
: '
, r;

;< &aa&
' -

;1.ota1ota
.

' '

tQir

hitshifshitsti< m i
(

Es
>'

Eskimokimofood| ' ti

,(foodf 1
', supplysu

1\1BylBRENDAITTA
'
,
"

.
;;-BylBRENDAITTABylBRENDAITTA- By{; BRENDAENOENOITIAITIAITTAITTAI I'

.

BARROW , ALASKA T.,-, TheThe-

quota
The-

quotaquota on 1978 bowhead whal ¬.

II-

lnginglng - imposed by the InternaInterna-Interna-
tional

¬-'
tional ,. Whaling CommissionCommission-
IWC

CommissionI-

WC(IWCIWC)) over the protests 'ofof' EsEs-Es-

kimo
¬.-

kimo leaders - has curtailedcurtailed-
both

curtailed-
bothboth , the winter supply of foodfood-

and
food-

andand the sharing of it within thethe-

community
the-

communitycommunity , according to ofof-of-

ficials
¬.-

ficials here .

The shortage of food , parpar-par-

ticularly
par-

ticularly
¬-

ticularly whalewhalemeat-meatmeat'meat-' , was firstfirst-

apparent
first-

apparentapparent at the annual feast atat-

Thanksgiving
at-

ThanksgivingThanksgiving . Last week thethe-

Christmas
the-

ChristmasChristmas celebration confirmedconfirme-
dititit.. Both feasts are traditionaltraditional-
times

traditional-
timestimes for sharing - the communcommun-commun-
ity's

¬.-
ity'sitys' system for distributing foodfood-

to
food-

toto those in need .

Without "' sufficient whalewhale-

meat
whale-

meatmeat , the central item in the dietdiet-

of
diet-

ofof the coastal Eskimo , the offioffi-offi-

cials
¬.-

cials fear an impact on the nutnut-nut-

rition

¬.-

rition of North Slope residentsresidents-
this

residents-
thisthis winter . And , without thethe-

ability
the-

abilityability to share food , they alsoalso-

fear
also-

fearfear that no alternative willwilJ bebe-

available

be-

availableavailable to alleviate the nutnut-nut-

ritional

¬.-

ritional harm that can result..

AccordingAc ording to North SlopeSlope-

Borough
Slope-

BoroughBorough Mayor Eben Hopson ,

only smallsmallamountsamounts of whalewhale-

meat
whale-

meatmeat were available at the twotwo-

feasts
two-

feastsfeasts , which are held annualannual-annual-

ly
annual-

ly

¬-

ly . "TheThe" people went all outout-

to
out-

toto provide other food items atat-

the

at-

thethe Thanksgiving feast , and againagamagam-

at
again-

atat Christmas ," he said . 'ForFor"For"For-
the

'" 'For-

the

'

the first time in my memory ,

they distributed apples andand-

oranges

and-

orangesoranges . There was somesame fishfish-

and

fish-

andand caribou and a great deal ofof-

chicken

of-

chickenchicken soup andandchickenchicken stew .

It is unusual for Barrow peoplepeople-

toto use fruit and chicken , and notnot-

plenty

not-

plentyplenty of whale meat , to celecele-cele-

brate
¬.-

brate these feasts ," he added .

Whaling captain JacobJacob-

Adams

Jacob-

AdamsAdams , head of the Alaska EsEs-EsEs-

kimo

Es-

kimo

¬-

kimo Whaling Commission (AE-AE-

. WCWC)) ,

'-

s
s'
saidid thatthaithaihis.6wnhishis.6wnhis6wn. own6wn ice eel-eelcel-celeel-

lar

eelcel-

tar
-.

lartar no longer held whale meatmeat-
at

meat-
atat the Christmas season . "AsAs" aa-

captainCaptainhptaln , Ir" usually have enoughenough'whal-

e

enough-
whale

'-

whale
w-

hale'-

whale
w-

hale'

whale to lastJast through the winwin-win-

ter
win-

ter
¬-

ter to the next whaling season .

ThisThis year it is gone , and the harhar-har-

dest
har-

dest

¬-

dest monthsmonth $ of winter are stillstill-

ahead

still-

aheadahead . BecauseBecau 1IIamam a captain ,

the people of the communitycommunity-
come

community-
comecome to me when they needneed-

food
need-

foodfood and I have an obligation toto-

share

to-

shareshare with them . This year II-

cannot
I-

cannotcannot ,. because I have nothingnothing-
left

nothing-
leftleft ," Adams said .

