Cowper says he supports
sovereignty — to a point

by Geoll Keanedy
for the Tundra Thae

BETHEL — Gov. Steve Cowpes
SUPOTTS SOVETEHRIMY — up 10 8 point.

In Bethel last week, Cowper ex
plmned why eather this year he e
varscd the long-time state i:r.TllL‘j‘ ol
refusing 1o recopnize the tribul status
ol Alaskn Mative groups

“We ellectuvely got ired u[mllmly,
ot ol baoth siddes nIHnur maniths, " he
wiied, W cemainly thought it was not
o eownd idea wy deny tribal status and
then g o the Bureaw of Indian Affmirs
wnd say, Look, we were just kndding
about tha.” ™'

i the past, the legal peaple have
said you can't admt o anything,
otherwise, the entire system will fall
diven on your hewd, " Cowper said

But Cowper decided  tribal
soverelgaly doesn’t threaten the stie.

“1 don't thank that 1ype of
sowereigmy  envisioned by mosi
Mutives s poing (0 threaten our
system, ' Cowper  Siad. Tribal
sivercignty, Tor the most part, meany
ittle more thin local control, 4 con
ditton urban Alaskans support us well,
e siidl

Native communities  have  nghts
whith have never been extinguished
The 1971 Alaska Native Claims Set-
Hernent Act settled Only loand claims
and il not adidress tribal sovereignty
at all, Cowper said

Cowper supports local control ol

alcohol and drug abuse programs as
well

“The ki of social problems here
necd 10 be pddressed at a community
level,” he said. “"Actually, i they'e
ot addressed &t a commumty level,
they 're hikely not 1o be addressed at
all.”

But Cowper opposes Nitive
sowercignty over fish and game. He
siays thot it would lead 10 management
ofu Upatchwork hasis, ™

“1 know people here in the Y-K
Deltn feel they can manage i
themselves. They have good reasons
e o 50, " he conceded,

“But fish and game magrate,”" he
sail. “They go actoss the dotied hnes
o ., and somebody s got 1o enll
the shots from the standpomt of the
upecies. That's what fish uml gume
management is all about.’

Cowper had planned 1o explain his
posttiom on sovereignty 1o the An
chorage Chamber of Commesce Nov,
12, but o blizzard that day stranded
b i Juneau

In s place, an aitorney with the
Mutive American Rights Fund, Robent
Anderson, told the chamber  tha
Mutive tribal organieations could mke
over rond and mrport mainienance,
aleohol und drug abuse programs and
even fish and game management

When the weather cleared, Cowper
flew to Bethel, where be woured the
local high school and appedared on o
call-in radhio program



