
Mtftfwtipah1hto hah1 re re
ononeeoftheof the mostinostuniquechildunique child-

rens classes held anywhere is
tataughtaughtught at wnmintoi t0 after the adults
metmet tot6ta sings ing and dance native
athaathabascanbaicanbascan songs during that
fourth of july celebration this
past weekend dance leader ev-
elyn alexander gathered the
children of the village together

most of the children were
four to eight years of age while
some were as young as two As
the older villagers sang and main-
tained the beat the youngsters
grouped into a circle and imitat-
ed the dancing of their elders

the young athabascansAthabascans then

filed into a single linelifie aridand receiv-
ed indiaindivindividualbidualidual coachingfromcoachinifcoaching fromrom mrs
alexander ththeyey 0observedvieiiedi asas she
illustratedallustrated th&pprdupirithe porcupineesquiasquirrelesquim
and duduckdancesduckck dances

lateruter i ththeyey again grouped in-
to leleamsomeleamam some of the ancient
songs from their elders in the
way that parents have passedonpaspassedsedonon

thethesese soisongsngsailand dancdancesi
es ffororgegei

eraorationstion these pparentsarents wewerere aals
teaching their childrenchildren the wa
of their peopeopleple thiThisthisexamples ecampexampexampleI1e f
one of rnifnmany which illustrateillustratsillusillustratetrats
the detdeterminationarmmermmAion of the nanativetiV

peoples of alaska totd keep aliaali3aliefalivf
the distinctive traditions ortheyoftheyoftheir
cultures I1