It is this inability to shareshare-

food
share-

foodfood that has officials most concon-con-

cerned
con-

cerned

¬-

cerned about the effects of the
1978 whale quota on the convcomcom-com-

munities

,-
munities during the winterwinterThe. 'TheThe"The-The"The-
law

'" '-The-

lawlaw of survival in the Arctic is toto-

take
to-

taketake care of the next guy ," Hop-HopHop-

son
Hop-

son

-.

son said 'IfIf'. IfI f we don'tdont' havehave-

enough
have-

enoughenough to take care of eacheach-

other
each-

otherother by sharing ourout food somesome-

will
some-

willwill go hungry . For the Eskimo ,

there is a big difference betbet-bet-

ween

bet-

ween

¬-

ween sharing and charity . WeWe-

won't
We-

won'twon'twont' take charity , but we dodo-

share
do-

shareshare . Sharing is very much aa-

part
a-

partpart of our way of life ."
The Thanksgiving and ChristChrist-Christ-

mas

Christ-

mas

¬-

mas feasts in Barrow are held inin-

the

in-

thethe community'scommunitys' churches DeaDea-Dea-

cons

Dea-

cons

¬-

cons of the Presbyterian ChurchChurch-

noted
Church-

notednoted that the supply of food atat-

the

at-

thethe feasts was significantly lowerlower-

than

lower-

thanthan the year before . Usually ,

church representatives distributedIstribute-

the

distribute-

thethe leftovers to the poor andand-

needy

and-

needyneedy . This year there was nono-nono-

thing

no-

thing

¬-

thing left . An official of the AsAs-As-

sembly

As-

sembly

¬-

sembly of God ChurchChurchreportedreportedreported-
that

reported-
thatthat there was much less "muk-"mukmuk"muk-

tuk
"muk-

tuk
"muk-

tuk
" -

tuk" - a whale delicacy - disdis-dis-

tribu
dis-

tributed
¬-

tributedtribu ted than in years past..

The Presbyterian spokesmanspokesman-
also

spokesman-
alsoalso noted that the church ,

which normally serves as a concon-con-

duit
con-

duit
¬-

duit throughthroughwhichwhich those whowho-

have

who-

havehave food can share it with those

who do not , has had more rere-rere-

quests

re-

quests

¬-

quests for food from Barrow rere-rere-

sidents

re-

sidents

¬-

sidents than before .

The shortage ofofwhalewhale meat isis-

compdunded
is-

compdundedcompoundedcompdunded this winter by aa-

shortage

a-

shortageshortage of caribou in the area .

Hopson noted that there werewere-

more
were-

moremore cariboujaribou( , dishes served atat-

the

at-

thethe Thanksgiving feast than atat-

Christmas

at-

ChristmasChristmas , indicating that thethe-

available

the-

availableavailable stores of this meat areare-

diminishing

are-

diminishingdiminishing quickly , beforebe fore thethe-

Winter

the-

WinterWinter is halfhalfoverover..

Mayor Hopson emphasized ,

however , that there can be nono-

substitute
no-

substitutesubstitute for whale meat in thethe-

Eskimo

the-

EskimoEskimo diet . "FromFrom"From-my"FromFrommy" ,.- my persoperso-perso-

nal
perso-

nal

¬-

nal experience I know that nono-nono-

thing
no-

thing
¬-

thing else can take the place ofof-

whale

of-

whalewhale . Without it , we become illIIIII-

Iand

ill-

andand cannot tolerate other foods ,

until whale meat becomes availavail-avail-

able

¬.-

able . Fish andandcariboucaribou can be adad-adad-

ditional
ad-

ditional
¬-

ditional items of food , especiallyespecially-

inin time of hardship , but they-theythey-

cannot
they-

cannot
they-

cannot
--

cannot take the place of whale ,"

he added .

This damage to the basic foodfood-

supply

food-

supplysupply , as well as to the sharingsharing-

system

sharing-

systemsystem is seen as a direct resultresult-

of
result-

ofof the IWC quota imposed aa-

year

a-

yearyear ago . Despite the protestsprotests-

of
protests-

ofofUheof , the Eskimo leaders , the IWCIWC-

ruled

IWC-

ruledruled that only 12 whales couldcould-

be

could-

bebe taken during the year 19781978-

This

1978-

ThisThis was later revisedrevis d to 14 .. TheThe-

Eskimos

The-

EskimosEskimos decided then that in oror-oror-

der

or-

der

¬-

der to abide voluntarily withwith-

the

with-

thethe quota they would limitIin11t thethe-

Spring

the-

SpringSpring hunt to 10 whales SinceSInce-

Itit was a good season , these werewere-

quickly

were-

quicklyquickly taken and the hunt stopstop-stop-

ped

stop-

ped

¬-

ped - three weeks earlier thanthan-

usual
than-

usualusual.. The Fall huntinghuntmg seasonseason-

was

season-

waswas extremely pootpoor . Not enoughenough-
whales

enough-
whaleswhales were taken inm thetheall/allallfall/ toto-

even

to-

eveneven meet the quota . In 1977 ,

before a quota was imposed , alal-alal-

most

al-

most

¬-

most twice the number ofof-

whales

of-

whaleswhales were taken .

