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'Alaska'sAlaskas' ' peregrineperegrineperegtirie ' falconfatconfalcon-
populationspopulations-populations-. populationsarepi;>pulations -areare.are-,. followingffollowing-thefollowingthe-followingthes-
ame

llo'w.illow.illowi' 1g. ' theth-
es

the-
meSamessameme pattern which leiiled toto.thetotheto.the-

collapse

' .thethe. .th-
ecollapsecollapse ' ','

.-

of
o- f.
of ,". ,, peregrineperegrin falconfalcon-

populations
falcon-

populationspopulations , ininthe-thethe-, the lower 48,48,4-
8states

', 48-

statesstates , and the InteriorInterior-
Department's

Interior-
Department'sDepartment'sDepartments' U.SUS. . Fish 'andand' and-
Wildlife

and-
WildlifeWildlife ServiceSe'rvice

'
has appointedappointedaappointed-

recovery
appointed-

recovery
a

recovery team of experts to try toto-

arrest
to-

arrestarrest andandreversereverse this decline .,

The team leader is Don FrickieFriFrickie-
of

kiekie-

ofof the U.SUS. ., Fish and 'WildlifeWildlife'
.

Service in Fairbanks , Alaska ;

others are : Jerry McGpwanMcGowan of thethe-
Alaska<"'.: AlaslcaAlaska .DepartmentDepartment. of Fish andand-
Game

,

Game , Steve Leskosky
, of9f> f thethe-

Bureau
the-

BureauBureau of Land Management , andand-

Dr'. Dr . Clayton White of BrighamBrighamYoungYoung University . ,

The team will develop aa-

comprehen
a-

comprehensivecomprehensivecomprehen ive plan to reversereverse thethe-
p

the-
peregrine'speregrine'speregrinesp regrine'sregrines' precipitous decline .

, Of the three subspeciessubspecie, ofof-

'peregrine
of-

peregrineperegrine'peregrine' falcons that occuroccur inin-

AlaskaAlaskainAlaska; only Peale'sPeales' peregrine ofof-

the
of-

thethe Aleutian Islands andand-
southeastern

and-
southeasternsoutheastern coast is holding itsits-

own
its-

ownown .

The'the' AmericanAmeric.a1America1. ! peregrinepeJegrine; , whichwhich-
occurS

which-
occursoccurs in the coniferous forestsforests-
up

forests-
upup toto'the-treeto'thetothetree'thethe'thetree'the.treethe.treethetree' -treetree-. line , and theth arcticarctic-
ororr tundra peregrine , which occursocctlrsocctlrs-
on

occurs-
onon the treeless tundra of northernnorthern-
Alaskaf

northern-
AlaskaAlaskaAlaskafAlaskafCanada, Canada , and Greenland ,
are the species the team willwill-

concentrate
wil-

lconcentrateconcentrate upon .

The arctic peregrine is smallersmaller-
than

smaller-
thanthan the American peregrine andartdand-
paler" paler in color withwithaa bluish cast

dOmiivrtfngdominrtfngdominating: theth richer brownsbiowns . InInIn-

ha
In-

habitshabitsha bits , ' the two arearare ""' similar ,

however . They arereribwnedarare renowned forfor-

their
for-

theirtheir high-spechighspechigh-speedspeed- d ' aerialaefllattackattack toto-

catch
to-

catchcatch theirth ir preyprey on the wing .

In the 1950's1950s' when falcons inin-

'the
in-

the'the-'thethe'theUnited', the -. United,
StatesStatenSt teS , southernsouthern-

Canada
southern-

CanadaCanada , and Europe ' went into aa-

u'nprecedented
a-

unprecedentedUnprecedentedu'nprecedented' populationpopulationd-
ecline

populationd-
eclinedecline , those in Alaska andatldatld-
'northerrt

and-

'northernnorthern'northerrtnortherrt'northern' Canada seemed to ielielie-

immune
? e

immuneumurie'toumurieto' to the same 'difficuldifficul
'

difficultiesties .

