Ongtooguk’s article raises serious questions

To the editor

| would like 1w rn.umeI i Paul
Ongtooguk's Oct. 22 article
“Ciroup Wanis Only  “Genuine’
Nutives. "

The article mised some serious
(Guestions about the role environmen
tulists play in Alaska, and more per
stmally i gquestioned my own inken-
tions. It was a complex and camestly
wrillen article, will: same very godod
points as well as others that are
questionable

Certninly, his observistion tat some
ol uy approach the issue of saving the
planet with o bit of evangelistic zeal
s an accurate one. No apologies tor
this.

L would agree with Ongtooguk th

It seems apparent to me that the
issues that are important to many of us
in the environmental community are
essentially the same issues that are
important to Native people.

Alaskn Matives are caught in a bimd

between the past and the present. 17d

even suggest thint we all are in s bind
one way or another.

His contention, though, tho some
of us want to “"tarm back the clock
pre-contuet Native society™ and tha
the The Northern Alaska Environmen
tnl Center's shide show, “"The Laosi
Cireat Wilderness, " advocates such,
5 misrepresentistion of fact,

0% wogeross exuggeration for him 1o
sugpest that “environmentalists”” see
the wsue ps a choee between noble
saviiges and greedy ones, | would en
courage him to avoid the eusy
scopegoats and to let in enough infor
mation 0 know that the environmen-
il community is not just the Sierra
Club which he relers 0wt severul
points and which he implies represents
the whole movement

Ongtooguk says very accurately
that, ““Too many Alssks MNatives,
rther than being agents of change, are
siumply becommg victims of 1.7

I couldn’t ugree more. This again is
the cuuse for all of us on the planet.
And it's essentinlly the only poimt
we're trying to make with the slide
shoow on-the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge. The people on the North
Slope are being overwhelmed by oil
mterests; they are victims of change,
and the common man there is mapidly
being forced (o trade his cultural soul
for the promise of the dollar.

We see the dilemma that the people
there find themselves in. Their backs
are against the wall, Yes, Onglooguk's
right, they re damned if they do and
damned if they don'i.

But this doesn’t take away the fact
that the push for il development in
ANWR is putently short-sighted for a

while hest of reasons, only one of
which is the Tact that it essentially ig
nores another group of Aluska Natives
whao oppose development.

The Qwich’in people, living
villages om the south side of the refuge.
stund virtually alone in the Alasks
Native community in their opposition
o development, They re trying their
best not to be victims, They ‘'re niw
Inoking for u new clock: they re jusi
trying to-hold on o the one they have,

The poant should be mmde that the
promise of the dollar being our sulva
twon works no better for the Natve
thiam it dioes for the white man. From
my vwi experience, 1 know that many
people Living on the North Slope or in
Fatrbanks or Hast Lansing
wherever people happen to be living

know this, They've given in 1o in-
evitability, though.

“If we can’t control our future, then
we might as well be rich,”" some say .

I opt for & more positive and long-
term approach, though. Awnd in the

ocess | ask, how did we live here
in Alaska before oil development?
Whst was the quality of life? Were we
better off then than we are now? I'm
not talking pre-contact here, 'm talk
ing pre-oil, Is there less suicide or
alcoholism or drug abuse in the
villages now than there was then” Are
all of us, Native and non-Native alike
really better of 7

Ongtooguk s angry, and | don’
blame him. Certainly when | see
what's happening to Aluska Native
communities lil'lf o thousand other
social injustices | feel enough anger of
my own. | would suggest, though, that
Ongtooguk gets lost in his anger and
that his approach [ocuses more on the
problem than it does on the solutions

Sovwhat i 0t thar environmentalisis
wunt? | can’t speak for everyone, hui
| can speak lor some. Most ol us wii
clean, open country and wild habia
for wild species as well as for humans
We want an end 1o the posonmg of
the planet

e wunt clean v und clean water .
We want all countnes o address the
fact that human population aumbers
ure exploding all over the carth. More
af us all the time are culling for o
spinitual approach o the earth, one
which buildsy on the wsdom amd ex
pericnce ol indigenous peaple

We want change, real change. nol
msl the same destroctive sodutions
wrapped in the same old seducing
packages. We want gecountability by
our lesders and o new direction thur
offers a future more sustainahle than
the present dead-end we're lost m.

I seems apparent 10 me that the
tssucs that Gre wmportant o many of
us in the environmental community an:
essentilly the suinie ssoes thid are 1m:
portant 1o Native people

o decount  the  environmental
movernent foe o wcheadsm amd real and
o see us as a bunch ol muddle class
white people interested only in setting
uside wilderness preserves for our own
anjoyment, everyone clse be damned,
i convenient way 1o deny who the
real villaing are.

No one's suying the solutions are
cosy ones, What we re saving is that
we husve no choice but o begin o ook
for the wluions Becouse, like ot op
not, the tssue has ultumately become
one of survival for us all

All of us, Native and non-Nalive
alike, have to challenge the stirus qua,
We have i hc‘%in 1 el honestly with
the realities, We can't give in to more
false promiscs.

o not saying we must wrn back
time. I am saying that we have 1o stari
paying attention to what time it really
5.

Glendon Brunk

The Northern Alaskn Environmenial
Center

Fairbanks



