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EskimoEskin10 whalingWhd"i1Whdi1"
,

, easecas
I'

- heardbrdhThe case of Hopson vs . KrepsKreps-

will

Kreps-

willwill be heard in U.SUS. . DistrictDistrict-

Judge

District-

JudgeJudge James A . von der Hey-HeyHey-

dt's
Hey-

dt's
Hey-

dt's
-

dt'sdts'' court room in AnchorageAnchorage-

tomorrow

Anchorage-

tomorrowtomorrow beginning at 9:009009:00190019:001-

a.m

:
'

a.mam. . At issue is the jurisdictionjurisdiction-

ofof theth ,
J'Jlntemati'InternationalInternationalInternationallntemati nal WhalingWhaling-

Commission

Whaling-

Commission
)

Commission over Inupiatnupiat( subsissubsis-subsis-

tence

subsis-

tence

¬-

tence bowhead whaling along A-AA-

laska's

A-

laskll's

A-

laska's

--

laska'slaskaslaskll'slasklls' arctic coast and the legallegal-

right

legal-

rightright of the U.SUSV.SVS. ' Department ofof-

Commerce

of-

CommerceCommerce to enforce the IWC'sIWCsWC'sWCsIWC's-

bowhead

( WC's-

bowhead

'
bowhead quota of just 14 whalwhal-whal-

es

whal-

es

¬-

es .

The I(IWCWC asserted its jurisjuris-juris-

dIction

juris-

diction

¬-

diction over Inupiatnupiat( bowheadbowhead-

whaling

bowhead-

whalingwhaling in10 1977 at the urgingurging-

of
urging-

ofof the U.SUSV.SVS. . delegation . EffortsEfforts-

toto reach a compromise betweenbetween-

the

between-

thethe IWC and the Alaska EskimoEskimo-
WhalIng

Eskimo-
WhalingWhaling Commission failed atat-

the

at-

thethe London meeting of the IWCIWC-

la

IWC-

lastlastla t summer..

When Eben Hopson returnedreturned-
trom

returned-

fromtromfrom London ,. he was joined by

Inupiatnupiat( whalers LloydUoyd AhvakanaAhvakana-
ofof Barrow and Elijah Rock ofof-

Point
of-

PointPoint Hope in a federal
'-

suit
s-

uit
'-

suitseeking
'

suitsuit-

seekingseekingagoahtstsummary judgementjudgementagojudgement-agjudgementag-agoago-ag ¬.

ainstahtstainst IWC jurisdictionjurisdictionoverover anyany-

aboriginal
any-

aboriginalaboriginal whaling hiin general ,

and overovc-rovcr- Alaska'sAlaskas' InupiatIilupiatliliupiat subsub-sub-

sistence

¬.-

sistenceslstence whaling in particular .

An analysis of the briefsbriefs-

filed
briefs-

filedfiled by both sides reveals thethe-thethe-

government's

-"
government'sgovernments'' case for enforcenforc-enforc-
ing

enforc-
ing

¬-

ing the IWC regulations to be aa-

collection
a-

collectioncollection of assertions relatingrelating-
toto the history of the Internatio-Internatiolntematio-lntematiolnternatio-lnternatioInternatio-
al

lntematio-
al

lnternatio-
al

-

al Whaling Convention of 19461946-

and
1946-

andand implementingplementing federal legislegis-legis-

lation
legis-

lation
¬-

lation , which , the governmentgovernment-
argues

government-
arguesargues , imply the existence ofof-

the
of-

thethe IWCWC( jurisdiction over aboriabori-abori-

ginal
abori-

ginal

¬-

ginal subsistence whaling .

The government is joined byby-

aa number of whale conservationconservation-conservation-
ist

¬-

ist groups in contending , amongamong-

other
among-

otherother things , that the umiat .,

the skin-coveredskincovered-- boat used in

InupiatInuplat bowhead whaling mustmust-

be

must-

bebe regarded as a "whalewhale" catcher "

-_ specifically mentioned in thethe-

IWC

the-

IWCIWC Convention . Whale catcherscatchers-

arc

catchers-

arearearc gun-mountedgunmountedgun.mo\lntedgun.molntedgun.mogunmolnted-. \ vessels used inin-

conjunction

in-

conjunctionconjunction with factory shipsships-

In

ships-

inin commercial whaling .

The government'sgovernments'' implicitimplicit-

case

implicit-

casecase is claimedchi e'ded' to be very weakweak-

by

weak-

byby Native whalers in the face ofof-

Hopson's

of-

Hopson'sHopsonHopson'sHopsons'ss' collection of very exex-exex-

plicit

ex-

plicit

¬-

plicit documents indicating thatthat-

the

that-

thethe draftees of the IWC ConCon-Con-

vention

Con-

vention

¬-

vention explicitly intended toto-

exclude

to-

excludeexclude aboriginal subsistencesubsistence-
whaling

subsistence-
whalingwhaling in Siberia , Alaska andand-

Greenland

and-

GreenlandGreenland from IWC(WC jurisdictionjurisdiction-

andand that this , in fact , was thethe-

understanding

the-

understandingunderstanding of Congress as itit-

approved

it-

approvedapproved the IWC Convention in

1949 .

Hopson has asked for a sumsum-sum-

mary

sum-

mary

¬-

mary judgement ordering thethe-

V.S

the-

U.SU.SUSV.SVS. . not to enforce the IWCIWC-

bowhead

IWC-

bowheadbowhead quota , and to recogecogrecog-recog-

nize

( ¬.-

nize the bowhead managementmanagement-

reg

management-

regimeregimereg e of the Alaska EskimoEskimo-

Whaling

Eskimo-

WhalingWhaling Commission .

There are indications of disdIs-dIs-

agreements

dis-

agreements

¬-

agreements within the governgovern-govern-

ment
¬.-

ment concerning the case TheThe-

Dept
The-

DeptDept.. of Interior , charged withwith-

carrying

with-

carryingcarrying out the U.SUS. . trust resres-res-

ponsibility

res-

ponsibility

¬-

ponsibility for Native peoples ,

has filedfed an opinion in the casecase-

supporting

case-

supportingsupporting Hopson'sHopsons' contention .

Last year , in Washington ,

D.CDC. . , the acting Secretary of InIn-InIn-

terior

In-

terior

¬-

terior sent a letter to the SecreSecre-Secre-

tary

Secre-

tary

¬-

tary of State urging him to obob-obob-

ject
ob-

ject
¬-

ject to the IWC action on bebe-bebe-

half
be-

half
¬-

half of the U.SUS. .. The letter waswas-

based

was-

basedbased on legal research showingshowing-

that
showing-

thatthat the IWC s action was voidvOI-

dbecause

void-

becausebecause the 1946 ConventionConvention-
gave

Convention-
gavegave the IWC no authority overover-

Native

over-

NativeNative subsistence whaling .
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A

4)-

A

)

A failure to object , the SeSe-SeSe-

cretary

Se-

cretary

¬-

cretary concluded , would vioVIO-VIOVI-

Olate

vio-

late

¬-

late the U.SUS. . trust responsibilityresponsIbility-

toto Alaska EskimosEskim os .


