillinghng ngsrigs have opemngs-

for
openingsopemngsopenings-

forfor workmen in10 a varietyvanetyvanetyofvarietyofofof-

trades
of-

tradestrades and at a broad range ofof-

skill
of-

skillskill levels , the rumfirm decIdeddecIded-

toto traintram NANA shareholdersshareholders-
forfor roustabout ,. or beginner'sbeginnersbeginner's-

level

beginner's-

level

'
levelvel ., jobs NineNme men havehave-

successfully
have-

successfullysuccessfully completed tram-

mg
traintramtram-¬.-

109-

F
109-

ollow1Og
ing109mging-

Following
mg-

FollowingFFollowingollow1Og an eight-weekeightweekelght.weekelghtweekeightweek-
training

elght.week-

tralnmg

-.

tralnmgtrainingtramine course in10 OOilfieldOilfield-

Technology
fieldfield-

TechnologyTechnologyy aatt the SewardSeward3-

KU1

Seward-

Sk

Seward-

Skill3KU1SkSkilll v-eniervenierCenter- ,., the tramrtrameestrainees trans-

ferred
transtrans-.-

ferred to Anchorage wherewhere-

they
where-

theythey assembled and disas-

sembled
disasdlSasdisas- ¬,-

sembled the new drilldnll ngs-

They
rigsngsrigs-

TheyThey joinedJomed the firstfint crews onon-

the
on-

thethe rigsngs at Prudhoe Bay a fewfew-

weeks
few-

weeksweeks lalaterter

""SinceSince"SmceSmce then ," said DallasDallas-

Cross

Dallas-

CrossCross , personnel manager forfor-

Alaska

for-

AlaskaAlaska UnitedUmted , ""thethe men havehave-

been

have-

beenbeen unpressmgimpressing almost every-

one
everyevery-.-

one they'vetheyve' come 10in contactcontact-

with

contact-

withwith . "
""TheyTheyi hey workedwoiked so well ththatthat-

almost

that-

almost

*

almost' lost as soon 15as they got onon-

the

on-

thethe job , they were ready toto-

take

to-

taketake on more complicatedcomplicated-
work

complicated-
workwork , " he added .

In June , 1981 , Alaska Unat-

ed

Unit-

ed
UnitUnat-UnatUnit-¬-

ed President Robert McCleskeyMcCleskey-

approved

McCleskey-

approvedapprovedapprovedaa suggestionsstion that thethe-

trainee

the-

trameetrameetrainee program be expandedexpanded-
toto include the more demanding-
tasks

demandmgdemandingdemandmg-
tasks

nanding
tasks of the drillingdnlling floor .

Roustabouts in10 an oil fieldfield-

can

field-

cancan roughly be compared toto-

laborers

to-

laborerslaborers on a constructionconstructton pro-

Ject

pro-

ject

propro-¬-

ject . Floom1enFloonrienFloormen on a drillingdnllmg

rigfig are in more specializedspecl3hzed popo-popos-

itions
pos-

itions
-¬

sitions , actually operatingoperatmp, thethe-

dnlhng
the-

drillingdrillingdnlhng machinerymachmery and takingtaklfigtaking-

responsibility
taklfig-

responslbresponslbresponsibilitylty for the prog-

ress

prog-

ress

progprog-¬-

ress of the drillingdnlhng work . AtAt-

Prudhoe

At-

PrudhoePrudhoe ,. that means almost-

three
almost-

three
almost

three miles of pipe every timetune aa-

well

a-

wellwell is drilleddnlled into Amenca's-
largest

America'sAmericasAmenca'sAmencasAmerica's-
largest

America's-
srvoir

'
largest proven oil reservoirsrvoir .

The workworkisasis hardUJ , fast andand-

dangerous
and-

dangerousdangerous . It alsoi pays well .,

Roustabout traineestramees earn S$
$S13.93S1393513.9351393$13.9313.931393. an hour , workingworkmg two-

weeks
two-

weeks
two-

weeks
two-two-

weeks on and two-weekstwoweeks-- offoff-

inin10 1I2-hour2hour12-hour12-- shifts ., Most of themthem-

can

them-

cancan expect to make $$40,00040000$40,000-
a

,

a year . TraineesTramees on the ddrilldrill--drill-

ing

ll-

109

ll-ll¬-
ing109 floor can expect to make

25 percent more .

The changes inm lifestylehfestyle thatthat-

working

that-

workingworking in10 the Prudhoe Bay

oilot! patch has brought to thethe-

men
the-

menmen of NorthweitemNorthwestern AlaskaAlaska-

has
Alaska-

hashas been measurable , accordingaccordlfigaccordlfig-

to
according-

toto company officials .

Two weeks on the job andand-

one
and-

oneone or two weeks off meansmeans-

they
means-

theythey still can participatepartIClpa\epartIClpae\ in thethe-

activities
the-

activitiesactivities which form a majormajor-

part

major-

partpart of their culturaleultural back-

ground

back-

ground
backback-¬-

ground . A pprimarymary activity isis-

hunting

is-

huntinghunting for the winter meatmeat-

supply

meat-

supplysupply .

""It'sIts' a pretty egood°°d Job .,
"

said Alfred Gregg of Kotze-

bue

Kotze-

bue

Kotze-

bue

Kotze-Kotze-

bue as he and a roustaboutroustabout-

trainee

roustabout-

trameetraineetramee rolledroUedroiled a 30-foot30foot- long-

section

long-

section

long

section of well casing inintoto popo-po-

sItion

po-

sition

-¬

sition on the pipe storage leve-

lof

leve-

lof

level
of the ddrillingllmg rig.. Gregg hadhad-

been

had-

beenbeen a linemanhneman in Kotzebue ,.

workingworkingoddodd hours and notnot-

looking
not-

looktnglookinglooktng foiforward to much ofof-

future

of-

future
ofaa

future in10 tltl-

A

the Job-scarceJobscarce-- area .

A hugehuge forkhftforklift .carrying-

four
carrymgcarryingcarrymg-

fourfour sections of well asmg-
drove

casing-

drove
casingasmg

drove upuptoto the end of thethe-

pipe

the-

pipepipe room . The operator , anan-

other

an-an¬.-

other traineetramee , tipped the forksforks-

and

forks-

andand the four tons of pipepipe-

crashed
pipe-

crashedcrashed onto a pair of skidsskids-

Gregg

skids-

GreggGregg began rollingroiling his endend-

toward
end-

towardtoward the waiting stack . ""WeWe"We-

Just

WeWe-

justjust got through work withwrth thethe-

production

the-

productionproduction pipe ,;"' he said .

""II never dreamed that therethere-

were

there-

werewere so many different kinds-

of
kmdbkmdkinds,

of pipe ,.
" he added as aabroadbroadbroad-

smile

broad-

smilesmile spread slowly across hishis-

face

his-

faceface . ""SometimesSometimes"SometunesSometunes I( dream abouiaboulaboutaboul-

the

about-

thethe stuff ".
The trainingtrammg program forfor-

Gregg

for-

GreggGregg was easy . After only twotwo-

weeks
two-

weeksweeks on-the-jobonthejob- -- ., he was propro-

lOoted
pro-

motelmoledlOotedmotel to the lead roustaboul-
posilion

roustaboutroustaboulroustabout-
positionpositionposilion Thanks to the tramtraintrain-

ing

tram-

Inging program ,. he'llhell' have a craccrackcrack-

atat higher wages on the dnll-

floor
drilldnlldrill-

floorfloor


