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Jana HamsHarris ' Alaska is a fictionalizedfictlOnaltzedfrctionahzed history , ta romanceromance-
that

romance-
that

romance-
thatthat traces the interwoven storiesstones of four women and oneone-
Eskimo

one-
Eskimo

one-
EskimoEskimo man . The firstfust of the four women is Nadia Kari-

off
Karl-

moff
Kari-KariKarlKarl--.

moffoff or ""Small-Lake-Underneath"SmallSmallLakeUnderneath"SmaU-lake-Underneath"SmaUSmaU"Small-Lake-Underneath"SmallSmallLakeUnderneath"-,- - ," 1849-194218491942- , a HaidaHaldaHaida-
Indian

Haida-
dan

Halda-
Ind181Ind18/1Ind181Indiandan/ girl , introducedintroducedon( on the firstfmt page of the novel ) atat-

age
at-

ageage eighteen , asu she has just been sold by her recentlyrecently-
widowed

recently-
widowedwidowed Russian mistress to the AmericanAmencan Yankee NoahNoah-
York

Noah-
YorkYork . NadiaNadJa is multi-lingualmultilingualmulti.lmgua\multi.lmguamulti.lmguathe-. \ , the educationaleducaUonal experimentexperiment-
ofof the late professor KanmoffKarunoff.. And her black-fedblackfedbiack-redbiackredblack-red-- HaidaHaldaHalda-
tresses

Halda-
tressestresses become an importanttmportant clue in the novel..

The second protagonist is UUaUlla Bjorklund , 1865-1914186519141865.191418651914-. ,
whose parents left Sweden for San Francisco when sheshe-
was

she-
waswas five . She is introducedIntroducedInintroducedm inm 1893 , asIS , thinkingthmking herself aa-

widow
a-

widowwidow , she heads for Alaska ""toto find the men that donedone-
my

done-
mymy CunnarGunnar inInflInflIn" in the gold fields DuringDurtng her quest forfor-
revenge

for-
revengesherevengerevenge-sherevengesheVladimirYork-* she meets and marriesmames Nadu'sNadusNadaa'sNadaasNadia'sNadias' son Yo ((VladimirVladimir-
York

Vladimir
York ) .,

ThirdThud is Mrs . Barnett Zimmerman (nee CatherineCathenne York ) ,
b . 1894 , daughter of UUaunaUllaunaandand Yo , a vapid socialsocialclimberclimberclimber-
married

climber-
married

climber-
marriedmarried to an equally vapid Seatthte , andandwonderlllJlandwonderingwonderingwonderlllJl ,, J
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like UtlaunaUlla before her , if she willwill-

produce
will-

produceproduce aI child after threethree-

successive
three-

successivesuccessive miscarriagesmiscarnages , and , hke-

her
likehkelike-

herher great grandmother WoiWoman-

AlwaysWondering

Woman-

AlwaysWondering
Woman-Woman -

Always-WonderingAlwaysWondering-- , pvengiven to sh-
amanst

sha-

manstic
sha-sha-

manstmanstic: ""visionsvisions .""

Part IVN is told from the viVIew-

point
view-

point
VIew-VIew-

point of the dwarfed , hair-

sucking
hair-

sucking
hair-hairhalt-.

sucking , and mentally unbalan-

ced
unbalanunbalan- ¬.-

ced Eskimo Tommy (adoptedadopted-
by

adopted-
byby Nadia and idiot-paitneridiotpaitnerIdlot-partnerIdlotpartneridiot-partner-- ofof-

Yo

of-

YoYo>); this is perhapsperltaps the leastleast-

successful

least-

successfulsuccessful part of the book ,
but it serves to undercut thethe-

pretentions
the-

pretentionspretentiouspretentions of the Zanmermans-
and

ZimmermansZunmermansZanmermansZunmermans-
andandandshowshow the beginning of thethe-

end
the-

endend for Catherine'sCatherines' daughter ,

DebraDebraSueSue .
-

The fmalfinal part of the novelnovel-

covers
novel-

coverscovers the years 11959.741959741959-74195974! .- and ISIS-

told
is-

toldtold from the iVlewpomtviewpoint ofof-

Donna
of-

DonnaDonna Lee Douglas (b(b . 1950)1950) ,

who does not appear on thethe-

family
the-

familyfamily tree that precedes thethe-

novel
the-

novelnovel , but whose true identityidenutyidentity-
inin10 this four-generationfourgenerationfour.generatlonfourgeneratlon-. saga I-
Sworked

isis-

workedworked out some pages beforebefore-

the
before-

thethe end .

