‘Stemmlng from Gasline Proposals-—

Strong Words Issue Forth from Canadlan Indlan Chief

Cmmesy of -
NEWS OF THE NORTH

Indian chief Frank Pselei’ of

Fort Good Hope says that he:will’
lay down his life rather than see a’

pipeline built. down the
Mackenzie . River.
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.‘The chief;.

SO} .

‘comes. from
' ‘conviction

plpelme enquiry | last week,
attacked the plpelme applicants

and  Robert Blair, president of

Foothills Ltd. “in
particular.

Foothills “plans to" build an

Pipelines

all-Canadian ~ Mackenzie valley -~
pipeline, ‘while Canadian' Arctic -

Gas Ltd: would build alarger line

- to carry, American and Canadian
.-gas. Arctic Gas president Vern
. Horte' did ‘not attend the' Fort
~Good Hopehearings.

‘Thls Unborn
Child’

“Itis for this unborn child.

..that my nation will stop
the: pipeline. It is so that this
unborn child can  know the
freedom of thisland that [ am
willing to lay down my life.

*I cannot understand how
aman can live for wealthand
power, knowing  that  his
ambition and greed ‘is
destroying so much around
him. I do not eénvy you, Mr.
Blair, I feel sorry foryou.

‘“Somehow, -in ‘your -
carpeted boardrooms, .in
your panelled office, you are
. plotting to take away from
me the very centre of my
existence. You are stealing
my.soul.

“Don’t tell me you aré not
responsible. You are the 20th
century General Custer; you
have ‘come to destroy the
Dene nation.”

A shaken Robert Blair heard
the - Fort. Good Hope : chief
compare him- with a modern-day
Custer “planning the slaughter of
innocent Vietnamese.”

The  soft-spoken  Calgary

‘executive, who also heads up

Alberta Gas - Trunk Lines Ltd.,
told . reporters his' firm ' was
prepared to delay construction of
the pipeline so land claims could
be settled.’

.The strength of P’selei’s attack
the growing
in_ the Northwest
Territories ‘among Indians and

Eskimo people that construction

of the pipeline will be of .no
benefit to the north. . :
‘Indian communitjes, ‘in

‘I f Jammed Down
Their Throats’

“Foothills does not.choose
to install a pipeline through
any ' location if the  land
owners are strongly opposed
or arguing their claims.

“I think what has struck me
most is: the community of it

; (the native opposmon)

" *‘We. don’t put on
bullet-proof vests and’ run
over. them and we don’t call
for the Mounties. )

“I don’t,think anyone here

is close to violence.-But I can
see if this thing were. really
jammed down their throats
there could be sabotage and
sniping.
““It’s - quite. possible the
critical - factor: ‘that - may
require ‘more “time - than
anything else is good progress
toward settlement - of land
claims..”

particular, -are’ concluding
pipeline construction will be the
first stage. of massive
development 'to ‘meet ‘southern
needs that will destroy the Indlan
people.

The pipeline companies and,
federal government, contend -
native people will benefit from
the projects, but also argue the
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. decision must put the interests of

the Canadians first.

Using this principle, they
conclude the need for gas in:the
south outweighs' the damage a’

- ‘pipeline could cause in the north,

To press their point home, the
native people of the territories:
insist a pipeline be deferred until
a 'land ‘claims  settlement - “is
complete.

Blair's - willingness 'to - delay
construction :.recognizes. that '
determination, but also seeks to
avoid entangling his company in

* the ‘legal " web that '‘would be

created by construction ‘over
contested land. :

V.L. Horte, president of
Canadian Arctic Gas rejects
deferral of construction out of
hand; terming Blair’s suggestion
“self-serving.”

Arctic -Gas proposes-a 48-inch
line tomove gas from both Alaska
and the delta to markets in
Canada and the U.S. .

Ina press release Horte said, “A
pipeline is required in Canada’s
mterests as soon “as. it can be
built.” Horte reiterates - Arctic
Gas’ view that the line can be
built before land claims
settlement. o

“Construction of - the pipeline
could proceed without prejudice
to a settlement;. and should -
proceed without delay if it is
found by the government of
Canada to be required in . the
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interests ofCanadlans "

Horte claims Blair’s ability  to.
offer to.delay the project simply
recognizes. the - fact ‘insufficient
reserves are available at present to
justify an all-Canadian line.

Blair's flexibility of timingmay
give him'an important advantage
in - the eyes of government

- officials anxious. to avoid clashes

with'the people. of the territories.

If the native people have their
way, the pipeline will be delayed
pcrhaps mdeﬁmtely

CORRECTION

In Tundra Times on September
3, page 1 story, Interior Eskimos
-Seek Status, we reported that the
Interior Eskimos tribal petition is
supported by the Tanana'Chiefs." .’
This statement is not correct, and
we_ apologize: for the error.
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