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There is only slush ice at Wales gently lapping the shoresshores-
there

shores-
therethere now according to Mr . Ernest Oxereok a. lifetimelifetime-
resident

lifetime-
residentresident there .

"'""TheThe'MeMe sea ice has not formed yet this year ,," OxereokOxereok-
said

Oxereok-
saidsaid . """ThereThere has even been very little Northwest windswinds-
this

winds-
thisthis fall also which would if there was a strong wind havehave-
pushed

have-
pushedpushed clamsdams into the shallow waters near the shore andand-
even

and-
eveneven wash some clams on the beach .

""WeWe usually have fresh clams to eat at this time of thethe-
year

the-
yearyear when low tides and strong northwest winds make thethe-
seas

the-
seasseas rough . The waves would push the clams to our shore ,,''Oxereok said .

Wales , the village , is loca-

ted
loca-

ted
localoca-¬-

ted on the western-mostwesternmost-- tip ofof-

the
of-

thethe North AmericanArnenc.anArnencan. continentcontmentcontment-
at

continent-
atat the Bering Straits . From Wa-

les
Wa-

les
WaWa-¬-

les , lookinglookmg west , an observerobserver-

can
observer-

cancan see the DiomedeDlomede IslandIsland-

which
Island-

whichwhich is the western-mostwesternmost-- Unit-

ed
Unit-

ed
UnitUnit-¬-

ed StatesStites populationpopulallon center .

LittleUttle DiomedeDlOmede on the EastEast-

side
East-

sideside of the InternationalInternallonal DateDate-

Line
Date-

LmeLineLme is some 3 to 5 mmileses fromfrom-

Big

from-

BigBig DiomedeDlomede Island , whichwluch be-

day

be-

longs
be-

longs
be-be-

longs to tthe SOVIet UmonUnion .

On a clear day from thethe-

lower
the-

lowerlower slope of Cape PrincePnnce ofof-

Wales

of-

WalesWales , an observiobserver can looklook-

farther
look-

fartherfarther west to ssee the snowsnow-

capped
snow-

cappedcapped peaks of the mountainsmountlmsmountlms-
on

mountains-
onon the Siberian Conhnent-

The
ContinentConhnentContinent-

The
Continent-

TheThe fall clammingclammmg is donedone-

from
done-

fromfrom late SepteiSeptember untuntil asas-

Ernest
as-

ErnestErnest says , ""thethe slush Ice-

forms
iceice-

formsforms Then if there,ere are clamsclams-

that
clams-

thatthat wash up with the slush ice ,,

we have to dig them out of thethe-

slush
the-

slushslush with shovels ".
""WeWe get red necks , butterbutter-

clams
butter-

clamsclams , snailssn3s, sea cucumberscucumbers-
kuvahlghuks

cucumbers-
kuvahlghuks( kuvahlghuks and amalukaks ) ,,

and veryvuy small cockles and smallsmall-

razor

small-

razorrnorrazor clams ."
Ernest said that some huntinghunting-

crews
hunting-

crewscrews are doing fallfallsealseal hunt-

ing

hunt-

ing
hunthunt-¬-

ing ; the crews returning With-

at
withwith-

atat least a coupletouple seals and oog-

ruks
oog-

ruks
oog-

ruks
oog-oog-

ruks (bearded seals) on eacheach-

hunt

each-

hunthunt .

HuntingHuntingcrewscrews at Wales use
18 to 20 foot long aluminumalummumaluminum-
boats

alummum-
boatsboats mow more than thethe-

tradItional
the-

traditionaltradItional skin boats which areare-

more

are-

moremore seaworthy . Toby Anun-

gaznk
Anun-

gazuk
Anun-

gazuk
Anun-Anun-

gazukgaznk , Roy Okpealuk , JonahJonah-

Tokienna

Jonah-

TokiennaTokienna and Roland Angna-

boogok
Angna-

boogok
Angna-

boogok
Angna-Angna --

boogok own skin boats . Last

springsprrng the crews used the skinskmskin-

boats
skm-

boatsboats for walrus huntinghuntmg , butbut-

the
but-

thethe crews use mostly the alum-

inum
alum-

mum
alumalum-¬-

inummum boats for huntinghunl1ng nownow-

There
now-

ThereThere are six or eight huntinghuntmghunting-

crews
huntmg-

crewscrews intn the village ofofaboutabout
130 residents . Presently , Tokien-

na's
Tokien-

na's
Tokien-

na's
Tokien-Tokien-

na'snas' and Angnaboogok'tAngnaboogoktAngnaboogok'sAngnaboogoks ' boatsboats-

do
boats-

dodo not have the walrus hideludehide-

hull
lude-

hullhull coveringcovenng the frame .

""WeWe use the hidelude of thethe-

female
the-

femalefemale walrus to cover thethe-

skin
the-

skmskmskin boat frame ," Ernest said .