Alaska is a lurid chrono-

logy
chronochrono-chronol-

ogy
-¬-

logy of the sort dear to readersreaders-

of
readers-

ofof HarlequinHarlequm romances and S-

ltmIar
sisi-

sodar
Sl-Slsi-si¬-

milartmIarsodar tnpetripe . The hdiesladies herein-

are
heremhereinherem-

arcarearc not the ""passionatepassionate , indomi-

table
indomimdomlindomi-¬'-

table women " the inside frontfront-

flyleaf
front-

flyleafflyleaf would havehavc us thinkthink-

they
think-

theythey are . These female pro-

tagiontsts
pro-

tagiontsts
pro-

tapoDiSts
pro-pro-

tagiontststapoDiSts (one hesitates to callcall-

them
call-

themthem ""heroinesheroines "') arearc dependentdependent-
onon men fmanClallyfinancially and psychopsycho-.-

1000callylogically ., onstantlyconstantly siseek ap-

proval
ap-

proval
ap-ap-

proval fromi men ((pppp . 119119,168119168, 168 ,
158 , 172172,140)172140, 140)140) . They all harborharbor-

active

harbor-

activeactive dislikedl5hke for males , m10in fact ,

they tend to bury them , oftenoften-

either
often-

eithereither actually killing them oror-

preClpltatmg
or-

precipitatingprecipitatingpreClpltatmg theirthelt deaths ((pppp .

73 ,. 81 , 82 , 124)124) . At the closeclose-

of
close-

ofof the novel ., Donna D is aboutabout-

to
about-

toto dispose of her father ((IvanIvan ,

an oil011 magnate runningrunnmg forfor-

governor
for-

governorgovernor ) - in10 court ,. if notnot-

with
not-

withwith rifle and spade . As oneone-

would
one-

wouldwould expect in10 an atmosphereatmosphere-

ofof suchsuchactiveactive disliked15like ,. the sexsex-

in
sex-

minm the novel is often forcedforcedororor-

unnaturalunnatural , in10 addition , there areare-

many
are-

manymany illeptunateillegitimate children ; therethere-

arc
there-

arearearc deformed ch1Ichildrenren and fearsfears-

of
fears-

ofof more .

AlaskaAlaskaISis a formulformulaic , .repe-

titive
.repe-

titive
.repe-.reperepe-repe-

titive book . Each new genera-

tion
genera-

tion
generagenera-¬-

tion tendtendss to be the same asas-

the
as-

thethe last - inm more modishmodishclothcloth-

One

cloth-

ing

cloth-

mg

cloth-cloth-

mging ., with a few IdentlfymgidentifyingIdentlfymg-
speech

identifying-
speechspeech patterns ( NCJNej IS UBa's-

favorite
Vila'sVilasUBa'sUBasVila's-

favorite

'

favorite ) - but the samesame-

One
same-

OneOne cannot fault HaHarrIS forfor-

her
for-

herher lustoncalhistorical research (whichwhich-

she
which-

sheshe worked on smcesince 1971 ., whilewhile-

"bVIng

while-

"living""livingliving"bVIngbVIng periodically " in10 thethe-

Northwest
the-

NorthwestNorthwest ) . Most details nnringring-

truetrue But there are a few excep-

rs

excep-

tions
excep-

tions
excep-excep-

tions . HamsHarris refersrs to ""scalgut-
fishnet

"seal-gut"sealsealgut"scal-gut"scalscal"sealgut-
fishnet

--
fishnet traps " ( p 1115)11515)15) in10 SitkaSlIka .,

accordingaccordmg to Indian FFishingtshl g byby-

Hilary
by-

HilaryHilary Stewart ,. such traps

would have bebeen made ofof-

nettle
of-

nettle"
"nettlenettle fiber or cedar bark SheShe-

refers
She-

refersrefers to the sscarCity ofofnonnon-

local
non-

local
non-non-

local foods in111 Alaska in111 1867186-
7p

1867-

p(p(p . 10)10) , but a few pages laterlater-

has
later-

hashas' "Nadia' > use thistIus SIsimile1l1e ""hehe"he-

flung
"he-

flungflunguung me to the ground as iftf 1IlI-

werea
l-

wereswertawereaweres dJSdiscardedarded<: ppTecoreapplecoreappleppTe core ".

Alaska is m111in its oown way asas-

skewed
as-

skewedskewed a picture of this statestate-

as

state-

asas Joe MMcGinmsMcGinniscGmn IS ' GoingGolllg to Ex-

another
Ex-

tremes
Ex-

tremes
Ex-Ex-

tremes - another highly colored ,.
muijiu.jlmuijiujlunnatural. portrait ,. a senational-
ripoff

sensationalsenationalscnfl\lonaJscnfllonaJscnfllonaJ-
ripoff

) \
rip-offripoffripoffripoff-
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