
RumorRUJDOr
RumorsaysRUJDOrsayssays

saysWaUsaysWatt
WattWaU forfor-
Interior

for-
InteriorInteriorWyomingInterior
Wyoming attorney JamesJames-

G
James-

GG . Watt , formerfonner Interior DeDe-

partment
De-

partment
De-De¬-

partment official , a chain-
pion

cham-
pion

chamcham-chain-chain¬-

pion for state'sstates' rights , and aa-

man
a-

manman who works for anan-

organization
an-

organizationorganization which some-
times

some-
times

somesome-¬-
times sues the federal gov-

ernment
gov-

ernment
govgov-¬-

ernment for excessive regu-
lations

regu-
lations

reguregu- ¬-

lations , may be appointedappomtedappomted-
as

appointed-
asas Secretary of Interior .

Watt served from 19691969-
to

1969-
toto 1972 as Deputy Assis-

tant
AsSIS-

tant
AssisAsSIS--¬-

tant Secretary of the InIn-

tenor
In-

terior
In-In¬-

teriortenor to Walter Hickel..

HickclHickelRickel said Watt is an enen-

tirely
en-

tirely
en-en¬-

tirely different guy fromfrom-
outgoing

from-
outgoingoutgoing Cecil Andrus inmin-

favoring
m-

favoringfavoring development .

Presently , Watt is head oof-

the
of

the Rocky Mountain LegalLega-
lFoundation

Lega-
lFoundationFoundation , a group heavilyheavily-
backed

heavily-
backedbacked by Colorado beerbeer-
magnate

beer-
magnatemagnate Joseph Coors andand-
business

and-
businessbusiness group contributorscontributors-
enough

contributors-
enoughenough to turn environmen-
talists

environmen-
talists

environmenenvironmen-¬-

talists pale , among themthem-

Chevron
them-

ChevronChevron , Amoco , Mara-
thon

Mara-
thon

MaraMara-¬-

thon , Boise Cascade andand-

Southwest
and-

SouthwestSouthwest Forest Indus-

Led

Indus-
tries

Indus-
tries

Indus-Indus-
tries .

Led by Watt , the founda-

tion's
founda-

tion's
foundafounda-¬-

tion'stions' 10-member10memberICHnember- staff ofof-

lawyers
of-

lawyerslawyers have taken on aa-

variety
a-

varietyvariety of legal battlesbattles-

against
battles-

againstagainst government regula-

tion
regula-

tion
regularegula-¬-

tion and '""wastewaste'waste' of taxtax-

payer's
tax-

payer's
tax-tax¬-

payer'spayers' dollars , " accordingaccording-

toto the foundation . Most rere-

cently
re-

cently
re-re¬-

cently , the foundation wonwon-

a
won-

aa battle challenging the For-

est
For-

est
ForFor-¬-

est Service'sServices' refusal to grantgrant-

oil

grant-

oiloil and gas leases on landland-

being
land-

beingbeing studied under RARE-

II

RARE-

n
RARE-

11

RARE-RARE -

IIn11 . In October , the Wyom-

ing
Wyom-

ing
WyomWyom-¬-

ing federal court districtdistrict-

ruled
district-

ruledruled that the Forest Ser-

vice
Ser-

vice
SerSer-¬-

vice couldcouldnotnot refuse toto-

grant
to-

grantgrant oil and gas leasesleases-

without
leases-

withoutwithout congressional apap-

proval
ap-ap-ap-

proval
¬-

proval . The case is current-

ly
current-

ly
currentcurrent-¬-

ly under appeal by the DeDe-

partments
De-

partments
De-De¬-

partments of AgricultureAgriculture-

and
Agriculture-

andand Interior .

Congressional sources saysay-

that
say-

thatthat ReaganReagap may announceannounce-

his
announce-

hishis selection of Watt toto-

head
to-

headhead the Interior Depart-

ment
Depart-

ment
DepartDepart-¬-

ment soon . FormerFonner Wyom-

ing
Wyom-

ing
WyomWyom-¬-

ing Senator CliffordOifford HansenHansen-
ConUnued

Hansen-
Continued(ContinuedConUnued onOD PagePaae finFive )



. Watt for Interior
( Continued CIomfrom Page One })

was reportedreportedearherreportedearlierearlierearher as thethe-

chOIce

the-

choicechOIce to head the Intenor-
Department

InteriorIntenorInterior-

DepartmentDepartmenttment , but Hansen report-

If
report-

edly
report-report-.

edly took hunselfhimselfIf out of con-

tentIon
con-

tention
concon-¬-

tention
tentionIn

In pickingplCkmg Watt , ReaganReagan-

would
Reagan-

wouldwould be followingfoUowmg tradition ofof-

installing
of-

mstaUmginstallingmstaUmg a Westerner at thethe-

head
the-

headhead of the department that

oven.eesoveneesoversees. the National PPark..lrklrk ScrScr-

ns
Ser-

vice

Scr-ScrSer-Ser.--
VICe and milmillionsions>ns of acres of fefe-

deral
fe-

the
fe-fe-.

deral lands min the WeWestern StaSta-

tes
Sta-Sta.-

testes-

WattWatt wrwas a fonnerformer' congres-
SIOnal

congres-

sional
congres-congres -

sionalsionalaideaide , rr-
aoner

Federal Power Com-

mISSIOner

Com-

missioner
Com-Com-

mISSIOneraoner and InteriorIntenor Depart-

ment
DepartDepart-¬.-

ment official and has headed thethe-

MountaIn
the-

MountainMountain StatesStatC$ Legal Founda-
tion

FoundaFounda-¬.-
tiontlon inm Denver for three years .-