'"'TheThe"The female hidesludes are ieasiereasier-
to

easier-
toto work with , the hidrhides areare-

softer
areare-

softersofter than theIhe male walrus hidehide-

wluch
hidehide-

whichwhichwluch has tough skinskm TheThe-

women
The-

womenwomen in the village splitsphl thethe-

hides
the-

hideshides min half throughIhrough the thICk-

ness
thick-

ise

thick-

ness
thick-thick-

ness lengthWiseise . The hidelude BISI-
Ssoaked

is-

soakedsoaked in eitherellher fresh or saltsalt-

waler
salt-

waterwaterwaler for aboutaboul a week to softensoften-

Itit up for sewingsewmg " When thethe-

hides
the-

hideshides are ready , they are IaJd-

on
laidIaJdlaid-

onon the skinskm boatbeat frame , moved ,

fitted and cut to shape . TheThe-

hides
The-

ludes
The-

s'ludeshides' --ss are then sewn togethertogether-

USIng

together-

usingUSIngj sinew and a double stitch-

109

stitch-

ing
stitchstitch-¬-

ing109 for a waterproof seamseam-

Walrus
seam-

Walrus
seam-

WalrusWalrus hides will last fromfrom-

one
from-

oneone : to10 four years dependingdependmg onon-

the
on-

thethe use of the skinskm boat.. WIth-

heavy
WithWith-

heavyheavy use the ludeshides wtIlwill lastlast-

for
last-

forfor maybe two years andandwithwithwith-

bttle
with-

littlelittlebttle use the hidesludes willwl last-

three
last-

three
last

three to four years , EmestErnestErnest-

Slid
Ernest-

saidsaidSlid
saidTheSlidThe

The hunting crews obtaobtain-

their
obtamobtainobtam-

theirtheir own hides . The warnesworries in-

the
minm-

thethe village wdlwill splitspbt and !sewsew-

the
sew-

thethe hides .

Five gallons of gasoline atat-

Wales

at-

Wales

at-

les"Wales' --lesles cost Ernest S$$1111111.2511251 ...2525 the lastlast-

time

las-
ttmetmetime.. ..lele he bought gasolinegasolme fromfrom-

the

from-

thethe store there this month .

Thatt comes to $$2.252.25225S2.2SS22S$225.. per gallongallon-

of
gallon-

ofofofregularf regular gas . He said aI quart ofof-

oil
of-

ononoilQ costs over $$2.002.0020052.005200... For thethe-

kids
the-

kidskidsids mowmachiningSIIoWD1achJningsnowmachining for fun ,
that'sthatshat'shats'' an expensive sport . ForFor-

subSIStence

For-

subsistenceubsistencesubSIStence use , either on aI boatboat-

or
boat-

ororit snowmachinemowrnachine ,. ifit'iitiit'sits'. what youyou-

live

you-

livelive with . It'sIts' ia necessary exex-

pense
ex-ex¬-.

pensepea .

I was at Wales in June of '69 ,

the 1astlast twetime I) was back home .

I flew over Wales in
'March of

1978 when I was working forfor-

Kawerak
for-

KawerakKawerak , Inc . , a NativeNatJve non-

profit
non-

profit
nonnon-¬-

profit corporation bbasedl5ed inm

in the village , carvingwving , prepar-

ing
prepar-

ing
preparprepar-¬-

ing for a hunt , searchingsearehmg the skysky-

for
sky-

forfor signs of the weather to come ,

womenten with chchildrendren , somesome-

women
some-

womenwomen preparing theirthell' familiesfamilies-

share
families-

shareshare of the hunt for storagestorage-

toto be eateneafen during the waiterwmterwinterwinter-

months
wmter-

monthsmonthslonths .

1I remember my parents RuthRuth-

and
Ruth-

andand Teddy both workingworkmg so hardhard-

to
hard-

toto make a livingbvmg . I rememberremember-
walking

remember-
walkmgwalkingwalkmg home withwllh papailspallss ofof-

water
of-

waterwater we'dwedwe"d'" get from the smallsmalli-

i
small-

stream
small-

streamstreamii behind the village , oror-

walking
or-

walkmgwalkingwalkmg down to the beach toto-

pICk

to-

pickpick driftwood for our stove

rrerememberingaemlJeringngngB-

yBy BOB KOWELUK

Nome IIwaswas with a teleVISIon-

crew
televisiontelevision-

crewcrew to video tape village bfe-

at
lifebfelife-

atat Little DiomedeD10mede and to do aa-

story
a-

storystory on Arthur AhkuigaAhkmga , thethe-

Adult
the-

AdultAdult Basic EducationEducal10n TeacherTeacher-

there
Teacher-

therethere at the timetune for Kawerak ,

Inc . it almost broke my heartheart-

as

heart-

asas we flew over Wales at an alti-

tude
altl-

lude
altialtl-altlalti-¬-

tudelude of 22,5002500,00 feet 1I kepikept look-

109

look-

ing
looklook-¬-

ing109 bback' to' where I was born ,

where I spent my fll'slfllslfirst' SIX yearsyears-

b
years-

beforebbebeforeforerore ,. movingmOV1l1J tp19 Nome to getget-

my
get-

mymy schoolingschoolmg .