According to Adams , if the

Eskimos had not beenbee bound byby-

the

by-

thethe unrealistically low quota in

1978 they would have been ableable-

to
able-

toto take enough whales to supplysupply-

food

supply-

faodfoodfaod for thisthi winter . "NormallyNormally" .

the hunts in the Spring andand-

Fall

and-

FallFall together provide enoughenough-

whale

enough-

whalewhale meat to last until the hunhun-hun-

ting

hun-

ting

¬-

ting season in the next springspnngspnng-

The
spring-

TheThe natural forces that deterdeter-deter-

mine

deter-

mine

¬-

mine whether a hunt is goodgoodororor-

bad

or-

badbad do not follow the regularegula-regula-

tIOns

regula-

tions

¬-

tions set by men ,
" helie saidsal "WeWe"We-

had

"We-

had

"
hadhadnono way of knowing that thethe-

Spnng

the-

SpringSpringSpnng hunt would be goodgoodandandand-

the

and-

thethe Fall hunt bad . Yet to staystay-

withm

stay-

withinwithinwithm the quota we had toto-

limit

to-

limitlimit the SpringSpnng hunt . We areare-

paying

are-

payingpaying the price for that thisthis-

Winter

this-

WinterWinter
WinterInstead

Instead ofofaa fixed numericalnumencalnumencal-

quota
numerical-

quotaquota , theth Eskimoss seek to taketake-

anI

take-

onlyonlyanI what thevthethey-teedtheyteed- ff-
tence

f-

tencetence andHsurpaaHsurpaaBghad vroposedorooosedBg S i theythey-

would

iiW

would no t t than twotw-
oer

OO-

per :perer centcen of , hI> " 'hmhm' te di MaleMal-

epopupopulationpopu ation based on currecurre-

u

,

actualu counts of those passmgpassingpassmg-

the
passing-

thethe Arctic coastc , This will allowallow-

an

allow-

anan adequatea equa a larvesttarvest to meet thethe-

food

the-

foodfood requirementsrequircments of the Fs-FsFs-

kimos

Fs-

klmos

Fs-

kimos

-

kimosklmos and assure that the whalewhale-

populatIOn

whale-

populationpopulation will not be depleted .

The U.SUS. . in cooperation withwIth-

the

with-

thethe AEWC presentedprescnted tinstll1Sthis alteralter-alter-

native

alter-

native

¬-

native to the IWCIWCin( We in10 its meetingmcetmgmcetmg-

in

meeting-

inin London last summersummcr but itIt-

was

it-

waswas As a result ,. the EsEs-Es¬.-

kimos stated that they wuuldwould nono-

longer

"

longer voluntarilyvoluntariy) abide by thethe-

IWC

the-

IWCIWC regulations which theythey-

dalffi

they-

claimclaimdalffi do not apply to them . InIn-InIn-

stead

In-

stead

¬-

stead they willwIllreguldtewillregulateregulatereguldte themselthemsel-themsel-

ves

themsel-

ves

¬-

ves during 19791979staYingstaying withinwitlunwitlun-

the

within-

thethe two per cent frameworkframework-
The

framework-
The

framework-
TheThe issue of IWC jurisdictionJurisdIctIOn-

overover subsistence whaling isI-

Spresently

is-

presentlypresently the subject ofofaa lawlaw-law-

suit

law-

suit

¬-

suit brought by the Eskimos inIn-

fcderal
in-

federalfederalfcderal court in Anchorage . OralOral-

arguments

Oral-

argumentsarguments on this matter areare-

bemg

are-

beingbeingbemg heard this week . The suitsUi-

tcontends
suit-

contendscontends that thetile IWCWeWecharterIWCcharter( chartercharter-

gIves

charter-

givesgives it jurisdictionjunsdlctlOn only overover-

commercial
over-

commercialcommercial whalingwhaltng activitiesactivItieS-

and
activities-

andandandexpresslyexpressly denies its authoautho-autho-

rity

autho-

rity

¬-

rity over aboriginalabongmal hunting forfor-

subsistence

for-

subsistencesubsistence purposes . In addiaddi-aaddi-

tion

dl-dldl-

tlOn

¬-

tiontlOn , the suit notes that U SS-

Ldw

S-

LawLawLdw , in the MarineManne Mammal ProPro-Pro-

tection

Pro-

tection
-¬-

tection Act , specificallyspec1f cally exemptsexexemptsexempts-

subsistence
mptsmpts-

subsIstencesubsistence huntinghuntwg from itsIts-

provIsIOns

its-

provisionsprovisions
provisions"The

"TheThe"" experienceexpenence in 19781978conconcon-con-

firms

con-

firms

¬-

firms that IWC regulationregulatton is notnot-

only

not-

onlyonly unworkable ,. but also unenunen-unen-

forceable

¬.-

forceable ," declared Mayor Hop-HopIIop-IIophlop-hlopHop-

son

IIop-

son

hlop-

son

-

son 'AA'. A whaling captain is notnot-

an

not-

anan individualmdlVldudl seekingseekmg his ownown-

gam

own-

gaingaingam in the hunt Helie is ad reprcsrepresrepres-

entative
repres-

entativeentative of the village , obtainingobtaining-
food

obtaining-
foodfood for the entire communitycommumtycommumty-

I
community-

ItItI f he violates a quotaquotd ,. then liehehe-

cannot
he-

cannotcannot behe punishedpUfllshed alone TheThe-

whole

The-

wholewhole communitycommumty shares thethe-

blame

the-

blameblame with himhUll "


