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AA source ofofcheapcheap ., sometimessometime-
smindbendulg

sometime-
smlndbendlnmlnd-bendlnmlndbendlnmind-bendulgmindbendulg-- entertainment IS aa-

new
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newnew roadcut From the car Wtn-

d"w
Wtn-Wtnwin-win-win-

dow

-

d"wdwdowdowa" a cutut may not look espe-
call

espec-

taliv

espec-espec -

,all\alltalivallexciting\ excitingexiting ., but closer inspec-

ion

Inspecinspec-'-
lionion ollenoiten reveals the fresh cutcut-

tn

cut-

totnto he da realingrealmgrealingwindowrealmgwindowwindow Into

the ppast-pastpastIfst-ststit- itIf one <can under-

stand
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standstandwhatwhat therethere-
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Recent roadway improve-

ments
improve-

ments
improve-improve -

ments on the I1Umverslty'sUmversltysUniversity'sUniversitysUmverslty's-

Fairbanks

University's-

Fairbanks

'

Fairbanks campus oopened] up aa-

40,000year

a-

4O.000.year40,000-year40,00040000year4O.000.year4O000.year4O000year,. -. rrecord( ofofwindwind-

blown

wind-

blown
wind-wind-

blown silt ((loesskloess ) deposItion ,,
volcanicvolcamc ash falls , <SOil formatIOnformatIOn-

and
formation-

andand disturbanodisturbances caused by

frost action .. Several knowledge-

able

knowledgeknowledge- ¬.-

able geologists , includingIncludmg RobertRobert-

MM Thorson and Richard D .

Reger , were close at hand soso-

itit11 was possible to develop aa-

fair

a-

faitfairfait interpretation of thethe-

sequence

the-

sequencesequence of events that caused-

the

causedcaused-

thethe complex layeringlayennglayeringseenseen in-

the

minm-

thethe cut bank

The picture is one of chang-

ing

changchang-¬.-

ingmg climatechmate . Silt exposed near-

the

nearnear-

thethe bottom of the cut appearsappears-

toto be laid down by winds blow-

mg
blowblow-¬.-

ingmg ofToff the glacial outwash plainsplains-

toto the south during a periodpenod ofof-

extensive

of-

extensiveextensive ghciationglaciatlonglaciation that ococ-

curred

oc-oc¬.-

curred more than 4040,00040000,,000000 yearsyears-

ago

years-

agoago Afterwards , during an inter-

glacial
inter-interinter-

glacial

inter-

glacial

-

glacial period , plants and tretreestrees-

grew

trees-

grew
"

grew for many years and dede-

veloped

de-de.-

elopedveloped a thick , brown soilsoil-

layer

soil-

layerlayer
layerOne

One of the roadroadcut'sroadcutscut'scuts'' cur-

IOSltles

cur-

iosities

curcur-¬-

iositiesIOSltles is the foldingfoldmg that dede-

veloped

de-

veloped
de-de¬-

veloped inm the ancient sodsoilsod-

layer

soil-

layerlayer and inm a new layer of siltsilt-

the

silt-

thethe windswmds ofofaa Ialaterter tune depos-

ited
deposdepos-depos-

Ited
-¬-

ited upon it . The foldingfoldmg mustmust-

have

must-

havehave taken place at a time whenwhen-

permafrost

when-

permafrostpermafrost anchored the
deepg
deep-deepdeep-

er

-.-

er solisoil but when freezmgfreezingg andand-

thawing

and-

thawmgthawmgthawing of the soilsoilnearnear the sur-

face
sursur-.-

face caused that soflsoilsod to movemove-

downhill

move-

downhilldownhill... That movement ,,
called solIfluctionsohfluction ,, IS a commoncommon-

phenomenon

common-

phenomenonphenomenon frequently seen onon-

hillsIde

on-

hillsidehillside sloslopes; of Alaska andand-

northern

and-

northernnorthern Canada . Like folds onon-

an

on-

ar
on-

atanatar' elephant'selephants' skinskm , sohfluction-
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Subsequent to the folding ,

a new glaciation occurred in the-

Alaska
thethe-

AlaskaAlaska Range to the south , andand-

again

and-

agam
and-

inagamagainin the winds carried in newnew-

loess
new-

loess.loess.S.SSS.SSSSS.. . The light-coloredlightcoloredIIght-coloredIIght-- silt layerlayer-

above
layer-

aboveabove was laidIaJd down until , about
14,00014000, years ago , the glacleglaciers-

receded
glaciers"

receded and no longer suppliedsupplied-

newnew sfltsiltstilt for the wind to carry ..
Mosses and plants grew on thethe-

surface
the-

surfacesurface and developed the layerlayer-

of
layer-

ofof soilsoli found there now .

Deep withinWtthln the roadcut is a-

whitish
aa-

whitishwhitish layer of volcanicYOlcamc ash ,

one of several TfoundJ 'In centralcentral-

Alaska
central-

Alaska

- - '

Alaska andandadjacentaadjacent regions .

Several volcanic eruptions duringduring-

the
during-

thethe pas hundred thousand yearsyears-

have
years-

havehave created Wldespreadwidespread ash-

layers
ashash-

layerslayers across Alaska and westernwestern-

Canada
western-

CanadaCanada . These serve mcelynicely asas-

time

as-

timetime markers i . The ash layer inmin-

the

m-

thethe campuscmTpuscattpus: roadcut is thoughtthought-

to10to be the Old Crow ash bedbed-

probably
bed-

probablyprobably derived from an erup-

tion
eruperup-¬.-

tion , more than 53,00053000,
, yearsyears-

ago
years-

agoago , of the WrangellWrangeU volcanoesvolcanoes-

oror perhaps from another similar-

volcanic
sunilarsimilarsunilar-

volcanicvolcanic source near the Alaska-

Canada
Alaska-

Canada
AlaskaAlaska--

Canada border...
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