Few names fit In my mind-

comfortably
mmdmindmmd-

comfortablycomfortably . WIth my memo-

ries
memo-memomemo-

nes
--

nesries of them I can see WalesWales-

peoples
Wales-

peoplespeoples faces at limestimes srmhngsmiling ,

or senonsserious , talkmgtalking With others

Like a good blue sky day IIrere-

member
re-

member
re-re-

member the men andandwomenwomen ofof-

the
of-

thethe village , Mr and Mrs Winton-

Weyapuk
WmtonWintonWmton-

WeyapukWeyapuk Sr . Katie and herher-

son
her-

sonson Jonah TokiennaToklennaToktenna thethe-

brothers
the-

brothersbrothers Glen and Alfred Seread-

look
Seread-

look
Seread-

look
Seread-Seread -

look ,. Andrew SeelookSeetoolSeetook. ,. P.lnck-
and

PatrickP.lnckPlnckPatrick-

and
.

and Clarence Ongtowasruk DoraDora-

Natungok
Dora-

NatungokNatungok . Alfred Mazonna ss-

fam
s-

familyfamfamilyy ,. the AnungsAnungazukAnungazukandnk amiand An-

gnaboogok
An-

gnaboogok
An-An4n-

gnaboogok
4n-4n-

gnaboogok famfamiliesles .

It'sIts' been I11IIl yeyears smeesince 'I'veIveI've-

been
I've-

been

'

been backbackhome_--homehomehohome . trnestErnest saIdsaId-

that
said-

thatthat some thinthmgsthings.. have changed .

The traditional kaghiekaghle or com-

mumly
com-

munity
comcom-¬-

munitymumly meetingmeetmg hot---hothousehotu- - - uhas 'beenbeen-

tom
been-

torntorntom down and over the land thethe-

original
the-

orlglllaloriginalorlglllal communitycommuruty hohouse was

located , a new community buildbuuld-buuldbuuld-

ing
¬.-

ing has been built . The old WaleWalesWales-

Village
Wales-

Village
*

Village Store , the only villagevillage-

store
village-

storestore into my memory , has beenbeen-

reduced
-

reduced to a storage and ware-

house
ware-

house
wareware-¬-

house ._ The WalesWaJes Native StoreStore-

built
Store-

builtbuQtbuilt on the northoorth side of thethe-

old

the-

oldoldId store nonow serves the WalesWales-

villagers
Wales-

villagersrillagersvillagers..
The Thornton MemonaJ-

Church
MemorialMemonaJMemorial-

ChurchChurch isisisstillstill there ChiOn thethe-

south
the-

southsouth west slope of Cape PrincePrmcePrince-

of
Prmce-

ofof Wales Mountain standstandJstands* thethe-

grave
the-

gravegrave and tomb stone for Thorn-

ton
Thorn-

ton
ThornThorn-¬-

ton who was killed itat the turn ofof-

the
of-

thethe century while he was a> mis-

it
mis-mismIS-

sIOnary

--.
'" - ' - '1818-

new

18-

new

"sIOnary alat Wales--itit . There are
new houses , pre-fabprefabpie-fabpie-- , proVided byby-

the
by-

thethe BeringBermg Straits RegIOna-

lHousmg

RegionalRegional-

Housing
Regional-

HousingHousingHousmg AuthorityAuthonty .

Wales now has electric bght-

planl
lightbghtlight-

plantplanlplantint The Navy station is slill-

therO
stillslillstill-

theretherOthere-therethereandf"- and1Ind there is a new 200r-
unway

2,50025002.5002002.500-

runway
,,.'

runway Just othersldeotherstde . west ofof-

the
of-

thethe gr1Iveyardgraveyardyard . At wimertuwllltertunewintertime .,

the planes ; stillsun land on thethe-

smooth
the-

smooth
we

smooth Ice in10 frontfronl of the vvil-

Clarence

vil-

lage

vil-vil-
Idgelage
IdgeAlageA

A stastatete school there teachesteaches-

kindergarten
teaches-

kmdergartenkmdergartenkindergarten through 9th gradegrade-

and
grade-

andand are as usual new teachersteachers-

each
teachers-

eacheach yearyear-

Clarence
year-

ClarenceClarence Ongtowasruk ownsowns-

some
owns-

somesome 3.0003000. reindeerremdeer whosewhose-

range
whose-

rangerange is near the Potato Moun-

tain
Moun-

tam
MounMoun-¬-

taintam on theIhe east side of thethe-

Lagoon
the-

LagoonLagoon around FFinger- mger PointPomtPoint-

toto10 York Mounta1O-
-

Mounta1-
O

MountainMounta1OLocalLocalLocalremLocalreinreinrein-

deer
rem-

deer
rem-remrein-rein¬-

deer meatmeal costs SSII1 992 per poundpound-

Shlshmaref
pound-

ShuhmarefShishmarefShlshmarefShuhmarefShlshmarefreindeerShuhmarefreindeerreindeer costs SStt 1010-

and

10-

andandandeveneven with the airau freight IS-

.heaper

isis-

Lheaper..heaperheaperLheaper hneslErnest saidsaid-

Home
said-

lIomelIomeHome 1f murrmust 11go" home h.mehmesomeh.me-

Jav
some-

day

.

Javday