By the latelate-latelate60's
-

60's60s' howeverhqwever , eveneven-

these
even-

thesethese birds began, to succumb toto-

the
to-

thethe effects ofofmartofman'sman'smansmart ''sl' activities .

Along thettle main stretchstretchofof ., thethe-
Colville

the-

ColvilleColville Rier in Alaska-AlaskaAlaskAlaskafor," -. forfor-

example
for-

exampleexample , 25 pairs nested in 1971..

Only nine nestsn sts were occupiedoccupied-
this

occupied-
thisthis year .,

Scientists fear thattoo t these ninenine-
pairs

nine-
pairspairs will be Unable totoraiseraise toto-

flight
to-

flightflight stage ' the averageaverage of twotwo-
young

two-
youngyoung perperpernest' nest needed just tototo-

keep
to-

keepkeep thettIe shrunken population atat-

its
tt-

itsits present level..

Several hundred nesting pairs ofof-

American
of-

AmericanAmerican and arcarctisUs peregrinesperegrines-
areare estimated to remain in Alaska .

.,. The weak link in the AlaskanAlaskan-

species
Alaskan-

speciesspecies of falcons ' naturalrtatural lifelife-

cycle
life-

cyclecycle is their habit of migratingmigrating-
south

migrating-
southsouth during the winter . TheThe-
Alaskan

ThTh-

Alaskan
e

Alaskan birds are suspected ofQfQ-

f"leapfrogging
99-

"leapfrogging
f

"leap-frogging"leapleapfrogging" - " over theirtheir-
southern

the ]

southern relatives in the lower 4848-

states
44-

states

8

states to spend their winterswinterwinters-
from

winter-
from

s;

from the Gulf Coast to SouthSouth-

America
SouSouth-

AmericaAmerica . On thesethese Central

American
'

winteringwint ring grounds theythethe-
are

yY
, are 'exposedexposed'exposedxpsedxp sed to both pesticidespesticides-
and

: S

, and shooting .

'PesticidesPesticides' , particularly DDTDOTDOT-
and

DDDD-

and
Tr

andperniciousfactorDDEDDB , are the most pernicious S
,.

factor in the falcon'sfalcons' decline .

They causeccauseuse reproductive failure .

Developing embryos often diedie-

before
didi-

before
e

before hatchingtlatching ., Egg-shellsEggshellsEggsheJIsEggshells-, thinthiI1 toto-

the
tt-

the
oD,

the pointp int that the eggs areare-

crushed
arar-

crushed
e1

crushed during incubation .

Egg shells from falcons inin-

northern
ii-

northern'Canada
n11

northernnorthern'CanadanorthernCanada'CanadaCanada' and Alaska areare-

now
arar-

nowabout
e

nownowabout, about 22 perper cent thinnerthinner-
than

thinner-
thanthan they were .beforebefore., , widespreadwidespreawidespread-
use

widesprea-
use

d
ri

.

use of pesticides began afterafter-
World

tr
World War II .

The new recovery team willwill-

c
w 1

' ] ]

coordinatec oordina te its activitiesac tivi ties withwith-
those

witwit-
those

h11

those of "' the teams alreadyalready-
established

already-
established

,

established for the eastern andand-
Recky

anan-

Rocky
I1

RockyRecky Mountain populations ofof-

peregrine
oo-

peregrine
rf

peregrine falconsfa cons in the lower 4844-

The
8 .

The team will try to pinpointPnpointPnpoint-
the

pinpoint-
the

! t

the:' 'AlaskaAlaska'

birds ' winteringwin.teringwin.tering-
grounds

winterinwinterin-
grounds

., j;;I
grounds , where they are exposedexposed-
to

exposeexpose-
to

dt

to the greatest hazards ,! arid toto-

de
to-

determine
,

determinede te011 ne criticalcritic'al' habitat toto-

protect
tt-

protect
OI

protect theth.e. remainingr n aining nestingnesting-
sites

nestinnestin-
sites

g,
,

sites from disturbance .


